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Act of Repentance to open 2016 Annual Conference 
Open Wide 
Your Hearts!

BY JOHN W. COLEMAN

Embracing that expansive theme, 
borrowed from 2 Corinthians 6:13, 
the Eastern PA Annual Confer-

ence will seek to open hearts, minds 
and doors of welcome and witnessing 
during its 230th annual session, June 
16-18, at the Lancaster (Pa.) Marriott 
Hotel and Convention Center in historic 
Penn Square.

Escaping the accessible but austere 
Expo Center in Oaks this year, the 
conference will journey to its western 
horizon, crossing sleepy, rolling hills 
and farms steeped in Amish culture 
right into bustling downtown Lancast-
er, cited as America’s oldest inland city. 

At this crossroads our Methodist and 
Evangelical United Brethren heritages 
intersect. And true to our theme, here 
is where escaped slaves yearning for 
freedom found open hearts and safe 
passage on the Underground Railroad, 
along with aid from a Pennsylvania 
U.S. Congressman. The home and of-
fice of Thaddeus Stevens, vehement 

abolitionist and author of the 13th, 
14th, and 15th Amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution, was located just blocks 
from where the Annual Conference will 
meet.

Indeed, the conference’s packed agen-
da will have members looking both 
ways—to the past and future. They 
will learn and repent for the historic 
oppression of Native American peoples, 
but also prepare to embark on a new 
quadrennium, challenged by defining 
decisions made at the denomination’s 
2016 General Conference in May.

The Rev. Thom White Wolf Fassett, 
a member of the Seneca tribe and a 

long-respected voice for justice among 
United Methodists, will open the con-
ference by blessing the ground, preach-
ing, celebrating the Eucharist and lead-
ing the body in its Act of Repentance 
toward Healing Relationships with 
Indigenous People.

All annual conferences were asked 
by the 2012 General Conference to 
hold such Acts of Repentance ceremo-
nies to acknowledge and seek an end 
to centuries of painful oppression 
inflicted upon Native peoples by other 
Americans. Much of that historic suf-
fering—some of it caused by Method-
ist leaders—still 

*In 2 Corinthians 6:1-13, the 
Apostle Paul urges his reticent fol-
lowers to recognize his boundless 
love and passion in sharing the 
gospel of salvation with them. 
He implores them to not restrain 
their affection for him nor their 
acceptance of God’s gift of grace, 
but to embrace both with full, open 
and willing hearts. 

Indeed, “Open Wide Your Hearts!” is a 
theme of passionate outreach and perfect 
love that casts out fear. It seeks repentance 
and reconciliation for the past, and the promise 
of rebirth for the future, a future with hope. 
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The Rev. Gary Nicholson 
The Rev. Gary Nicholson, Superintendent of the 

Northwest District for the past five years, is appointed 
to  become Senior Pastor of Christ UMC in Lansdale, ef-
fective July 1, 2016.

 
The Rev. Joe Tyson

The Rev. Joe Tyson, currently at Limeville UMC, is ap-
pointed to serve as Interim Superintendent of the North-

west District for one year, effective July 1, 2016. 

Michael Hyde 
Michael Hyde was promoted to Director of Innabah 

Camp & Retreat Center in January after serving as Sum-
mer Camp Director and Retreat Host since last  
February.

Beth Lishon  
Beth Lishon  joined the staff in December 2015 as a 

temporary, part-time data entry support associate help-
ing to record church remittances.

MARCH
MARCH 4

Northwest District “Soul Care 2016” for SPRC: 7 
PM – 8:30 PM, Jonestown UMC. A workshop for 
SPRC and Lay members. Presentations and group 
interaction led by the Rev. Dr. David Oliver, to help 
members learn ways to support the spiritual health 
of their church’s congregation and pastor.

MARCH 5
Northwest District “Soul Care 2016” for Pastors: 
9 AM to 4 PM, Jonestown UMC. The Rev. Dr. David 
Oliver will lead presentations and group interac-
tion to help pastors learn to care for their own 
spiritual health and well-being.

Girls on the Go: UMW’s 14th annual retreat for 
teen girls. March 5 at 11 AM to March 6 at 3 PM, 
Gretna Glen Camp & Retreat Center. Theme: “Cre-
ated for Happiness—Understanding Your Life in 
God.”

Tools for Ministry: Central District, East District, 
Southeast District, and Southwest District

MARCH 12
UM Night at the Philadelphia 76ers: Sixers vs. 
Pistons. Starts at 7:30 PM, Wells Fargo Center, 
3601 S. Broad St., Philadelphia. Cost is $43 for 
lower level, $16 for Mezzanine level. Purchase 
tickets at www.sixers.com/promo with code: 
METHODIST.

Tools for Ministry: Northeast District

MARCH 18
Faith-Sharing Seminar Speaker to Meet with 
Phila. Black Churches: Featuring the Rev. Romal 
Tune. Begins at 6:30 PM, Bickley’s New Beginning 
UMC. Dinner will be provided.

MARCH 19
2016 Faith-Sharing Seminar: 9 AM to 3 PM, New 
Hanover UMC. Guest speaker: Rev. Romal Tune. 

Level 1 (Basic) Sexual Ethics: 9 AM – 3:30 PM, 
Ridley Park UMC.

MARCH 30
Southwest District Prayer Post: 6:30 PM at Ruhl’s 
UMC, Manheim.

APRIL
Schedule for April Listening & Discernment  
Sessions is on page 4.

APRIL 1 – 3
2016 Changing Racism: At new location--Dayles-
ford Abbey in Paoli. Begins at 6:30 PM on Friday 
through 3 PM on Sunday. $300 registration. Train-

ing to address racial bias and discrimination, and 
improve interracial relations.

APRIL 2
Central District Prayer Post: 6 PM at West Lawn 
UMC’s Community Center.

Latino Ministries Holy Convocation: New Cre-
ation UMC Lancaster

APRIL 10
Black Methodists for Church Renewal (BMCR) 
Meeting: 3-5 PM. Location TBD. Bishop Johnson 
will join for a portion of this meeting.

APRIL 16
YES -- Youth Call to Ministry Retreat: 10 AM – 5 
PM, Cedarville UMC.

APRIL 24
Eastern PA Conference Youth Rally: 3 PM – 7 PM, 
Hopewell UMC. This 2nd annual rally will feature 
Todd Waites from the Christian music group 
ApologetiX, and Hopewell’s own #JesusTrending 
Christian youth band.

APRIL 24-26
Fellowship of Associate Members and Local 
Pastors Annual Retreat: April 24 at 6 PM to April 
26 at 3 PM. Keynote speaker: The Rev. Dr. Charles 
Yrigoyen, Jr.

APRIL 26
Advanced-level Sexual Ethics Training: “Leading 
Between the Lines.” 9 AM – 3:30 PM, West Lawn 
UMC. 

APRIL 30
Tools for Ministry: Northwest District

MAY
MAY 1

East District Prayer Post: 6 PM, Washington 
Crossing UMC.

MAY 10-20
UMC General Conference: Portland, Oregon.

JUNE
JUNE 6

District Conferences: 3-5 PM

JUNE 16-18
230th Eastern PA Annual Conference Session: 
Lancaster, Pa.

JULY 10-16
Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference: Lan-
caster, Pa.

Tools for Ministry
March 5: Central District: 8 AM – 12 PM, Cedarville UMC.

March 5: East District, 8:30 AM – 3 PM, Bensalem UMC.

March 5: Southeast District, 8:30 AM – 1 PM, West Grove UMC.

March 5: Southwest District, 8:30 AM – 5 PM, Lititz UMC.

March 12: Northeast District, 8:30 AM – 3 PM, Grace UMC, Pen Argyl.

April 30: Northwest District, Ono UMC.

Bishop to meet with all districts in April
Bishop Peggy Johnson plans to visit each district in April to discuss 

important Annual Conference concerns. The finances of the conference 
and some shifts in cabinet leadership raise once again the possibility of 
lowering the number of districts from six to four in July of 2017.  

The meetings in April will be town-hall-style conversations about this 
proposal with updated financial information, as well as a celebration of 
the conference’s accomplishments through apportionment giving.  No 
decisions about the number of districts will be made until the Adjourned 
Session of Annual Conference scheduled for Oct. 1, 2016.  

Laity and clergy are urged to attend any of these sessions to ask ques-
tions and give feedback and opinions.

Meeting dates and district locations 

Southeast:  April 4, 7 PM, at Elam UMC

Central: April 5, 7 PM, at First UMC in Phoenixville

Northwest:  April 12, 7 PM, at First UMC in Schulykill Haven

East:  April 19, 7 PM, at Huntingdon Valley UMC

Southwest: April 25, 7 PM, at Hope UMC in Ephrata

Northeast: April 27, 7 PM, at Quakertown UMC

Staff Transitions



                             www.epaumc.org     Winter 2016   3                 NEWSpirit!

House Cleaning, 
Heart Cleansing

In the classic little book My Heart-Christ’s Home 
by Robert Boyd Munger we read about a Christian 
whose walk with God is comparable to various 

rooms in a house. As the writer walks the reader 
through the symbolic “house” Jesus speaks to the 
new believer with wisdom from on high.

The rooms include: the study, the dining room, 
the living room, the workroom, the rec room, the 
bedroom and the hall closet. Each offers an allegory 
of the areas of a person’s heart and life that Jesus 
wants to renovate and bring into alignment with 
God’s will.

The hall closet touched my heart especially be-
cause I have been cleaning out some storage areas 
in my house and I am so aware of the many things 
I have stashed away and piled up. I am always 
promising that I will get to it at some point to do 
a full overhaul but that time never seems to come 
and things keep piling up. Once I finally took the 
time to work on the closet I found many things I 
had lost, many things that are of no use that need 
to be thrown out, and many things that need to be 
recycled.

Season of Lent calls for house-cleaning
The Season of Lent calls us to go into the hall 

closet of our heart to do some “house-cleaning.” As 
we prepare for Easter we examine once again the 
life and ministry of Jesus and discover anew the 
incredible example that the Master set before us. In 
that study and introspection we need to find once 

again our “center,” our calling, our devo-
tion to Christ.

This is mentioned in the Book of Rev-
elation as Christ speaks to the church in 
Ephesus: “I have this against you: that you 
have abandoned the love you had at first. 
Remember then from what you have fallen; 
repent and do the works you did at first.” 
(Revelation 2:4-5a). Indeed, we should find 
again our lost devotion and remember, as 
John Newton so wonderfully wrote, “How precious 
did that grace appear, the hour I first believed.” 
(“Amazing Grace,” UM Hymnal, #378)

During the Season of Lent it is also a good time 
to “throw out” bad attitudes, grudges, feelings of 
inadequacy and resentment. All of these things 
weigh us down and prevent us from living a joyful 
Christian life. Doing a full inventory of our attitudes 
can reveal the names of people we need to forgive 
and people to whom we need to apologize. Such rev-
elation can give us a renewed sense of ourselves as 
God sees us, not as we compare ourselves to others.

“Be kind, compassionate, forgiving”
Ephesians 4:32 reminds us, “Be kind and compas-

sionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as 
in Christ God forgave you.”

Recently I threw out an unkind letter that some-
one had sent me that was painful and disrespectful. 
By throwing out that letter and forgiving the writer 
I found an amazing freedom and peace. When we 
hold on to grudges it is like an acid that eats away 
the container of our soul. The only way to be free is 
to release that through forgiveness.

During Lent we need to recycle. Not just recycling 
cans and bottles but talents and skills, resources 
and influence for God’s good will and purpose in 
the world. Ephesians 2:10 proclaims “we are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them.”

You are a masterpiece! What skills and 
talents do you have that you have left 
unused for God? Recently I started practic-
ing the piano again. I had not done much 
with music in recent years, despite my 
former profession as a music teacher and 
choir leader. I think God can still use this 
somehow, some way; so I am getting back 

into musical shape.
Everything we have, everything we are can be 

useful for the kingdom, even the shadow side of 
our lives. Do a “gift assessment” and put to use the 
skills and ministry passions that you have let slide.

