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RESOLUTION 2017 - 12 1	
RESOLUTION TO 2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION 2	
Resolution Relating to Stopping Church Trials: A Moratorium Within the Eastern 3	
Pennsylvania Annual Conference 4	
Presented by the following congregations: Arch St. UMC, Calvary UMC, First UMC 5	
of Germantown, Historic St. George’s UMC, First UMC of Media, Drexel Hill UMC, 6	
Swarthmore UMC, St. Luke UMC of Bryn Mawr, Penns Park UMC, Grandview UMC 7	
Lancaster, Chestnut Hill United Church, and Hope UMC and Union UMC of 8	
Havertown. 9	
 10	
WHEREAS, the United Methodist Church General Rules include John Wesley’s 11	
instructions to “do no harm” (¶ 102, UM Book of Discipline) based on the Gospel 12	
imperative to “do to others what you would have them do to you” (Matthew 7:12; Luke 13	
6:31); and 14	
 15	
WHEREAS, our Baptismal Covenant commits United Methodists to “resist evil, injustice, 16	
and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves;” and 17	
 18	
WHEREAS, when Jesus was asked which commandment in the law is the greatest, he 19	
said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 20	
all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment, and the second is like it: you 21	
shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39); and 22	
 23	
WHEREAS, punitive complaints and prosecutions of persons who are either LGBTQI or 24	
who have performed same sex weddings have harmed the both the Gospel witness of 25	
the Church and “the evangelistic, educational, and benevolent interests of the Church…” 26	
within the Jurisdiction; and 27	
 28	
WHEREAS the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference should be a place where 29	
LGBTQI persons can find safe space, an arena for the expression of and celebration of 30	
their individual gifts in service and ministry, enjoy the blessings of family and marriage, 31	
and participate fully, openly, and equally in the full life and leadership of the church; and 32	
 33	
WHEREAS the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference declares itself to be in solidarity 34	
with and in support of LGBTQI lay persons, clergy, candidates for ministry, and their 35	
families, and further declared as its sacred duty the protection of the full and equal 36	
participation of LGBTQI lay persons, clergy, candidates for ministry, and their families in 37	
the life and leadership of the church; and 38	
 39	
WHEREAS LGBTQI people are finding welcoming communities in the United Methodist 40	
Church and in the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference, they are finding clergy, laity 41	
and congregations embracing them joyfully as members of the body of Christ, as United 42	
Methodists in good standing, and as gifted children of God entitled equally to all the 43	
ministries, ceremonies and sacraments of the church; and 44	
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WHEREAS our welcoming spirit is harmed by punitive prosecutions that cause younger 45	
generations, including LGBTQI individuals, to question their place in a church that 46	
practices discrimination while proclaiming its doors to be open; and 47	
 48	
WHEREAS despite over forty-four years of negative UMC teachings and punitive policies 49	
regarding LGBTQI persons and those who minister with and for them, resistance to the 50	
denomination’s harsh and discriminatory policies is increasing and taking on new forms, 51	
and large numbers of LGBTQI clergy have publicly declared themselves; and 52	
 53	
WHEREAS the 2016 General Conference not only failed to overcome this impasse; it 54	
was itself brought to crisis by the collision of forces seeking to strengthen the system of 55	
discrimination and punishments with forces demanding that the discrimination and the 56	
punishments cease; and 57	
 58	
WHEREAS in response to that crisis and at the insistence of the General Conference, on 59	
Wednesday, May 13, the Council of Bishops responded by presenting to the General 60	
Conference a proposal entitled An Offering of a Way Forward From the Council of 61	
Bishops; and 62	
 63	
WHEREAS An Offering of a Way Forward From the Council of Bishops contains the 64	
following statements: “1.  We understand that part of our role as bishops is to lead the 65	
church toward new behaviors, a new way of being and new forms and structures which 66	
allow a unity of our mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 67	
the world” while allowing for differing expressions as a global church. 2. We recommend 68	
that the General Conference defer all votes on human sexuality and refer this entire 69	
subject to a special Commission, named by the Council of Bishops, to develop a complete 70	
examination and possible revision of every paragraph in our Book of Discipline regarding 71	
human sexuality. We continue to hear from many people on the debate over sexuality 72	
that our current Discipline contains language which is contradictory, unnecessarily hurtful, 73	
and inadequate for the variety of local, regional and global contexts. We will name such 74	
a Commission to include persons from every region of our UMC, and will include 75	
representation from differing perspectives on the debate. We commit to maintain an on-76	
going dialogue with this Commission as they do their work, including clear objectives and 77	
outcomes. Should they complete their work in time for a called General Conference, then 78	
we will call a two- to three-day gathering before the 2020 General Conference. 3. We will 79	
continue to explore options to help the church live in grace with one another – including 80	
ways to avoid further complaints, trials and harm while we uphold the Discipline. We will 81	
continue our conversation on this matter and report our progress to you and to the whole 82	
church;” and 83	
 84	
WHEREAS the 2016 General Conference 2016 adopted the proposal of the Bishops, and 85	
the special Commission has been named and the process outlined therein is unfolding; 86	
and 87	
 88	
WHEREAS the initiation of or continuation of punitive actions against LGBTQI persons 89	
seeking to live as equal members of the United Methodist Church or the initiation of or 90	
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continuation of punitive actions against clergy who minister with LGBTQI persons serves 91	
to inflict further harm, as has been acknowledged by the Council of Bishops in An Offering 92	
of a Way Forward, and to poison the atmosphere for the dialogue that has been initiated; 93	
and 94	
 95	
WHEREAS, The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (2012) prescribes 96	
that “Bishops elected by or administering in a jurisdictional conference shall be amenable 97	
for their conduct to their jurisdictional conference.” (¶ 523, UM Book of Discipline): 98	
 99	
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference calls 100	
upon its Bishop to try to avoid bringing clergy who perform same sex marriages to trial 101	
and to seek just resolution in other ways until the General Conference committee on A 102	
Way Forward reports its recommendations in 2019..   103	
 104	
Person Responsible for Presenting Resolution: Rev. Laurie Ann Rookard 105	
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