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I greet each of you in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. It 
has been an awesome season at St. James and the Lord has showed us a mighty 
good thing. This year we stood on the backs of many leaders and volunteers who 
sacrificed many hours of service.  It behooves us to thank Bishop Peggy Johnson, 
District Superintndnet Tracey Bass, Yardley UMC, Morrisville UMC, 
Fallsington UMC, Summerfield UMC, St. Andrews, The Crossing, Janes 
Memorial UMC, and so many more churches that are a part of the resurrection of 
St. James. The Lord has showed all of us, not to give up on this local branch of 
Zion, and that there is still so much untapped potential and hope for this 
commiunity.  It has been a good one year, but our journey is still ahead. Please 
continue to pour your love, prayers, and support into this ministry, as we continue 
to share the love of Christ. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep all of our 
local and national supporters abreast with the wonderful work St. James is doing. 
This is what our summer looked like: 

To my fellow brothers and sisters who 
labor with me 

Quisque	

	

In June 2017, we sent a 290 lb. barrel to the Port-Salut Orphanage in Haiti 
full of toiletries, sandals, food, and other necessities for daily living 
conditions. Our very own missionary, Baguidy Dessources, took 
leadership of this effort. We thank God for your support through prayers 
and donations.  
 
Typically, Haiti is considered a tourist attraction, but the impoverished 
people living in the villages and outside of the vacation resorts are often 
forgotten.  The local orphanage that we supported is still in need of 
funding and our resources are not enough. Contact St. James and see how 
you may help with these continued efforts. Attached are photos of the 
children we met while there. 
	

Hope 4 Haiti 
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Our goal is for the men of the church to connect with one another, and connect with the community. Through 
this, over 150 cars were parked right outside of our church and over 400 spectators came by. We were able to 
fellowship, connect, evangelize, and enjoy great bbq! See you next year. 

1st Annual Father’s Day Car Show 

“Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of 
sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His 
law he meditates day and night.” (Psalm 1:1-2 NKJV) 
	

1st Annual Book Bag Giveaway 
One of the ways we equipped the neighborhood students for 
the school year is by providing them bookbags filled with 
school supplies. To help us accomplish this goal, we asked 
volunteers to stuff the bookbags and hand them out. Whether 
they are members of our church, our goal was to evangelize 
through compassion, prayer, and building relationships with 
young people.  

We were able to handout 112 bookbags and (as) this is our first 
time.  We can’t wait to plan for next year! 

Join Us Every Last Saturday of the Month for our Free 
Community Breakfast in our church gymnasium. On this 
day we supply all of our guests with a free home cooked 
style breakfast including bacon, eggs, french toast, and 
potatoes.  Volunteers are asked to arrive by 9am and we 
open the doors to the public at 10am. If you cannot make 
it, but want to support in other ways, we warmly welcome 
your prayers and donations for our outreach efforts. 

Free Community 
Breakfast 
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Evangelizing and Eucharist 
For I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger 
and you took Me in…” (Matthew 25:35 NKJV) 
 

In addition to visiting Haiti and The Father’s Day Car 
Show, we fulfilled the Great Commission by 
Evangelizing and feeding all who were hungry. We were 
able to feed our friends because our local partners 
provided us with bread to help us accomplish this great 
initiative.  
 
After Sunday service, the leadership team and volunteers 
gathered with bread and drinks to offer eucharist as we 
evangelized to those in need alongside Roosevelt Blvd, 
located less than five minutes from our church. During 
our travels, we came across an abandoned bridge 
underpass that housed over 50 homeless men and women, 
full with tents, makeshift beds, cardboard boxes, and used 
drug paraphernalia. Often, we see these living conditions 
on television, forgetting that this is an epidemic right in 
our very own neighborhood.   
	

Youth Volunteering and Local Missions 

Our mission and purpose at St. James is to create an environment where we focus on the children. Through 
program-based mentoring services, after school activities, homework help, sports and recreations, computer 
lab, and our new upcoming media and arts program we are able to help the young people of this community 
reach their true potential.  In addition, this summer we welcomed over 200 children through our summer 
camp, youth retreats, and weekly activities. Big Thanks to Yardley UMC "YUMC," Morrisville youth,  
Janes Memorial UMC, and the “WHOBODIES” from Mt. Pisgah UMC in Greensboro, NC who both served 
through various mission projects at St. James. 

“But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come 
to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” (Mark 10:14 NKJV)  
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	 Welcome Ben Botti 
Ben will serve as our volunteer Site Coordinator for our Mission Retreat house that 
is almost complete. He was the Director of Penn-Del UMC for Crisfield Disaster 
Relief project after Hurricane Sandy and oversaw over 200 homes to be rebuilt 
with volunteers that came in from all around the country.   

	

Urban Mission & Retreat Center 

Thank you so much for the leadership of Discovery Service Projects (www.discoveryserviceprojects.com) 
for selecting St. James as their Domestic project for 2017. Through Discovery Service Projects, they allowed 
a vision to become a reality, and converted our large parsonage that housed the former Pastors and families 
who served at St. James into a mission retreat center. On the backs of prayer, donations, and volunteers from 
all over the country, many have collectively sacrificed in an effort to create the Urban Mission Retreat 
Center! To help with the final stages of the retreat house in any way, please contact Discovery Service 
Projects, Erling Salvesen at (267) 663-4282. 

 

 

If you are interested in joining us for a day, weekend, or a week, our retreat facility is available for 
retreats for men, women and youth.  It is also open for prayer and spiritual empowerment sessions, 
and much more. With 25 beds, 5 bedrooms, and 4 bathrooms, our retreat facility sits on our campus 
and offers urban missions opportunities, life changing experiences, and new ways to connect with 
God. Contact info@stjumc.org 

BOOK YOUR GROUP FOR THE URBAN MISSION & 
RETREAT CENTER 

 

Continue to pray and support 
the ministy of St. James 

 

In closing, we couldn’t have done any of this without you! 
As we continue on this journey, we embrace a more 
strategic approach to evangelizing, and we’d like to thank 
you for your continued financial support, as we reunite 
families and provide hope to those in our community. To 
find out more ways you may contribute to our outreach 
efforts, please contact the church.  

199 E. Tabor Road, Philadelphia, PA 19120   |    www.stjumc.org   |    (215) 329- 2851 
	