Transfer the Title
At the end of the book My Heart-Christ’s Home, 

the writer includes a section on “Transferring the Ti-
tle” of the house. That, of course, is the whole point 
of salvation and this journey of faith we’re on as 
Christians. We must transfer the title of our life, our 
soul, our “everything” to God. It is the only way to 
really clean out that “hall closet” and do the works 
God asks of us in this world. When we transfer the 
title we have the power of the Holy Spirit enabling 
us to do what we cannot do in our own strength and 
good intentions.

Again quoting from Ephesians 3:16-17 (Wey-
mouth New Testament) “…be strengthened by 
His Spirit with power penetrating to your 
inmost being that Christ may settle 
down and be at home in your hearts by 
faith.” During this Lenten season draw 
near to God through the disciplines of 
our faith. And with God’s power, go clean 
out the closet of your soul, so you may 
prepare for a glorious and victori-
ous Easter.

Faithfully Yours

˜̃ ˜

Guided by Spiritual 
Disciplines

BY THE REV. CHRISTOPHER J. KURIEN 
DIRECTOR OF CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES

As the deadline for my NEWS-
pirit article approached, I 
took one look at my planner 

and knew exactly what I was going 
to write about: carving out time for 
God in the midst of a busy life. 

Right now my life is occupied with wedding prepa-
rations for one of our daughters, getting ready for 
Board of Ordained Ministry interviews of candidates 
for commissioning and ordination, coordinating a 
mid-February trip to Africa, the upcoming Northeast-
ern Jurisdictional Vision Table meeting, a General 
Commission on Religion and Race Board meeting, 
resourcing the March Tools for Ministry and Faith 
Sharing training events, and spearheading an effort 
to publish a souvenir book for the 2016 Northeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference to be held in Lancaster.  

Like you perhaps, my plate is overflowing with 
commitments; all important. But with the blessed 
and timely arrival of the season of Lent, I reflect 
on the importance of carving out time each day for 
prayer and thoughtful reflection. Why? Because these 

spiritual disciplines are important for keeping one 
grounded and moving on the right track. 

Practicing the spiritual disciplines are essential for 
guiding us through the busy months ahead--includ-
ing General Conference in May, Annual Conference in 
June and Jurisdictional Conference in July--when con-
sequential, maybe even life-changing decisions will 
be made. Also, as Christians in a nation immersed in 
a presidential election campaign process, with public 
debate on divisive issues, the practice of spiritual 
disciplines--prayer and meditation, Bible study, wor-
ship, and so on--can usher God’s wisdom and guid-
ance into our conversations and decisions.

Visiting missionaries in Tanzania
This month I returned to revisit our missionary 

friends in Tanzania, a new provisional conference 
of the UMC, with two other clergy members of our 
conference, the Rev. Gordon Hendrickson and the 
Rev. Truman Brooks. Our purpose is to facilitate 
development of pastoral training through a local pas-
tor’s school, assisted by another team member from 
neighboring Kenya. Gordon and Truman have been 
involved in a similar enterprise in Meru, Kenya, for 
some years now.

This is the first time such a school is offered for 
the Tanzania Provisional Conference with the aid of 
persons from overseas. We thank God for the oppor-
tunity to be in partnership with this new conference 
and for the ministries that will emerge from this 

effort. We seek your prayers in this effort.
Also, please pray for a major upcoming, two-part 

training event sponsored by our conference. At our 
4th Annual Faith-Sharing Seminar, March 18-19, 
featured speaker the Rev. Romal Tune, will offer 
an urban church perspective in Part One on Friday 
evening, March 18, at Bickley’s New Beginning UMC 
in Philadelphia. And he will offer a more general ap-
proach on Saturday at New Hanover UMC. 

Planting Lifetree Cafés
In addition, several of our churches are planting 

Lifetree Cafés, inspired by last year’s Faith-Sharing 
Event. Thom and Joani Schultz developed the model 
of fellowship with open conversation and hospitality 
in non-church environments to attract unchurched 
people. One co-sponsored by Lititz UMC and Faith 
UMC Manheim is drawing visitors and making prog-
ress. Others may be on the way. Please pray for this 
important, innovative evangelistic endeavor.

Join me in keeping these and other significant 
events grounded in the spiritual discipline of prayer 
that undergirds our faith. That includes events hap-
pening in your own local church, district and com-
munity that are no less significant. In this Lenten 
season, let us be intentional about centering all our 
commitments on our relationship with God and wit-
ness how God works wonders in each venture.  

May this Lent be a season when we are all spiritu-
ally prepared for the many things we feel called to do.
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Delegates prepare for General, NEJ conferences
BY JOHN W. COLEMAN

April will be a defining month for Eastern PA 
Conference delegates to The United Methodist 
Church’s 2016 General Conference and North-

eastern Jurisdictional Conference, as they carefully 
consider both legislation and leadership for the 
denomination’s future.

The delegates will interview four locally nominated 
candidates for the episcopacy April 2 in hopes of 
recommending one or more for endorsement by the 
Annual Conference in June. Six persons received the 
minimum required 10 nominations from conference 
members, but two declined nomination.  

The delegates will also hold four Listening and 
Discernment Sessions*, scheduled for April 11, 16, 
20 and 23, to hear views and concerns put forth by 
conference members for their consideration. Three of 
the sessions will take place at North-
east, Central and Northwest district 
churches.* The fourth, on April 23, 
during the delegation’s seventh and 
final meeting before General Confer-
ence, will be a call-in session allowing 
members to participate by conference 
call.

In monthly meetings since Decem-
ber, the group has examined poli-
cies and procedures, key legislative 
concerns, committee assignments 
and many other aspects of their work 
together, as they prepare for what 
will surely be history-making global and regional 
gatherings. 

Delegation co-leaders the Rev. Dawn Taylor-Storm 
and Judy Ehninger attended the Pre-General Confer-
ence Briefing Jan. 20-22, along with about 400 other 
delegation heads, church journalists and United 
Methodist agency and conference leaders. At the 
sprawling Oregon Convention Center in Portland, 
where the 2016 General Conference will take place 
May 10-20, they learned about new procedures and 
practical advice for surviving the quadrennial mara-
thon meeting. But they also learned about significant 
issues and perspectives the worldwide assembly will 
address in dialogue and debate over the nearly 1,000 
petitions submitted.

Christian conferencing on tough issues
Many expect the most passionate and difficult 

debate to deal with how the denomination ministers 
with gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people.  
At the briefing, participants got a preview of a pro-
posed alternative process for discussing legislation 
on tough issues.

“Rule 44 (so named because it would follow Gen-
eral Conference Rule 43 if adopted) seeks to embody 
Wesley’s understanding of Christian conferencing,” 
reported Taylor-Storm. “In small groups, without 
the use of Robert’s Rules of Order, delegates would 
discuss proposed resolutions and try to find areas 
of consensus.  Trained facilitators and moderators 
would make sure all voices are heard at the table.  If 
Rule 44 is accepted it will be used to discuss 99 of the 
resolutions relating to human sexuality.”  

The briefing also previewed proposals aimed at 
embracing the increasingly global nature of the 
denomination and its General Conference by lessen-
ing the central focus on the U.S. church. A frequent 
complaint about General Conference is that delegates 
spend much of the 10-day global meeting on issues 
that strictly focus on the U.S. 

A new General Book of Discipline would contain 
essential policies and procedures that apply to 
the entire worldwide church. But supplemental 
volumes would contain rules that apply respec-
tively to the diverse cultural and legal contexts of 
various regions. 

Church restructuring proposals
And several church restructure proposals, 

including one offered by the NEJ Global Structure 
Task Force, would put the U.S., or North America, 
on equal organizational footing with other global 
regions of the church. U.S. conferences would meet 
and address their legislative and societal concerns 
separately as one body; and the global General 
Conference would meet to address primarily inter-
national church and societal matters.   

These and other restructuring proposals would 
take at least four years—until the 
2020 General Conference—to be 
refined with annual conference 
feedback and then implemented in 
compliance with the denomination’s 
constitution.

The Connectional Table (CT) will 
propose a process for restructuring 
itself by 2020 into a General Church 
Council that “exemplifies the diver-
sity of our connection,” Taylor-Storm 
shared from presentations she heard. 
The CT believes any restructuring of 
the church should be delayed until 

2020 to allow time to develop a structure that 
“helps our denomination achieve its mission in 
an increasingly interconnected, intergenerational, 
worldwide context.” 

In addition, several groups, including the Min-
istry Study Commission and the Association of 
Annual Conference Lay Leaders, are proposing 
key changes to orders of ministry and the tenure 
of bishops. Their petitions are part of an overall 
concern for ensuring that the church can “broaden 
pathways to ordained ministry” and foster long-
term effectiveness in clergy leadership.

Following the Portland event, Eastern PA’s del-
egates joined others from the Peninsula-Delaware, 
Baltimore-Washington, Greater New Jersey and 
Susquehanna conferences Jan. 30 at First UMC 
Lancaster for a similar briefing on legislative is-
sues. They heard presentations and asked ques-
tions of representatives from the Connectional 
Table, the general boards of Church and Society, 
Archives and History, and Pensions and Health 
Benefits, and the Publishing House. 

When they meet April 2 our delegates will 
interview vetted nominees to endorse for election 
as bishop at the Northeast Jurisdictional (NEJ) 
Conference in July. Currently, there will be expect-
ed openings in two episcopal areas. However, the 
number of elections will be determined when the 
Inter-Jurisdictional Committee on the Episcopacy 
decides in May if the NEJ must lose a bishop and 
thus combine several episcopal areas due to its 
overall membership decline. 

If this happens it is generally expected that the 
Peninsula-Delaware Conference, now aligned with 
Eastern PA as part of the Philadelphia Episcopal 
Area, would be realigned with the Baltimore-Wash-
ington Conference. Then Eastern PA would need to 
be realigned with another adjoining conference, 
most likely Greater New Jersey.

* Listening and Discernment Sessions
1. April 11, 7 to 8:30 PM, Wesley UMC, 2540 Cen-

ter St., Bethlehem PA 
2. April 16, 10 AM to 12 Noon, Simpson House, 

2101 Belmont Ave., Philadelphia PA 
3. April 20, 7 to 8:30 PM, Church of the Good 

Shepherd, 1500 Quentin Rd., Lebanon PA 
4. April 23, 9 to 10:30 AM, Conference Call-in 

Session  (Phone number and instructions will be 
published in the weekly newsletters.) 

More key proposals coming 
to General Conference

Changes for Clergy and Bishops 
Bishops would no 

longer be elected 
for life, ordination 
of United Methodist 
elders and deacons 
would be faster and 
the first step would 
be taken toward ter-
minating guaranteed appointment for clergy.

The Ministry Study Commission report  recom-
mends ministry candidates be ordained upon 
completing educational requirements and being 
approved for provisional conference membership, 
rather than two years later when they are approved 
for full conference membership. Failure to achieve 
full membership would nullify their ordination. 

Also a bachelor’s degree with religion courses 
could fulfill Course of Study requirements for local 
pastors, who would no longer have to be age 40 
or older to pursue local pastor licensing. And new 
rules would strengthen lifelong learning require-
ments and require mentoring or coaching and 
periodic assessments for all clergy.

The Association of Annual Conference Lay Lead-
ers’ clergy leadership proposals could lead even-
tually to the end of guaranteed appointment for 
full elders by giving General Conference delegates 
the right to override a Judicial Council ruling of 
unconstitutionality. The council nullified the 2012 
General Conference decision to eliminate guaran-
teed appointments by declaring it unconstitutional. 

The association would also limit bishops world-
wide to two eight-year terms with reelection after 
four years, after which they would return to their 
annual conferences. And a proposal to reform 
the episcopal complaint process would transfer a 
complaint against a bishop from the jurisdictional 
College of Bishops to the full Council of Bishops if 
the college could not resolve it in 180 days.

