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Below is a lease agreement updated for the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference (EPAUMC) and aligned with typical Pennsylvania conference leasing expectations used by many United Methodist churches in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
It includes standard language often required by EPAUMC such as:
· Trust clause acknowledgement
· Conference approval requirement
· Compliance with the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church
· Pennsylvania governing law language
· Tax-exemption protection clause
· Conference property oversight language
You can still fill in names, dates, and details.

FACILITY USE AND LEASE AGREEMENT
(Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference – Pennsylvania)
This Lease Agreement (“Agreement”) is made on this ______ day of ____________________, 2026, between _______________________________ (Church), a Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation and a local church of The United Methodist Church[ with IRS 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status], whose address is ______________________________________________, and which holds title to the property in trust for the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference, whose address is 980 Madison Avenue, Norristown, Pennsylvania 19403, hereinafter jointly referred to as “Lessor,” and ________________________________, a[  nonprofit corporation with IRS 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status] whose address is ______________________________________, hereinafter referred to as “Lessee.”
This Agreement shall become effective on the _____ day of __________________, 202_.
This Agreement is subject to the requirements of the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church and policies of the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference.

1. Purpose of Agreement
The purpose of this Agreement is to define the permitted use of the facilities of __________________________ Church by __________________________ (Lessee) in a manner that preserves the religious mission, ministry, and character of the church while allowing responsible use of the facilities.
The Lessor does not warrant that the leased facilities are suitable for any particular purpose. The property is located at:

and is zoned ___________________ under applicable municipal regulations.

2. Compliance with Church Mission and Discipline
The Lessee agrees that activities conducted on the premises:
• Shall not conflict with the doctrine, mission, ministry, or values of The United Methodist Church
• Shall comply with the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church
• Shall not interfere with worship services or church ministries 
• Shall comply with policies of the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference and any of its constituent boards, committees, or other bodies
The Lessor reserves the right to terminate this Agreement if these standards are violated.

3. Conference Property Trust Clause
The parties acknowledge that the property subject to this Agreement is held in trust for The United Methodist Church and is subject to the authority of the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference.
This Agreement shall not be interpreted as transferring any ownership interest in the property.
Any lease or facility use agreement is subject to review and approval consistent with conference requirements, including, without limitation, any District Committee on Location and Building.

4. Term of Lease
The term of this lease shall be ______ months/years beginning ____________ and ending ____________.
If the lease term exceeds one (1) year, either party may terminate the lease after the first year with ______ days written notice.

5. Rental Rate
The rental rate shall be $________________ per __________________.
The rent includes only those spaces and items specifically listed in this Agreement.

6. Areas Included in Lease
The space being leased includes:
Exclusive Use

Non-Exclusive Use

Additional areas if applicable:
• Parking areas
• Entry and exit pathways
• Storage areas
• Classrooms or meeting rooms
• Fellowship halls
• Bulletin boards or signage areas

7. Equipment Provided by Lessee
Lessee will provide the following equipment:

Lessee remains responsible for the safety and condition of their equipment.

8. Equipment Provided by Lessor
Lessor agrees to provide:

Equipment remains property of the church.

9. Storage of Lessee Property
Lessee may store items in the following designated location:

All storage must comply with fire codes and church safety policies.

10. Utilities
Utilities shall be handled as follows:


11. Services
Custodial services, snow removal, maintenance, and related services shall be handled as follows:


12. Keys and Building Security
Keys or access credentials issued:

Lessee agrees to follow all security procedures including locking and securing the building after use.

13. Required Licenses and Permits
Both parties shall obtain and maintain any licenses or permits required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and local municipalities.

14. Fire Code Compliance
The number of persons permitted in the facility shall not exceed occupancy limits established by applicable fire codes.

15. Condition of Facility
The Lessee agrees to return the facilities to the condition in which they were found, including:
• Cleaning
• Removal of trash
• Resetting furniture if applicable
Weekend use conditions may be defined as:


16. Maintenance and Repairs
Maintenance responsibilities shall be allocated as follows:
Lessor Responsibilities

Lessee Responsibilities

All repairs must be approved in writing by the Lessor prior to work being performed.

17. Disposable Supplies
Disposable supplies provided by the Lessor and charged to the Lessee include:


18. Shared Use
Both parties agree to cooperate in scheduling and use of shared spaces, including, if applicable, sharing access to the church’s calendar or calendaring software.
Church ministries and worship services shall always have priority.

