
A official caucus affiliated with 
the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference
of The United Methodist Church
and National Black Methodists
for Church Renewal, Inc.

PHILADELPHIA

Representing important interests and  
concerns of Black United Methodist members 
and churches of the Eastern PA Conference.

BMCR!

BMCR is a partner in the Eastern PA  
Conference’s efforts to fulfill the Call to  
Action resolution endorsed by annual  
conferences and bishops at the 2016 North-
eastern Jurisdictional Conference. That NEJ 
resolution calls on each conference to  
confront and seek to undo the “culture of  
racism and white privilege” that prevails and 
to “heal wounds of internalized oppression” by 
seeking “systemic fundamental and  
institutional change both within the church 
and the world…” We collaborate in such  
efforts as the Racial Justice Transformation 
Project (aka Butterfly Project), involving an 
institutional racism assessment of conference 
policies, protocols, actions and relationships.

For more information 
about Philadelphia 
BMCR contact the 
Rev. Shayla Johnson, 
Coordinator, at  
bmcrphila@gmail.
com. Visit our  
website at  
www.epaumc.org/
bmcr .  



congregations and to the develop-
ment and representation of Black 
leadership across the conference. 
These include special worship, fel-
lowship and discipleship training 
events, and social action efforts to 
respond to critical issues.

We cosponsor an annual scholar-
ship fund and awards luncheon, 
in partnership with Black United 
Methodist Preachers (BUMP), to 
grant scholarships to first-time 
college students who are active in 
our member churches. We rely on 

churches to participate in this program by do-
nating to the scholarship fund and recruiting 
applicants from among their memberships.

We also promote Philadelphia Mission Con-
nexion events and the Philadelphia United 
Methodist Mass Choir, among other Eastern 
PA Conference ministry groups.

National BMCR

Black Methodists for Church Renewal 
is the Black membership caucus of The 
United Methodist Church. Organized in 
1967, just before the denomination’s 1968 
formation from merger, we are one of its 
five U.S.-based racial-ethnic caucuses.

National BMCR represents and is dedi-
cated to the interests of more than 2,400 
Black United Methodist congregations and 
approximately 500,000 African Ameri-
can members across the United States. 
Its mission is “to raise up prophetic and 
spiritual leaders who will be advocates for 
the unique needs of Black people in The 
United Methodist Church.”

Philadelphia BMCR Caucus

Philadelphia BMCR represents important 
interests and concerns of Black United Meth-
odist members and churches of the Eastern PA 
Conference (located primarily in the Philadel-
phia-Darby-Chester region). We are an official, 
affiliated body of the East-
ern PA Annual Conference 
and a conference affiliate of 
the National BMCR caucus.

Philadelphia BMCR 
meets quarterly each year 
to conduct caucus business 
and address important, 
connectional concerns of 
our annual conference, 
Northeastern Jurisdiction 
and worldwide denomina-
tion.

We support and promote 
various ministries and 
events important to Black 

Ebony Bishops and members at National BMCR’s 
50th Anniversary Meeting, 2017