Budget increase, dollars decrease
The General Council on Finance and Administra-

tion’s board and the Connectional Table propose a 
1.4 percent increased budget of $611.4 million for 
general church funds in 2017-2020. With projected 
inflation, that budget reportedly represents a 7.2 
percent spending decrease in real dollars. Also pro-
posed is that churches in Africa, Asia and Europe 
would for the first time be asked to support two of 
the seven apportioned general church funds: the 
Episcopal and General Administration funds

Restructure of church agencies
There are numerous proposals to modify the 

general church’s organizational chart, but the 
Connectional Table is not continued on page 5

The Rev. Dawn Taylor-Storm
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haunts and hinders the lives of indigenous peoples in 
our region and across the continent.

A former superintendent and retired clergyman 
in the Upper New York Confer-
ence and also Emeritus General 
Secretary of the General Board of 
Church and Society, Fassett will 
also teach about racism from a 
Native American perspective on 
Thursday evening. In 2008 he 
authored the book Giving Our 
Hearts Away: Native American 
Survival, used by United Meth-
odist Women as a key mission 
study resource. He has been a renowned champion of 
human and civil rights in the U.S. and internationally, 
serving on forums, faculties, study commissions and 
as a delegate to the United Nations Summit on Social 
Development.

Continuing the conference’s heart-opening focus on 
dismantling racism, retired United Methodist Bishop 
Linda Lee will lecture Friday morning on “Creating 
a Church for All People.” She will discuss how we as 
persons, churches and institutions can transform 
and open wide our organizational structures through 

honest, vigilant assessment, 
commitment and accountability. 

In 2000 Lee became the first 
African American woman to be 
elected a bishop in the North 
Central Jurisdiction and served 
terms in her home area of Michi-
gan and in Wisconsin. She has 
chaired the General Commission 
on Religion and Race and served 
as Bishop-in-Residence at Gar-

rett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. A sought-after 
preacher, she has published writings and spoken on 
spirituality, race and culture, and other topics.

Resident Bishop Peggy Johnson will preach about 
the vision of a multicultural church of the future 

during the annual Service of 
Ordination and Commission-
ing, before she consecrates the 
2016 class of elders and deacons 
for ministry. The service will 
take place at historic First UMC 
Lancaster Friday evening; and 
if logistics can be arranged it 
may involve a public procession 
of clergy in white robes and red 
stoles marching the four blocks from the Mar-
riott Hotel to the church. 

Finally, we will welcome back Bishop Marcus Mat-
thews, who served the Philadelphia Episcopal Area as 
a new bishop in 2004-2008. He will preach during the 
Memorial Service to honor clergy and clergy spouses 
who died in the past conference year. 

Bishop Matthews currently 
leads the Washington Episcopal 
Area, serving his home confer-
ence, the Baltimore-Washington 
Conference, where he will retire 
this year. He chairs the North-
eastern Jurisdiction Vision Table, 
the Africa University Develop-
ment Committee and the Coun-
cil of Bishops Leadership Team.

endorsing any of them so far. One proposal, “Plan 
UMC Revised,” removes provisions ruled uncon-
stitutional by the Judicial Council after the 2012 
General Conference adopted “Plan UMC,” a compro-
mise proposal. Many involved in the restructuring 
work were frustrated by the top court’s last-minute 
ruling.

Under Plan UMC Revised, the independent Com-
mission on Religion and Race and Commission on 
the Status and Role of Women would be merged 
into a Connectional Table Committee on Inclusive-
ness. The Commission on Archives and History 
would be absorbed by the General Council on 
Finance and Administration. 

New, adaptable UM Hymnal 
A proposed United Methodist Hymnal would be 

digitized, made customizable and include a core 
section of required music and Wesleyan liturgical 
resources, plus a cloud-based library allowing con-
gregations to create what they need for their own 
ministry settings. If delegates endorse the concept, 
a final proposed hymnal would go to the 2020 Gen-
eral Conference for approval.

Social justice issues
The 2016 General Conference will consider 70 

petitions on social justice concerns received from 
a variety of agencies and groups, and ranging from 
climate change to human trafficking. 

One issue attracting attention is socially respon-
sible investing, including actions taken by the 
General Board of Pension and Health Benefits and 
its Wespath Investment Management regarding 
investment in companies that support construc-
tion of Israeli settlements in Palestinian territories. 
The board implemented a human rights invest-
ment guideline in 2015 and identified companies 
involved in high-risk countries. It recently cited 
five Israeli banks along with other culpable firms 
as ineligible for its investment dollars. But it holds 
stock in other often criticized companies, such as 
construction equipment manufacturer Caterpillar, 
saying it hopes to influence their social responsi-
bility policies. 

The board opposes several General Conference 
resolutions that would force it to divest or limit 
investment in such companies.

Much of this article was adapted from several UM 
News Service releases.

One highlight of the 2016 Annual Conference will be our celebration of the 20th anniversary of the UMC’s Order 
of Deacons, created by the 1996 General Conference. These Deacons, gathered here at their recent Day Apart, 
will be recognized for their service in diverse settings across the Eastern PA Conference. During the conference 
they will also assemble health kits to donate to UMCOR for disaster relief.   John Coleman photo

Annual Conference 2016 Facts
•	June	16-18	at	the	Lancaster	Marriott	Hotel	and	

Convention Center, 25 S Queen St, Lancaster, PA 
•	Hotel	Reservations:	717-239-1600.		$129	a	night	

for 2 nights. Reserve rooms by April 29.
•	District	Pre-Conference	Meetings:	June	5,	3:00-

5:30 PM
•	Registration	opens	March	7
•	Registration	cost:	$225	for	all	members
•	Registration	deadline:	May	13.	Registering	after	

this date will incur a $50 late fee. 
•	Deadline	to	receive	Annual	Conference	Resolu-

tions and Reports: May 13 (no extensions)
•	To	reserve	display	space	contact	Lori	Henning	

at exhibitcoordinator@epaumc.org or 610-544-1400. 

Act of Repentance to open 2016 Annual Conference 
Continued from Page 1

continued from page 4

More key proposals coming 
to General Conference

Fassett

Lee

Johnson

Matthews

Lancaster Convention Center’s Freedom Hall
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Possible changes ahead in our districts and conference
BISHOP PEGGY A. JOHNSON

Among the many 
duties of the of-
fice of the bish-

op is that of forming 
districts.  Paragraph 
416.4 of the 2012 Book 
of Discipline states 

that bishops are “to form the districts 
after consultation with the district su-
perintendents and after the number of 
the same has been determined by vote 
of the annual conference.”  

Three years ago we considered the 
possibility of decreasing our number 
of districts from six to four.  At that 
time the rationale was to save up more 
money for the unfunded Pre-1982 
clergy pension liability and to order 
our supervision in a different way.  
However, at our 2013 annual confer-
ence session we voted to maintain the 
six districts.  

Recently the Rev. Gary Nicholson has 
asked to be reappointed as pastor of a 
local church. With the vacancy of the 
Northwest District Superintendent I 
wish to use this year to consider once 
again the possibility of decreasing the 
number of districts. To that end I have 
appointed an interim superintendent, 
the Rev. Joe Tyson, to serve the North-
west District during the 2016-2017 
conference year (beginning in July).  I 
extend my appreciation to Rev. Nichol-
son for his excellence in leadership and 
ministry as the Northwest DS for the 
past 5 years. 

Downsizing rationale is financial
The rationale for downsizing the 

number of districts is financial.  We 
continue to receive less money from 
our churches in Connectional Ministry 
Fund apportionment giving; and fewer 
churches are paying in full their billed 
funds for clergy pension and health 
benefits and for property and liability 
insurance. Conference Treasurer Jim 
Cruickshank is preparing a report that 
shows these shortcomings, which he 
will disseminate to the conference this 
week.

In addition, many churches have 
not fulfilled their pledges toward the 
capital campaign to fund Pre-1982 
pensions, and the recent revision of the 
mortality tables, weak financial market 
conditions, and lower interest rate as-
sumptions will increase our unfunded 
liability.  Meanwhile, more churches 

have closed, more churches are going 
part-time, and less money is coming in 
each year.  We simply have to consider 
ways to live within our means so that 
we are able to pay our bills, fulfill our 
obligations to our retirees and not con-
tinue to raise apportionments.  

To have four districts means that 
superintending needs to be done in 
new ways. Each superintendent in this 
new configuration of four would have 
approximately 100 churches.  This is 
more or less the average number of 
churches per superintendent in other 
conferences in the U.S.  

With the development of our “Mission 
Connexions,” many of our churches 
are now configured in clusters that can 
provide a source of local resourcing 
and handling charge conferences and 
other kinds of administration.  We are 
also considering assisting each district 
with stipend funds to hire retirees to 
assist with various non-supervisory 
meetings.  And we will consider ex-
panding the role of the District Re-
source Assistants. 

Video-conferencing and live-stream-
ing technology will be explored in or-
der to facilitate district meetings. These 
developments could save on driving 
times and expenses.  The possibilities 
are endless.  

A better plan now than in 2013
The cabinet is currently working on a 

model for reconfiguring the conference 
into four districts.  This will not be 
the same model as presented in 2013.  
Some of what we learned from the last 
plan to downsize is helping us to for-
mulate a better plan this time. 

The conference treasurer, the district 
superintendents and I will be visit-
ing every district during the month of 
April to show the map of the proposed 
plan and to get suggestions and answer 
questions.  We will also celebrate some 
of the good work that our apportion-
ments and our districts are doing 
in the life of our conference and the 
denomination.  The dates and district 
locations are as follows:
•	 Mon. April 4, 2016 – 7:00 pm – Elam 

UMC (Southeast)
•	 Tue. April 5, 2016 – 7:00 pm – First 

UMC in Phoenixville (Central)
•	 Tue. April 12, 2016 – 7:00 pm – First 

UMC in Schuylkill Haven (North-
west)

•	 Tue. April 19, 2016 – 7:00 pm – 
Huntingdon Valley UMC (East)

•	 Mon. April 25, 2016 – 7:00 pm – 
Hope UMC in Ephrata (Southwest)

•	 Wed. April 27, 2016 – 7:00 pm – 
Quakertown UMC (Northeast)

Lay and clergy are invited to these 
gatherings and anyone can attend the 
meeting which is most convenient.  

Following these question and feed-
back sessions, we will consider the 
proposed configuration design further 

and make any necessary modifications.  
The final draft will be presented at our 
Annual Conference June 16-18, 2016, at 
the Lancaster Marriott in Penn Square.  
It will not be voted on until our Ad-
journed Session of Conference on Sat-
urday, October 1, 2016, to be held again 
at Bethany UMC’s Macungie Campus.  
If we vote to decrease the number of 
districts, it will not go into effect until 
July 1, 2017. 

Downsizing NEJ episcopal areas?
It is important to take 

note that in July 2016 we 
may experience a recon-
figuration of episcopal 
areas in our Northeastern 
Jurisdiction.  The jurisdic-
tion’s overall membership 
has dropped below the 
prescribed number needed 
to maintain nine episcopal 
areas.  

An appeal to postpone 
this downsizing until 
2020 is being made to the 
Interjurisdictional Episcopacy Commit-
tee, which will meet at General Confer-
ence May 15, 2016.  If the appeal is not 
granted the Eastern PA and Peninsula 
Delaware conferences that make up 
the Philadelphia Episcopal Area will be 
split and each become part of two other 
episcopal areas with different partner 
conferences.  

Nothing has been decided officially 
at this time because we are waiting 
for the appeal decision and also for a 
ruling from the Judicial Council as to 
who determines the configuration.  The 
Book of Discipline is unclear and the 
Judicial Council will give us guidance 

during its regularly scheduled meeting 
in May. 