19. Inspection Rights
The Lessor may inspect the leased premises with 24-hour notice.

20. Security Deposit
Security Deposit Amount: $__________________
The security deposit shall be handled in accordance with applicable Pennsylvania law.

21. Insurance Requirements
Lessee must provide a Certificate of Insurance meeting the requirements listed in Exhibit A – Insurance Requirements.
Insurance must be approved by the Lessor’s insurance provider prior to occupancy.

22. Additional Insured Requirement
The following shall be named as Additional Insured:
• The Lessor Church
• Its trustees, officers, employees, and volunteers
• The Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference

23. Waiver of Subrogation
The Lessee’s insurance must include waiver of subrogation and primary/non-contributory coverage.

24. Indemnification
The Lessee shall hold harmless and indemnify the Lessor, the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference, and their officers, trustees, employees, and volunteers from any claims, damages, or liabilities arising from the Lessee’s use of the premises.

25. Requests for Additional Space
Requests must be submitted in writing and approved by the Lessor.

26. Alterations
No alterations to the property may be made without written permission from the Lessor and, if required, approval of the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference.

27. Prohibited Activities
The following are prohibited on church property:
• Smoking
• Alcohol consumption
• Illegal activities
• Activities inconsistent with The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, the Eastern Pennsylania Annual Conference, or any policy or legislation thereof
• Activities inconsistent with church mission

28. Safe Sanctuary Compliance
Lessee must comply with the Lessor’s Safe Sanctuary Policy and provide its own policy if applicable. 
If Lessor has adopted a Safe Sanctuary Policy, Lessee must obtain all required child safety certifications, FBI fingerprint clearances, and other applicable protections under such Safe Sanctuary Policy.

29. Liaison
The Lessor Board of Trustees shall appoint a liaison.
Lessee shall appoint a liaison.

30. Emergency Closures
The Lessor retains authority to close the building due to weather, safety, or emergency situations.

31. Church Closure or Merger
If the church closes or merges under the authority of the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference, the Lessee will receive notice and unused rent will be refunded. If applicable, this Lease may be terminated unilaterally by the Lessor.

32. Governmental Compliance
Both parties agree to comply with all laws and regulations of:
• Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
• The United States of America
• Local municipality
• Health and safety authorities

33. Protection of Tax-Exempt Status
Lessee shall not use the property in any way that would jeopardize the church’s tax-exempt status.
If exemption is lost due to Lessee activities, Lessee shall be responsible for resulting taxes and costs arising during the term of the Lease.

34. Termination
Either party may terminate this Agreement with sixty (60) days written notice.

35. Renewal
This Agreement shall automatically renew for ______ year(s) unless written notice is given ninety (90) days prior to expiration.

36. Modifications
All modifications must be in writing and signed by both parties and approved if required by the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference.

37. Inspection Prior to Lease
Lessee acknowledges they have inspected the property prior to signing this Agreement.

38. Governing Law
This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

SIGNATURES
By: __________________________________
Print Name:
Title: Lessee
By: __________________________________
Print Name
Title: Local Church Pastor
By: __________________________________
Print Name
Title: Chair, Board of Trustees
By: __________________________________
Print Name
Title: District Superintendent
By: __________________________________
Print Name
Title: Chair, District Board of Location and Building

EXHIBIT A – INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
General Insurance Requirements
• Insurance carrier must be rated AM Best A (Excellent) or better
• Provide minimum 30 days notice of cancellation or material change
• Policies must be primary and non-contributory

Commercial General Liability
Coverage must include:
Premises and Operations – $1,000,000 per occurrence
General Aggregate – $3,000,000
Personal Injury – $1,000,000
Products/Completed Operations – $3,000,000
Fire Legal Liability – $250,000
Medical Expense – $5,000
Abuse and Molestation Coverage:
$1,000,000 per occurrence
Required Endorsements:
Additional Insured
Primary Non-Contributory
Waiver of Subrogation

Umbrella Liability
$1,000,000 per occurrence

Property Insurance (If Storage Occurs)
Coverage must include:
Replacement Cost
Special Form including Theft
Deductible not exceeding $5,000

Workers Compensation (If Employees Are Present)
Workers Compensation – Statutory Benefits
Employer Liability – $500,000

Automobile Liability (If Vehicles Used On Site)
Combined Single Limit – $1,000,000
Includes:
Hired and Non-Owned Auto

Accident / Health Coverage (If Required)
Accidental Medical Expense
$5,000 per injury