That said, there may be another epis-
copal leader assigned to the Eastern 
PA Conference during the NEJ meeting 
in Lancaster (July 11-15, 2016).  It is 
possible I may be assigned as bishop 
again to this area if we don’t downsize 
until 2020.  However we simply have no 
way of knowing.  We trust God for the 
leading of the Holy Spirit in all things.   
If there is a new bishop assigned to this 
conference in 2016, waiting to vote on 

the number and configu-
ration of districts would 
give your new episcopal 
leader a chance to look 
over the plans that have 
been drawn up and give 
leadership.  

An Adjourned Session 
in October also gives us 
a more timely picture of 
what our financial situa-
tion may be in 2017 and 
allows us to consider and 
vote on a more realistic 

2017 budget on that day as well.  
Please join me in ardent prayer for 

this time of discernment around 
the ordering of our conference life 
together for the future, a future that 
will be challenging but full of hope, I 
believe.  May all that we 
decide advance the work 
of our continuing mission: 
Making Disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the Transforma-
tion of the World. 

Thank you for your faith-
fulness always. 



                             www.epaumc.org     Winter 2016   7                 NEWSpirit!

From Kenya 
to Tanzania
Mission connection may 
expand pastoral training

BY JOHN W. COLEMAN

Training Kenyan pastors--mostly 
non-denominational pastors who 
can’t attend seminary--has been 

a passion project for the Rev. Gordon 
Hendrickson for a decade. But now 
that educational opportunity may be 
extended to United Methodist pastors 
in Tanzania as well, thanks to Eastern 
PA Conference efforts.

Hendrickson, who is retired but 
serves part-time as Conference Coordi-
nator of Congregational Development, 
returned in mid-February from his 
tenth trip to the Acts 6-Bethany-Muth-
ura Pastors School near Meru, a rural 
area of central Kenya. He helped start 
the struggling school in 2006, raising 
funds through his nonprofit ministry 
enterprise, Acts 6, with assistance from 
Bethany UMC in Allentown and other 

supporters.  
The students are mostly from about 

three dozen small, independent 
churches and non-mainline denomi-
nations. Most are poor, have only a 
secondary-school education, and lack 
the funds and credentials needed to 
enroll in formal colleges, which are few 
in the area. Some walk up to two hours 
to attend classes. But they are willing 
to go the distance to learn how to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ while serving 
and growing churches in their many 
towns and villages. 

To attend the school’s latest gradua-
tion in February Hendrickson took with 
him the Rev. Truman Brooks, senior 
pastor of West Chester UMC, who has 
gone before to teach there. So have 
other clergy-friends who teach classes 
in the Eastern PA Conference’s Local 
Pastor Licensing School,  but who pay 
their own way to Kenya for the joy of 
this teaching adventure. Hendrickson 
also took his boss, the Rev. Christopher 
Kurien, Conference Director of Con-
nectional Ministries, who had another 
mission in mind. 

After awarding certificates to 54 new 
graduates--bringing the total to about 
145 over 10 years--the trio journeyed 

south to Dar es Salaam, the 
capital of Tanzania. They 
visited the Rev. Mutwale Nt-
ambo Wa Mushidi, a Global 
Ministries missionary there 
who receives support from 
churches in Eastern PA and 
other conferences. He and 
his wife, Kabaka Alphon-
sine, itinerated together in 
our conference in Octo-
ber 2014. They manage a 
church, pre-school and  
programs for women and 
children through the  
Tanzania Provisional Conference, a 
subsidiary of the North Katanga  
Annual Conference in Congo. 

Pastors School in Tanzania
This wasn’t just a social visit. Mushidi 

and another Tanzanian pastor, the Rev. 
Alfred Njau, convened about 20 clergy 
for a mini-pastors school of their own, 
offering sampler courses in worship, 
preaching and pastoral care. The visit-
ing team taught but also helped them 
explore the possibility of launching a 
full, annual pastors school for Tanza-
nian clergy, who now must travel to 
Zambia to receive training. 

One other person joined them, 
someone who just might help make 
this dream come true. The Rev. James 
Mwita, an energetic Kenyan Methodist 
(not United Methodist) pastor on hiatus 
to complete a Ph.D. degree, helped 
Hendrickson start and now coordi-
nates many aspects of the pastors 
school near Meru.  He is responsible for 
getting the students there, providing 
English-Swahili language interpretation 
for teachers, and many other duties.

Mwita met Mushidi and began forg-
ing a friendship while sharing ideas 

and insights from his experiences in 
managing and promoting a local pas-
tors school. He also taught and helped 
interpret lessons for the Tanzanian 
pastors. Now they want him to return 
for another session in April.

Making global connections
But Kurien has a longer vision in 

mind. While rooming with Mwita 
during the visit, he began telling the 
young, enthusiastic pastor/scholar 
about mission opportunities in The 
United Methodist Church that may 
enable him and his wife to serve and 
help expand the denomination’s lim-
ited presence in Kenya and perhaps in 
Tanzania as well. Kurien promised to 
connect Mwita with East Africa Bishop 
Daniel Wandabula, who formerly 
served with Kurien on the General 
Commission on Religion and Race.

Connect, indeed. Thanks to the 
global connection that is The United 
Methodist Church and some visionary, 
mission-minded leaders, Hendrickson’s 
once-fledgling passion project is about 
to grow wings and fly south. And it 
may one day lead to the denomination’s 
growth in churches and trained pastors 
across East Africa. 

An Advance Special Project

LUMINA loves kids and it shows
LUMINA, Lancaster United Method-

ist Inner-city Alliance, a coopera-
tive mission project of the Eastern 

PA Conference and Southwest District 
churches, serves all ages but radiates 
most of its affection on children and 
youth of low-income families. 

At the agency’s recent 2015 annual 
meeting, Executive Director Correen 
Russo (right) invited these young 
participants to thank members and 
supporters for the many programs that 
have benefitted them over the years. 
LUMINA provides:
•	 Kids Nights, offering fun fellow-

ship and discipleship training 
twice a week at two UM churches, 
Otterbein and New Creation, with 
games, crafts, snacks, interactive 
Bible lessons and an annual, fully 
costumed Christmas Eve pag-
eant, all led by volunteers from 
various district churches.

•	 Matching “camperships” from 
sponsors to help send deserv-
ing kids to summer camp at 
Gretna Glen, along with sleeping 
bags and duffel bags containing 
needed camping supplies. 

•	 God’s Chefs Cooking Class at LU-
MINA and other church locations, 
in which students learn to safely 
prepare healthy meals while also 
learning teamwork and other 
positive behaviors.

•	 Donated school uniforms, which 
are costly but mandatory in Lan-
caster schools

•	 Christmas gifts for poor families 
and a “shopping party,” where 
kids get to shop for their fami-
lies.

LUMINA, located at Lancaster’s Otter-
bein UMC, also operates a professional 
clothing bank for adult job-seekers and 
aids families with basic and emer-

gency needs. They are always in need 
of financial help and volunteers. Learn 
more at www.luminaoutreach.org.

Moreover, LUMINA is one of 24 East-
ern PA Conference Advance Special 
Projects for 2015-16, approved and 
recommended for second-mile giving 
support from churches, groups and 
individuals. Applications for 2016-17 

Advance Special Project approval are 
being accepted until March 15. New 
projects will be approved at the 2016 
Annual Conference in June. Learn more 
about Advance Special Projects and 
download the application on our Web-
site at www.epaumc.org/ministry/
mission-outreach.

John Coleman photo

Graduates of the Acts 6-Bethany-Muthura Pastors School

Rev. Gordon Hendrickson, Rev. Christopher Kurien and  
Rev. Truman Brooks discuss their upcoming visit to East Africa
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‘WORD’ wisdom energizes Pen-Del Youth Rally
STORY AND PHOTOS BY JOHN W. COLEMAN

In the beginning, and right up to the end, was the 
“WORD” at the 2016 Peninsula–Delaware Confer-
ence Youth Rally, Jan. 8-10. And it came bursting 

forth with prophetic power, undeniably touching lives 
and healing young hearts throughout the Ocean City, 
Md., convention center. 

Nearly 5,000 youth and adults--a tenth of them 
coming from the Eastern PA Conference—filled the 
vast venue with their energy as they reacted to the 
WORD shared in sermons and scriptures, righteous 
raps, tearful testimonies and songs with life-affirm-
ing lyrics. 

The WORD seemed to pulsate in, around and 
through them like a Pentecost Spirit setting hearts, 
minds and tongues a loose. 

Fellowship Creative, a 
young, talented, energetic 
Christian rock band from 
the Dallas area, brought the 
stage to life and the youth 
to their feet, as they con-
nected with their rapt audi-
ence through inspirational 
lyrics and songs that varied 
from the kinetic to the 

contemplative. Two other Christian groups, Disciple 
and Moriah Peters with her Fierce Females band, 
performed evening concerts. And West Coast poet 
and rapper Propaganda riffed and rhymed on various 
topics while bantering with his 
young audience.

But the deserving headliner 
who inspired the most reac-
tion—from laughter to tears, 
from sing-a-longs to call-and-
response shout-outs—was the 
incomparable Reggie Dabbs. 
This virtual prophet and peren-
nial youth rally favorite seemed 
to speak into the hearts of his 
attentive listeners—both youth 

and adults— offering scripture and dramatic true 
stories of lives redeemed from tragedy to triumph 
because of God’s grace.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled,” he quoted 
repeatedly, assuring the youth of their promised vic-
tory in Christ and offering a popular axiom that’s as 
good as any mantra: “No Jesus, No Hope. Know Jesus, 
Know Hope.” 

Dabbs ended his Saturday 
night sermon with a passionate, 
persistent altar call that drew 
thousands of youth to the front 
and sides of the darkened hall 
and into the embrace of pastors and youth leaders 
waiting to receive them and their confessions for 
Christ. 

Much more happened besides those big moments. 
Daily devotions focused on listening, relating and 
responding to the Word. And lively breakout sessions 
helped youth and youth workers explore networking, 
wisdom-sharing, effective youth ministry, mission 
opportunities and other topics, including: 
•	 “WORD Play,” led by David Piltz, Eastern PA 

Conference Coordinator of 
Young People’s Ministries; and 

•	 “Explicit Truth,” which exam-
ined the controlling and often 
destructive messages of our 
culture and society.

There was the “Battle of the Youth 
Groups,” a raucous team-building 
tournament, and also this year’s en-
core of “Spittin’ the Word,” a preach-
ing competition won by Hopewell 
UMC’s Grace Puy. 

Bishop Peggy Johnson ended the 
weekend rally, as always, with a mov-

ing Communion service and a parting WORD of faith 
and hope before her benediction. 

“This Pen-Del Rally was, in a ‘WORD,’ exceptional,” 
said Piltz. “The Eastern PA presence was significant 
as always. Our youth and adults experienced time to 
connect with God and with each other, to renew their 
faith and to consider how God’s WORD impacts them 
daily. It’s an impact that I hope they are sharing with 
others back in their homes, churches, schools and 
communities.”

For the “WORD Play” session, Piltz, who also directs 
the Open Door Campus Ministry at Philadelphia’s 
Drexel University, invited Drexel student Jenny Kang 

to come talk about her 
faith and reliance on 
God that enabled her 
to overcome daunting 
family burdens, alien-
ation and depression 
in her youth. 

“It was tough, but I 
learned that no matter 
what I have to face, 
God is always there 
for me, even when no 
one else is,” Kang told 
several hundred youth 
and adults, the larg-

est gathering she had ever addressed. Evidently, she 
touched a chord, as many responded to her testimo-
ny, asking numerous questions about how she coped 
with her struggles. 

 “God is always there for you, too” she told them, 
adding a WORD of encouragement that many youth 
need to hear repeatedly: 
“Just don’t give up.” 

Note: Be sure 
to read inspir-
ing reflections 
by Jenny Kang, 
Grace Puy and 

other Eastern PA Confer-
ence youth ministry lead-
ers on their Pen-Del Youth 
Rally experiences, pages 
9-10.
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Cherishing the last time
My experience at the Youth Rally was good. There 

were some powerful sermons led by Reggie (Dabbs) 
and a very successful event led by CCYM (Confer-
ence Council on Youth Ministry) and David Piltz. 
Being a high school senior means this will most 
likely be my last year going to this rally; so I really 
just took in all that was going on and cherished 
this last time. It is a great experience, and I would 
advise anyone who hasn’t done it to do it next year.

CONNOR ZORGER, SENIOR, CCYM

Power in sharing 
one’s story

The opportunity to attend 
the Pen-Del Youth Rally was the 
most amazing experience of 
my life. I didn’t know what to 
expect, but it was mind-blowing. 

Reggie Dabbs was the main 
speaker and words cannot 

explain how much he opened my eyes to faith. His 
words were impeccable. Looking around, I could 
see he had an impact on everyone in the room. 
I saw tears among children, teens, parents and 
youth leaders—not tears of sadness but of healing 
and restored belief. 

Everyone there was so welcoming. The sense of 
community was strong, and although it was my 
first time at this event, I felt like I belonged.

I mainly attended this event to help out David 
Piltz, Campus Minister at Drexel University’s Open 
Door Campus Ministry, where I am a student lead-
er. He had two sessions where he talked about how 
words can impact someone positively or negatively. 
He asked me to give a testimony about a personal 
struggle in my life and how I overcame it. 

Honestly, I was afraid because I have never shared 
my personal struggles with anyone, not even my 
family. Now I was going to do it on stage in front of 
strangers, which really freaked me out. However, 
I reminded myself that God is with me, and then I 
did it. The aftermath was the most beautiful part to 
me. People were interested in my story; they would 
come up to me and tell me how inspired they were 
from my story.

The fact that my story reached not only the kids 
but adults as well was unbelievable. I was tearing 
up as people told me their stories, and I realized 
how thankful I was for this opportunity. Not only 
was I able to inspire others, but they also made me 
realize that I shouldn’t be ashamed of my strug-
gles. 

My faith in God has never been stronger, and 
this to me is proof that God is in all of us. He was 
with me while I told my story, and he was with the 
many others who told me how inspired they were 
from my story. I’ve never felt so inspired in my life 
before. This weekend was truly amazing. I gained 
so much and lost nothing.

JENNY KANG, DREXEL UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT LEADER AT OPEN DOOR CAMPUS MINISTRY
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He equips the called
“WORD.” That was the theme 

of this year’s Youth Rally in 
Ocean City Md. My youth group, 
along with many others, spent 
the weekend learning about what 
God tells us in his Word, and how 
he reveals his great plans for us 
through the Bible. 

We heard an amazing preacher, 
Reggie Dabbs, along with other speakers in the 
breakout sessions. And we got to listen to a variety of 
music from rapper/spoken-word artist Propaganda, 
rock band Disciple, and Moriah Peters and her Fierce 
Female Band. Fellowship Creative led us in some fan-
tastic worship for the weekend, and we closed with 
Communion from Bishop Peggy Johnson on Sunday. 

I think where I may have learned the most, however, 
was in the opportunity to preach in front of about 
4,000 students and adult leaders on Sunday morning.

Last year, I discovered from the brochure that there 
would be a preaching competition (“Spittin’ da Word”) 
at the rally. Since I had preached once or twice for my 
youth group, I decided to give it a go. I managed to 
write a decent sermon and auditioned it at the rally. It 
wasn’t the best-written sermon, which is why I wasn’t 
able to win the competition. 

However, I walked away with some really strong 
advice from some great judges who encouraged me to 
try again this year. As soon as I saw that the competi-
tion would happen again at this year’s rally, I decided 
to sign up. 

Spittin’ da Word
I started thinking about my sermon, but I didn’t 

get it finished until a couple days before the rally. I 
had so much trouble finding the right parts of the 
scripture given to me, but I finally pulled together 
a sermon that I thought was probably what at least 
one person might need to hear. Actually, it was what I 
needed to hear myself.

As I waited to audition, I started to feel nauseous 
and thought I wouldn’t be able to do it. But I went into 
the audition room and presented the sermon I had 
written with all my heart and soul (and God’s help). 
About 20 hours later, I was backstage getting ready to 
preach it in front of everyone there. 

I didn’t know how I would be able to do it. There 
were so many faces in the crowd that I didn’t know. 
What if I suddenly blanked when I got on stage? But 
God helped me, through the prayers of those who 
were with me backstage; and once I got up there, I 
breezed through with little fear. 

From this experience, I have felt the phrase, “God 
doesn’t call the equipped...he equips the called,” come 
to life. Something I didn’t think I would be able to do, 
something I didn’t think I could ever achieve, I man-
aged to do with God’s help. The advice given to me by 
judges the previous year and the guidance of pastors 
at my church equipped me to do something that I 
think I may be called to do.

I thought in the past that preaching may have been 
something I was called to do, and in this experience, 
God may have confirmed my call. I never felt before 
that I had what I needed to be able to preach effective-
ly. But after this experience, many told me I needed 
to continue preaching. I know God will give me the 
skills I need to do whatever work he has planned for 
me. 

So I’ll keep preaching, and I’ll keep listening to what 
God is telling me, because he’ll tell me what I need to 
know to fulfill the plans he describes in his Word. 

GRACE PUY, OF HOPEWELL UMC 
WINNER OF THE 2016 “SPITTIN’ DA WORD” CONTEST

Eastern PA 
Conference 
Youth Rally 

April 24
The 2016 East-

ern PA Conference 
Youth Rally, Sunday, 
April 24, 3 to 7 PM, 
at Hopewell UMC in 
Downingtown, will 
feature Todd Waites, 
an extraordinary 
one-armed keyboard-
ist for the Christian 

music group ApologetiX. Todd likes to share with 
concert audiences his story of how Christ enabled 
him to overcome adversity. Also appearing will be 
Hopewell’s own #JesusTrending Christian youth 
band, and spoken-word performances from several 
remarkable youth and young adults.

More information to come from David Piltz, Con-
ference Coordinator of Young People’s Ministries 
(dpiltz@epaumc.org).  

CCYM: Staying closer to God
When I first came to C.C.Y.M. I did not know what 

to expect. I remember going to one of the youth 
retreats. I wasn’t a member, but I decided that 
C.C.Y.M. was something to be a part of.  I asked 
Dave Piltz and joined right away because I knew 
this was my chance to give back to my church. 

C.C.Y.M. definitely helped me stay closer to God. 
The deeds done in his name always seemed to be 
more impactful to me as an individual, and I really 
felt as though I was making a difference in people’s 
lives. I know there are many people today dealing 
with things that I personally could not imagine 
going through myself. All I know is you have to 
surround yourself with good people who will lis-
ten, keep things private and most importantly, do 
anything they can to help you. 

I have never had contact with my biological 
father. As a result of this, I have had immense 
problems with my self- worth.  C.C.Y.M. not only al-
lowed me to be heard in a safe environment, but it 
also helped me find a sense of purpose. Since then, 
I have never dealt with the things that brought me 
down in the same way. Now I can think of all the 
youth who have come to our events and become 
closer to God and even enjoyed themselves. 

C.C.Y.M. has been a very important part of my 
life, and honestly, I don’t know if I’m ready to leave 
it. That being said, it now comes time for new ideas 
and some fresh faces. Someday I hope to return 
and do my part to lead. I can’t wait to come back 
and see what C.C.Y.M. has become.

MIKE HIGH, SENIOR, CCYM

CCYM: A chance to help
I remember my first meeting with C.C.Y.M. I was 

scared, nervous and excited. I had a mixture of 
emotions, and I did not know what to expect. I 
thought to myself, “Just sit there and listen.” So I 
did, and do you know what? I was impressed. 

They explained how we were to plan and orga-
nize events to help youth connect with God. At that 
time I knew a couple of people who were at rock 
bottom, and to me this was my calling. Jesus was 
saying to me, “This is your chance to help.” 

So over time, as we created events, not just me 
but everyone has had the chance to hear the inspi-
rational stories the kids have to share. 

Being in my position is truly a blessing. I love 
to see the smiles and hear all the stories we have 
through our retreats, meetings and rallies. Being a 
part of this organization has definitely changed my 
life for the better. It has given me leadership skills, 
the ability to open up and relate, and also to listen. 

These key concepts are going to help me through-
out my entire life, and I can safely say that I am 
much closer to God than I was expecting to be 
when I first started. So with that I am honored to 
say I was a part of such a moving organization 
called C.C.Y.M.

KAYLA BARTKEWICH, SENIOR, CCYM
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Central District

2015 Church Remittance Report
as of January 31, 2016

If you have questions about this report, e-mail remittances@epaumc.org or call 
(800) 828-9093 ext. 7015.

Church Name 2015 Budget 2015 Paid %

Ardmore $77,275 $77,275 100.0%

Berwyn $91,289 $82,385 90.2%

Bethel $56,796 $56,796 100.0%

Bethel Hill $84,284 $84,284 100.0%

Birdsboro: Christ $7,536 $7,536 100.0%

Birdsboro: Focht Memorial $22,202 $22,202 100.0%

Bryn Mawr: St. Luke $77,306 $77,306 100.0%

Cedarville $89,137 $89,137 100.0%

Charlestown $9,457 $9,457 100.0%

Conshohocken $44,974 $42,895 95.4%

Coventryville $54,636 $54,636 100.0%

Douglassville: Hope $49,072 $16,371 33.4%

Elverson $54,217 $54,217 100.0%

Evansburg $13,454 $13,454 100.0%

Geigertown: St. Paul's $50,132 $50,132 100.0%

Goodwill $27,694 $27,694 100.0%

Harmony $22,833 $22,833 100.0%

Havertown: Hope $64,834 $63,358 97.7%

Havertown: Union $80,440 $80,440 100.0%

Honey Brook $17,481 $17,481 100.0%

Lafayette Hill: Messiah $52,885 $52,885 100.0%

Lansdale: Christ $104,942 $103,246 98.4%

Lansdale: First $97,166 $97,166 100.0%

Lincoln Park: Community $59,684 $59,684 100.0%

Mohnton: Calvary $83,528 $83,528 100.0%

Mont Clare: Otterbein $21,832 $21,832 100.0%

Morgantown $17,883 $17,883 100.0%

New Berlinville: St. Andrew $62,698 $62,698 100.0%

New Hanover $169,422 $169,422 100.0%

Norristown: Asbury $54,797 $54,797 100.0%

Norristown: Haws Avenue $69,467 $54,031 77.8%

North Wales: Sanctuary $89,388 $89,388 100.0%

NorthStar $11,331 $11,331 100.0%

Paoli $91,245 $60,373 66.2%

Phila.: Arch Street $98,875 $98,875 100.0%

Phila.: Camphor Memorial $43,656 $27,194 62.3%

Phila.: Devereux Memorial $23,042 $11,796 51.2%

Phila.: Emmanuel $31,988 $24,617 77.0%

Phila.: Haven Peniel $44,245 $22,456 50.8%

Phila.: Mid-Town Parish $17,613 $17,613 100.0%

Phila.: Mother African Zoar $25,716 $25,716 100.0%

Phila.: Mount Zion $51,783 $30,721 59.3%

Phila.: New Vision $43,284 $500 1.2%

Phila.: Simpson-Fletcher $6,802 $6,802 100.0%

Phila.: St. Barnabas-Bethsaida $52,733 $1,933 3.7%

Phila.: St. George's $43,878 $43,878 100.0%

Phila.: Tindley Temple $67,895 $26,982 39.7%

Phoenixville: First $109,504 $109,504 100.0%

Pottstown: First $47,263 $45,873 97.1%

Pottstown: Salem $8,906 $1,000 11.2%

Radnor $16,357 $16,357 100.0%

Reading: Grace $5,329 $5,329 100.0%

Reading: Holy Cross $79,924 $79,924 100.0%

Reading: St. Matthews $6,738 $2,282 33.9%

Royersford $64,447 $64,447 100.0%

Spring City $60,288 $25,218 41.8%

St. Peter's: Mount Carmel $11,016 $11,016 100.0%

StartingPointPhilly $17,335 $17,335 100.0%

Temple $10,212 $10,212 100.0%

Valley Forge $20,167 $20,167 100.0%

Valley Forge: St. Matthew's $101,782 $101,782 100.0%

Wayne $165,394 $165,394 100.0%

West Lawn $186,460 $186,460 100.0%

Wyomissing: Calvary $23,101 $19,447 84.2%

Clergy learn financial leadership in Foundation academy

Sixty-two Eastern PA, Baltimore-Washington and Peninsula-Delaware Conference clergy have attended 
the Mid-Atlantic UM Foundation’s Financial Leadership Academy in Wilmington, Del., since January 
2015. Gathered in a mixed small group here during the first session are Eastern PA Conference pastors 
(standing, from left) Herbert Coe, Sharon Barley and Charles Cole. Seated are Dan Lebo, James McIntire 
and Lydia Muñoz.  The fourth session in January 2016 featured Moses Kumar, head of the General 
Council on Finance and Administration, who spoke on Church Finances, including “effective ways to 
communicate trends and best practices with finance teams.” Lay finance leaders were invited to join 
their participating pastors at the session.

The next session, scheduled for April 18-20 at the Hilton Hotel in Christiana, will focus on best practices 
in Nonprofit Fundraising. The final session, Oct. 17-19, on Planned Giving, will be led by the Rev. Ken 
Sloane, Director of Stewardship and Connectional Ministries for the General Board of Discipleship. The 
Foundation is receiving nominations from cabinets and current students for invitation to the next six-
session academy, which begins in October. Meanwhile Foundation leaders are designing a comprehen-
sive financial leadership training experience for laity as well.   John Coleman photo

Fund 2015 Budget 2015 Paid Balance %

Connectional 
Ministries $3, 731, 007.55 $3, 167, 887.68 $563, 119.87 84.91%

World Service 
Fund $1, 456, 800.13 $1, 239, 091.76 $217, 708.37 85.06%

General Church 
Fund $1, 396, 394.91 $1, 181, 054.38 $215, 340.53 84.58%

Church remittance payments 
decline, shortfalls increase

Of the Eastern PA Conference’s 429 churches, 249 paid 100 percent of their 
total conference remittances for 2015.  While 288 churches paid 90 percent 
or more, 10 paid 0 percent.

Of the $18,177,595  total remitted, churches paid 88.2 percent overall (compared 
to 90.3 percent in 2014), or $15,979,918, leaving a $2,137,676 shortfall. While the 
Conference collected over $2.4 million in  remittances in December alone, it was 
not enough to offset the lower level of collections during the year, increasing the 
2015 annual shortfall by approximately $370,000 over the 2014 shortfall.

Total apportioned giving to the Conference’s Connectional Ministries Fund, the 
United Methodist Church’s World Service Fund, which supports worldwide minis-
tries, and the denomination’s administrative General Church Fund all came in at 
$5,561,341, or 84 percent of the amount billed, the lowest level in the past several 
years.

GIVING ANALYSIS PROVIDED BY JAMES CRUICKSHANK, CONFERENCE TREASURER
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Northeast District
Church Name 2015 Budget 2015 Paid %

Ackermanville $49,021 $40,065 81.7%

Allentown: Asbury $168,661 $168,661 100.0%

Allentown: Emmanuel $13,974 $13,974 100.0%

Allentown: La Trinidad $20,535 $11,200 54.5%

Allentown: Salem $55,319 $55,319 100.0%

Analomink $6,819 $6,819 100.0%

Audenried-Jeanesville $3,160 $3,160 100.0%

Bangor: First $60,796 $60,796 100.0%

Belfast: Wesley $10,013 $10,013 100.0%

Bethlehem: Epworth $53,233 $53,233 100.0%

Bethlehem: Fritz $26,170 $26,170 100.0%

Bethlehem: Korean $17,419 $5,289 30.4%

Bethlehem: Wesley $124,603 $98,729 79.2%

Black Creek $49,328 $49,328 100.0%

Blakeslee $6,277 $6,277 100.0%

Bowmanstown: Faith Alive $58,018 $58,018 100.0%

Bushkill $9,393 $9,393 100.0%

Canadensis $14,197 $14,197 100.0%

Chapman Quarries $37,941 $37,941 100.0%

Cherry Lane $41,849 $13,671 32.7%

Cherry Valley $50,145 $43,038 85.8%

Coaldale $4,504 $4,504 100.0%

Conyngham $19,609 $16,341 83.3%

Danielsville: Salem $7,594 $7,594 100.0%

Drums: St. Paul's $18,769 $9,406 50.1%

East Bangor $51,517 $51,517 100.0%

East Stroudsburg $116,392 $116,392 100.0%

Easton: Christ $29,377 $0 0.0%

Easton: Green Pond $62,050 $62,049 100.0%

Effort $50,511 $36,299 71.9%

Emerald: St. Peter's $23,016 $23,016 100.0%

Freeland: Park $2,975 $2,975 100.0%

Hazleton: Diamond $17,714 $17,714 100.0%

Hellertown: St. Paul $20,163 $20,163 100.0%

Jim Thorpe: Grace-St. Paul $19,068 $19,068 100.0%

Lattimer $5,084 $5,084 100.0%

Lehighton: Ebenezer $6,953 $6,953 100.0%

McMichaels $13,764 $13,764 100.0%

Moore Twp.: Covenant $60,585 $60,585 100.0%

Mountainhome $59,204 $59,204 100.0%

Mt. Pocono $44,235 $44,235 100.0%

Neola $15,222 $15,222 100.0%

Nesquehoning: Meed's Memorial $9,259 $9,259 100.0%

Palmerton: Salem $7,564 $6,201 82.0%

Paradise Valley: Keokee Chapel $6,335 $0 0.0%

Parryville $2,735 $0 0.0%

Pen Argyl: Grace $90,380 $90,380 100.0%

Perkasie $51,397 $42,279 82.3%

Pocono Lake $56,101 $23,308 41.5%

Poplar Valley $9,523 $9,523 100.0%

Quakertown $69,783 $69,783 100.0%

Reeders $37,871 $34,893 92.1%

Richmond $23,420 $23,420 100.0%

Saylorsburg: St. Peter's $16,321 $16,321 100.0%

Slatedale: Salem $8,414 $0 0.0%

Springtown: Salem $20,648 $20,598 99.8%

Stroudsburg $68,693 $68,693 100.0%

Stroudsburg: Faith $28,178 $28,178 100.0%

Summit Hill $5,825 $5,825 100.0%

Tamaqua: First $22,676 $21,352 94.2%

Telford: Grace $64,614 $51,401 79.6%

Tobyhanna $43,744 $26,603 60.8%

Weatherly: Centenary $7,760 $7,760 100.0%

Wescosville: Bethany $373,227 $373,227 100.0%

White Haven $22,592 $22,592 100.0%

Wind Gap: First $5,400 $5,400 100.0%

Wooddale $13,954 $13,954 100.0%

Woxall: Tabor $92,944 $92,944 100.0%

Zionsville: Salem $10,904 $10,904 100.0%

East District
Church Name 2015 Budget 2015 Paid %

Ambler: Calvary $54,346 $34,163 62.9%

Bensalem $60,055 $60,055 100.0%

Bensalem: Korean $33,877 $19,482 57.5%

Bristol: First $34,859 $18,542 53.2%

Bristol: Harriman $28,825 $24,228 84.1%

Chalfont $39,528 $39,528 100.0%

Cornwells Heights: Cornwells $19,374 $17,248 89.0%

Croydon: Wilkinson Memorial $13,572 $5,270 38.8%

Doylestown $166,963 $166,963 100.0%

Fairless Hills: Christ $75,713 $75,713 100.0%

Fairless Hills: First $59,100 $59,100 100.0%

Fallsington $13,492 $13,492 100.0%

Glenside: Lighthouse Fellowship $71,342 $71,342 100.0%

Glenside: Lighthouse Korean $4,300 $4,300 100.0%

Hatboro: Lehman Memorial $114,616 $114,616 100.0%

Hulmeville: Neshamony $12,203 $4,650 38.1%

Huntingdon Valley $70,290 $70,290 100.0%

Ivyland: St. John's $83,632 $83,632 100.0%

Jarrettown $115,756 $115,756 100.0%

Jenkintown $7,000 $7,000 100.0%

Lahaska $8,780 $8,780 100.0%

Langhorne $73,616 $47,051 63.9%

Levittown: Emilie $160,194 $114,015 71.2%

Montgomery Square $49,617 $49,617 100.0%

Morrisville $81,624 $81,624 100.0%

Newtown $52,392 $52,390 100.0%

Penns Park $7,124 $7,124 100.0%

Phila.: Bethesda $7,156 $3,578 50.0%

Phila.: Bickley's New Beginning $18,874 $18,874 100.0%

Phila.: Bridesburg $10,992 $10,992 100.0%

Phila.: Chestnut Hill  $35,476 $9,036 25.5%

Phila.: Church Good Shepherd $57,437 $7,762 13.5%

Phila.: Church of The Redeemer $23,155 $2,201 9.5%

Phila.: Crescentville $26,153 $17,999 68.8%

Phila.: El Mesias $13,423 $5,000 37.2%

Phila.: Espiritu Santo $27,544 $25,213 91.5%

Phila.: FGM: Frankford Memorial $46,027 $46,027 100.0%

Phila.: FGM: St. Thomas $25,417 $1,739 6.8%

Phila.: Fox Chase $71,116 $42,601 59.9%

Phila.: Germantown, First $147,606 $116,871 79.2%

Phila.: Grace $76,011 $34,192 45.0%

Phila.: Green Lane $35,227 $5,830 16.5%

Phila.: Holmesburg $20,359 $20,359 100.0%

Phila.: Janes Memorial $92,514 $30,302 32.8%

Phila.: Johnson Memorial $26,522 $11,638 43.9%

Phila.: Kensington (Old Brick) $11,136 $7,973 71.6%

Phila.: Roxborough, Ridge Avenue $36,425 $17,993 49.4%

Phila.: Servants of Christ $30,034 $7,511 25.0%

Phila.: Solid Rock $65,155 $0 0.0%

Phila.: Somerton $49,880 $42,210 84.6%

Phila.: St. Philip's $16,679 $7,529 45.1%

Phila.: Summerfield/Siloam $65,154 $65,154 100.0%

Phila.: Wissinoming $15,602 $15,602 100.0%

Pipersville: Rolling Hills $13,932 $1,937 13.9%

Prospectville: First Korean of Phila $16,906 $16,906 100.0%

Scottsville $64,225 $64,225 100.0%

Solebury $18,823 $966 5.1%

Trevose $25,590 $0 0.0%

Trevose: St. Matthew $28,456 $200 0.7%

Warminster: St. Andrews $68,895 $68,895 100.0%

Warrington: St. Paul's $86,274 $86,212 99.9%

Washington Crossing $238,629 $238,629 100.0%

Willow Grove $53,336 $53,336 100.0%

Yardley $87,551 $87,551 100.0%

Phila.: Servants of Christ $30,034 $7,511 25.0%

Phila.: Solid Rock $65,155 $0 0.0%

Phila.: Somerton $49,880 $42,210 84.6%

Phila.: St. Philip's $16,679 $7,529 45.1%

Phila.: Summerfield/Siloam $65,154 $65,154 100.0%

Phila.: Wissinoming $15,602 $15,602 100.0%

Pipersville: Rolling Hills $13,932 $1,937 13.9%

Prospectville: First Korean of Phila $16,906 $16,906 100.0%

Scottsville $64,225 $64,225 100.0%

Solebury $18,823 $966 5.1%

Trevose $25,590 $0 0.0%

Trevose: St. Matthew $28,456 $200 0.7%

Warminster: St. Andrews $68,895 $68,895 100.0%

Warrington: St. Paul's $86,274 $86,212 99.9%

Washington Crossing $238,629 $238,629 100.0%

Willow Grove $53,336 $53,336 100.0%

Yardley $87,551 $87,551 100.0%

Phoenixville: First $109,504 $109,504 100.0%

Pottstown: First $47,263 $45,873 97.1%

Pottstown: Salem $8,906 $1,000 11.2%

Radnor $16,357 $16,357 100.0%

Reading: Grace $5,329 $5,329 100.0%

Reading: Holy Cross $79,924 $79,924 100.0%

Reading: St. Matthews $6,738 $2,282 33.9%

Royersford $64,447 $64,447 100.0%

Spring City $60,288 $25,218 41.8%

St. Peter's: Mount Carmel $11,016 $11,016 100.0%

StartingPointPhilly $17,335 $17,335 100.0%

Temple $10,212 $10,212 100.0%

Valley Forge $20,167 $20,167 100.0%

Valley Forge: St. Matthew's $101,782 $101,782 100.0%

Wayne $165,394 $165,394 100.0%

West Lawn $186,460 $186,460 100.0%

Wyomissing: Calvary $23,101 $19,447 84.2%

Central District continued East District continued
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Southeast District
Church Name 2015 Budget 2015 Paid %

Avondale $13,270.16 $13,270.16 100.0%

Booth's Corner: Siloam $24,455.16 $24,455.16 100.0%

Broomall: Christ $28,881.00 $17,033.55 59.0%

Broomall: St. Mark's $67,325.78 $67,325.78 100.0%

Chatham $26,377.46 $26,377.46 100.0%

Chester: Grace Community $24,816.00 $24,816.00 100.0%

Chester: Siloam $14,239.92 $4,912.38 34.5%

Chester: St. Daniel's $72,836.04 $60,924.64 83.6%

Chester: Trinity $20,829.96 $17,901.00 85.9%

Clifton Heights $18,852.80 $9,628.62 51.1%

Coatesville: Olivet $84,797.16 $78,797.16 92.9%

Cochranville $16,206.96 $16,206.96 100.0%

Darby: Mt. Zion $19,423.64 $9,544.52 49.1%

Darby: Union Memorial $11,006.04 $9,171.70 83.3%

Downingtown $68,289.84 $53,998.84 79.1%

Drexel Hill $78,223.68 $78,223.68 100.0%

Drexel Hill: New Life $45,680.96 $35,853.68 78.5%

Eddystone $9,801.12 $9,801.12 100.0%

Elam $132,512.92 $132,512.92 100.0%

Exton $73,746.36 $73,746.36 100.0%

Faith Community $8,841.96 $8,841.96 100.0%

Fremont: Union $14,856.00 $14,856.00 100.0%

Friendship $15,995.24 $15,995.24 100.0%

Glen Moore $18,006.80 $18,006.80 100.0%

Gradyville $4,982.16 $4,981.16 100.0%

Grove $107,429.04 $107,429.04 100.0%

Hamorton $14,644.65 $14,644.65 100.0%

Hibernia $60,126.96 $60,126.96 100.0%

Hopewell $274,883.82 $274,883.77 100.0%

Kemblesville $56,081.88 $28,997.88 51.7%

Kennett: Church of the Open Door $35,403.51 $29,150.15 82.3%

Landenberg $24,036.75 $22,278.85 92.7%

Lansdowne: Trinity Lansdowne $36,110.60 $22,894.68 63.4%

Lima $72,110.40 $72,110.40 100.0%

Linwood Heights $44,597.52 $28,843.97 64.7%

Marcus Hook: Cokesbury $13,552.56 $13,552.56 100.0%

Marshallton $57,564.00 $57,564.00 100.0%

Media: First $66,799.20 $63,272.18 94.7%

Middletown: Christ $18,889.94 $18,889.94 100.0%

Mount Hope $157,489.32 $157,489.32 100.0%

Nantmeal $5,919.84 $5,919.84 100.0%

New London $16,871.60 $11,840.33 70.2%

Norwood $48,395.16 $42,912.20 88.7%

Oxford $60,437.16 $60,437.16 100.0%

Parkesburg $28,617.64 $28,617.64 100.0%

Phila.: Berry-Long Memorial $24,276.00 $16,000.00 65.9%

Phila.: Clearview $7,913.16 $7,253.73 91.7%

Northwest District
Church Name 2015 Budget 2015 Paid %

Annville $60,120.24 $60,120.24 100.0%

Annville: Kauffman's $7,067.04 $7,067.04 100.0%

Aristes: Zion $4,653.04 $4,653.04 100.0%

Ash Grove $11,859.30 $11,859.30 100.0%

Ashland: First UMC/Presby. $9,666.00 $5,721.64 59.2%

Avon: Zion $28,507.56 $28,507.56 100.0%

Barnesville: Bethany $4,405.16 $4,405.16 100.0%

Barry: Salem $11,722.00 $11,721.50 100.0%

Bellegrove $12,272.30 $12,272.30 100.0%

Berne: Salem-Berne $9,728.04 $9,728.04 100.0%

Campbelltown $45,790.08 $45,790.08 100.0%

Clark's Grove $41,185.38 $41,185.38 100.0%

Cleona: Immanuel $57,165.84 $57,165.84 100.0%

Cornwall $82,388.64 $82,388.64 100.0%

Cumbola $3,224.04 $3,224.04 100.0%

Donaldson $3,030.00 $3,030.00 100.0%

Drehersville: Salem $3,870.00 $2,257.50 58.3%

Elysburg $18,005.84 $18,005.84 100.0%

Fleetwood: Emmanuel $16,878.20 $12,878.22 76.3%

Frackville: First $54,820.56 $54,820.56 100.0%

Fredericksburg $18,333.12 $18,333.12 100.0%

Gilberton $5,361.00 $4,963.88 92.6%

Girardville $3,469.08 $3,469.08 100.0%

Gordon: Simpson $11,792.54 $11,792.54 100.0%

Hamburg: Bethany $14,511.12 $7,465.04 51.4%

Indiantown Gap: Emmanuel $24,933.84 $24,933.84 100.0%

Iona $26,731.28 $24,502.96 91.7%

Irish Valley $5,330.04 $5,330.04 100.0%

Joliett-First $3,901.20 $3,901.20 100.0%

Jonestown $35,887.14 $35,887.14 100.0%

Kleinfeltersville: Trinity $13,217.36 $13,217.36 100.0%

Kulpmont $6,155.04 $4,606.79 74.8%

Landingville: Welcome $4,386.12 $4,386.11 100.0%

Lebanon: Bethany $32,786.63 $32,786.63 100.0%

Lebanon: Church of the Good Shepherd $136,801.56 $136,801.56 100.0%

Lebanon: Covenant $72,489.60 $58,829.46 81.2%

Lebanon: Ebenezer $33,839.34 $33,839.34 100.0%

Lebanon: Hebron $53,203.20 $50,055.93 94.1%

Lebanon: Iglesia Metodista Unida Nuevo N $21,864.60 $21,864.60 100.0%

Lebanon: Kochenderfer $113,914.44 $113,914.44 100.0%

Lebanon: Mountville $5,385.12 $5,385.12 100.0%

Lebanon: St. John's $13,782.44 $13,367.04 97.0%

Lebanon: St. Luke's $19,205.64 $19,205.64 100.0%

Lebanon: Trinity $36,447.60 $36,446.60 100.0%

Lewistown Valley: Calvary Evangelical $8,106.00 $8,106.00 100.0%

Lickdale: Trinity $53,610.48 $53,610.48 100.0%

Llewellyn $3,515.04 $3,515.04 100.0%

Mahanoy City: First $20,361.92 $18,665.10 91.7%

Millers Crossroads $15,811.64 $15,811.64 100.0%

Minersville $6,951.00 $6,951.00 100.0%

Mount Carmel: First $29,490.48 $19,218.43 65.2%

Mount Gretna $48,329.16 $48,328.86 100.0%

Myerstown: Zion $55,500.24 $55,500.24 100.0%

New Ringgold: Zion $3,171.00 $2,814.99 88.8%

Nuremberg: Bethany $5,738.28 $5,738.28 100.0%

Oak Grove $9,365.30 $9,365.30 100.0%

Ono $48,696.70 $48,696.70 100.0%

Orwigsburg: Salem $53,454.59 $53,454.59 100.0%

Palmyra: Bethany $18,380.16 $18,380.16 100.0%

Palmyra: First $94,254.60 $94,254.60 100.0%

Palmyra: Gravel Hill $98,615.28 $98,615.28 100.0%

Pine Grove: St. Paul $13,777.08 $13,777.08 100.0%

Port Carbon: First $7,061.16 $7,061.16 100.0%

Port Carbon: Grace $5,087.16 $5,087.16 100.0%

Pottsville: Evangelical $14,759.04 $14,759.04 100.0%

Pottsville: First $31,883.76 $31,883.76 100.0%

Quakake: Ebenezer $4,124.88 $4,124.88 100.0%

Ranshaw: Johnston City $1,996.56 $717.10 35.9%

Reynolds: Zion's $2,258.04 $2,258.04 100.0%

Ringtown: Aurand Memorial $12,891.05 $12,891.05 100.0%

Rocherty $22,870.08 $22,870.08 100.0%

Schaefferstown: Zion $7,477.92 $7,477.92 100.0%

Schuylkill Haven: Covenant $9,888.00 $9,888.00 100.0%

Schuylkill Haven: First $87,302.88 $87,302.88 100.0%

Shamokin: Emmanuel $7,389.96 $4,361.00 59.0%

Shamokin: First $18,441.68 $18,441.68 100.0%

Shamokin: St. John's $33,116.40 $33,116.40 100.0%

Shamokin: Zion $4,262.16 $4,262.16 100.0%

Shenandoah: First $11,982.86 $8,954.98 74.7%

Shoemakersville: Salem $12,576.96 $12,576.96 100.0%

St. Clair-Wade $10,710.50 $10,710.50 100.0%

Tremont: St. John's $5,218.08 $5,218.08 100.0%

Trevorton $13,713.92 $13,713.92 100.0%

Water Works $5,180.92 $5,180.92 100.0%

West Penn: Immanuel $3,035.04 $0.00 0.0%

Wilburton $3,567.24 $1,695.90 47.5%

William Penn $3,358.20 $0.00 0.0%

Zion Grove: Davis Chapel $3,548.92 $3,548.92 100.0%

Church Name 2015 Budget 2015 Paid %

Annville $60,120.24 $60,120.24 100.0%

Annville: Kauffman's $7,067.04 $7,067.04 100.0%

Aristes: Zion $4,653.04 $4,653.04 100.0%

Ash Grove $11,859.30 $11,859.30 100.0%

Ashland: First UMC/Presby. $9,666.00 $5,721.64 59.2%

Avon: Zion $28,507.56 $28,507.56 100.0%

Barnesville: Bethany $4,405.16 $4,405.16 100.0%

Barry: Salem $11,722.00 $11,721.50 100.0%

Bellegrove $12,272.30 $12,272.30 100.0%

Berne: Salem-Berne $9,728.04 $9,728.04 100.0%

Campbelltown $45,790.08 $45,790.08 100.0%

Clark's Grove $41,185.38 $41,185.38 100.0%

Cleona: Immanuel $57,165.84 $57,165.84 100.0%

Cornwall $82,388.64 $82,388.64 100.0%

Cumbola $3,224.04 $3,224.04 100.0%

Donaldson $3,030.00 $3,030.00 100.0%

Drehersville: Salem $3,870.00 $2,257.50 58.3%

Elysburg $18,005.84 $18,005.84 100.0%

Fleetwood: Emmanuel $16,878.20 $12,878.22 76.3%

Frackville: First $54,820.56 $54,820.56 100.0%

Fredericksburg $18,333.12 $18,333.12 100.0%

Gilberton $5,361.00 $4,963.88 92.6%

Girardville $3,469.08 $3,469.08 100.0%

Gordon: Simpson $11,792.54 $11,792.54 100.0%

Hamburg: Bethany $14,511.12 $7,465.04 51.4%

Indiantown Gap: Emmanuel $24,933.84 $24,933.84 100.0%

Iona $26,731.28 $24,502.96 91.7%

Irish Valley $5,330.04 $5,330.04 100.0%

Joliett-First $3,901.20 $3,901.20 100.0%

Jonestown $35,887.14 $35,887.14 100.0%

Kleinfeltersville: Trinity $13,217.36 $13,217.36 100.0%

Kulpmont $6,155.04 $4,606.79 74.8%

Landingville: Welcome $4,386.12 $4,386.11 100.0%

Lebanon: Bethany $32,786.63 $32,786.63 100.0%

Lebanon: Church of the Good Shepherd $136,801.56 $136,801.56 100.0%

Lebanon: Covenant $72,489.60 $58,829.46 81.2%

Lebanon: Ebenezer $33,839.34 $33,839.34 100.0%

Lebanon: Hebron $53,203.20 $50,055.93 94.1%

Lebanon: Iglesia Metodista Unida Nuevo N $21,864.60 $21,864.60 100.0%

Lebanon: Kochenderfer $113,914.44 $113,914.44 100.0%

Lebanon: Mountville $5,385.12 $5,385.12 100.0%

Lebanon: St. John's $13,782.44 $13,367.04 97.0%

Lebanon: St. Luke's $19,205.64 $19,205.64 100.0%

Lebanon: Trinity $36,447.60 $36,446.60 100.0%

Lewistown Valley: Calvary Evangelical $8,106.00 $8,106.00 100.0%

Lickdale: Trinity $53,610.48 $53,610.48 100.0%

Llewellyn $3,515.04 $3,515.04 100.0%

Perkasie $51,397 $42,279 82.3%

Pocono Lake $56,101 $23,308 41.5%

Poplar Valley $9,523 $9,523 100.0%

Quakertown $69,783 $69,783 100.0%

Reeders $37,871 $34,893 92.1%

Richmond $23,420 $23,420 100.0%

Saylorsburg: St. Peter's $16,321 $16,321 100.0%

Slatedale: Salem $8,414 $0 0.0%

Springtown: Salem $20,648 $20,598 99.8%

Stroudsburg $68,693 $68,693 100.0%

Stroudsburg: Faith $28,178 $28,178 100.0%

Summit Hill $5,825 $5,825 100.0%

Tamaqua: First $22,676 $21,352 94.2%

Telford: Grace $64,614 $51,401 79.6%

Tobyhanna $43,744 $26,603 60.8%

Weatherly: Centenary $7,760 $7,760 100.0%

Wescosville: Bethany $373,227 $373,227 100.0%

White Haven $22,592 $22,592 100.0%

Wind Gap: First $5,400 $5,400 100.0%

Wooddale $13,954 $13,954 100.0%

Woxall: Tabor $92,944 $92,944 100.0%

Zionsville: Salem $10,904 $10,904 100.0%

Northeast District continued Northwest District continued
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Southwest District

Church Name 2015 Budget 2015 Paid %

Akron: Mt. Zion $18,175 $14,123 77.7%

Bainbridge: Ludwig $12,587 $12,587 100.0%

Bethesda $53,590 $53,590 100.0%

Bird-in-Hand $16,742 $5,105 30.5%

Brownstown: Emmanuel $27,067 $27,067 100.0%

Brunnerville $11,704 $11,704 100.0%

Christiana $27,758 $27,758 100.0%

Churchtown $10,658 $10,658 100.0%

Clearfield $8,872 $8,872 100.0%

Colemanville $66,531 $66,531 100.0%

Columbia $34,992 $34,992 100.0%

Conestoga $47,867 $27,462 57.4%

Denver: Trinity $18,047 $18,047 100.0%

Elizabethtown: St. Paul's $142,098 $142,098 100.0%

Ephrata: First $124,621 $99,512 79.9%

Ephrata: Hope $65,384 $60,045 91.8%

Falmouth $7,644 $7,644 100.0%

Georgetown-Mount Pleasant $19,506 $19,506 100.0%

Green Hill $6,964 $6,964 100.0%

Hempfield $167,992 $167,992 100.0%

Highville $5,080 $4,226 83.2%

Hopeland $76,340 $76,340 100.0%

Intercourse $6,918 $6,918 100.0%

Ironville $46,230 $41,804 90.4%

Lampeter $81,838 $71,501 87.4%

Lancaster: Christ $26,792 $22,425 83.7%

Lancaster: Community $19,089 $9,204 48.2%

Lancaster: Covenant $143,101 $143,101 100.0%

Lancaster: First $237,773 $236,505 99.5%

Lancaster: Grandview $123,110 $120,023 97.5%

Lancaster: Nueva Creacion $49,490 $45,142 91.2%

Lancaster: Otterbein $46,352 $32,723 70.6%

Lancaster: Pearl Street $16,955 $16,955 100.0%

Lancaster: Ross Street $14,614 $13,062 89.4%

Leola $69,574 $63,778 91.7%

Limeville $14,310 $14,310 100.0%

Lititz $132,599 $110,101 83.0%

Living Waters $52,715 $19,305 36.6%

Manheim Township: Faith $21,082 $21,082 100.0%

Manheim: Ruhl's $104,126 $85,168 81.8%

Manheim: Salem $83,764 $69,090 82.5%

Marticville $9,438 $9,438 100.0%

Millersville: Community $88,236 $88,236 100.0%

Milton Grove $8,864 $8,864 100.0%

Mount Hope $11,895 $5,602 47.1%

Mount Joy: Chiques $61,241 $55,300 90.3%

Mount Joy: Glossbrenner $49,880 $49,880 100.0%

Mount Joy: St. Mark's $143,129 $143,129 100.0%

Mount Nebo $28,953 $26,114 90.2%

Mountville: St. Paul's $57,716 $57,716 100.0%

Narvon: Mt. Zion $14,470 $14,470 100.0%

NE Lancaster Cooperative Ministry $49,997 $49,997 100.0%

Neffsville: Long Memorial $39,927 $37,366 93.6%

New Holland: Evangelical $77,012 $65,781 85.4%

New Holland: New Holland $20,756 $20,756 100.0%

New Holland: Ranck's $56,087 $56,087 100.0%

Newtown $7,640 $7,640 100.0%

Oregon $4,359 $4,359 100.0%

Paradise: St. John's $25,265 $25,265 100.0%

Peach Bottom: Mt. Zion $8,293 $7,602 91.7%

Pleasant Grove $5,981 $3,242 54.2%

Quarryville: Memorial $56,997 $56,997 100.0%

Rawlinsville $8,424 $8,424 100.0%

Rothsville: Salem $21,490 $21,490 100.0%

Safe Harbor $6,346 $6,346 100.0%

Schoeneck: Wiest $9,573 $8,327 87.0%

Stehman Memorial $43,546 $43,546 100.0%

Strasburg: Wesley $55,097 $55,097 100.0%

Terre Hill: St. Paul's $16,004 $16,004 100.0%

The Bridge $5,446 $5,446 100.0%

Washington Boro $16,065 $16,065 100.0%

West Willow $35,128 $35,128 100.0%

Willow Street: Boehm's $33,586 $33,586 100.0%

Church Name 2015 Budget 2015 Paid %

Akron: Mt. Zion $18,175 $14,123 77.7%

Bainbridge: Ludwig $12,587 $12,587 100.0%

Bethesda $53,590 $53,590 100.0%

Bird-in-Hand $16,742 $5,105 30.5%

Brownstown: Emmanuel $27,067 $27,067 100.0%

Brunnerville $11,704 $11,704 100.0%

Christiana $27,758 $27,758 100.0%

Churchtown $10,658 $10,658 100.0%

Clearfield $8,872 $8,872 100.0%

Colemanville $66,531 $66,531 100.0%

Columbia $34,992 $34,992 100.0%

Conestoga $47,867 $27,462 57.4%

Denver: Trinity $18,047 $18,047 100.0%

Elizabethtown: St. Paul's $142,098 $142,098 100.0%

Ephrata: First $124,621 $99,512 79.9%

Ephrata: Hope $65,384 $60,045 91.8%

Falmouth $7,644 $7,644 100.0%

Georgetown-Mount Pleasant $19,506 $19,506 100.0%

Green Hill $6,964 $6,964 100.0%

Hempfield $167,992 $167,992 100.0%

Highville $5,080 $4,226 83.2%

Hopeland $76,340 $76,340 100.0%

Intercourse $6,918 $6,918 100.0%

Ironville $46,230 $41,804 90.4%

Lampeter $81,838 $71,501 87.4%

Lancaster: Christ $26,792 $22,425 83.7%

Lancaster: Community $19,089 $9,204 48.2%

Lancaster: Covenant $143,101 $143,101 100.0%

Lancaster: First $237,773 $236,505 99.5%

Lancaster: Grandview $123,110 $120,023 97.5%

Lancaster: Nueva Creacion $49,490 $45,142 91.2%

Lancaster: Otterbein $46,352 $32,723 70.6%

Lancaster: Pearl Street $16,955 $16,955 100.0%

Lancaster: Ross Street $14,614 $13,062 89.4%

Leola $69,574 $63,778 91.7%

Limeville $14,310 $14,310 100.0%

Lititz $132,599 $110,101 83.0%

Living Waters $52,715 $19,305 36.6%

Manheim Township: Faith $21,082 $21,082 100.0%

Manheim: Ruhl's $104,126 $85,168 81.8%

Manheim: Salem $83,764 $69,090 82.5%

Marticville $9,438 $9,438 100.0%

Millersville: Community $88,236 $88,236 100.0%

Milton Grove $8,864 $8,864 100.0%

Mount Hope $11,895 $5,602 47.1%

Mount Joy: Chiques $61,241 $55,300 90.3%

Mount Joy: Glossbrenner $49,880 $49,880 100.0%

Phila.: Eastwick $41,072.04 $25,738.08 62.7%

Phila.: Sayers Memorial $58,781.34 $53,823.04 91.6%

Phila.: Univer. City, Calvary $56,178.11 $56,153.36 100.0%

Phila.: Wharton-Wesley $44,743.62 $11,624.41 26.0%

Pomeroy $7,006.08 $7,006.08 100.0%

Prospect Park: Prospect $29,887.20 $25,577.52 85.6%

Ridley Park $27,423.58 $27,423.58 100.0%

Romansville $16,176.20 $16,176.20 100.0%

Springfield: C.C. Hancock $23,022.00 $12,500.00 54.3%

Springfield: Covenant $128,044.20 $128,044.20 100.0%

Swarthmore $65,791.68 $65,791.68 100.0%

Thorndale $65,147.16 $65,147.16 100.0%

Thornton: Bethlehem $126,042.24 $103,246.12 81.9%

Trainer $27,800.16 $21,141.76 76.0%

West Chester $125,388.60 $125,388.60 100.0%

West Chester: El Buen Samaritano $24,759.26 $24,759.26 100.0%

West Grove $84,192.76 $84,192.76 100.0%

West Grove: Cristo Rey $8,411.88 $880.57 10.5%

Willistown $35,737.92 $35,737.92 100.0%

Church Name 2015 Budget 2015 Paid %

Avondale $13,270.16 $13,270.16 100.0%

Booth's Corner: Siloam $24,455.16 $24,455.16 100.0%

Broomall: Christ $28,881.00 $17,033.55 59.0%

Broomall: St. Mark's $67,325.78 $67,325.78 100.0%

Chatham $26,377.46 $26,377.46 100.0%

Chester: Grace Community $24,816.00 $24,816.00 100.0%

Chester: Siloam $14,239.92 $4,912.38 34.5%

Chester: St. Daniel's $72,836.04 $60,924.64 83.6%

Chester: Trinity $20,829.96 $17,901.00 85.9%

Clifton Heights $18,852.80 $9,628.62 51.1%

Coatesville: Olivet $84,797.16 $78,797.16 92.9%

Cochranville $16,206.96 $16,206.96 100.0%

Darby: Mt. Zion $19,423.64 $9,544.52 49.1%

Darby: Union Memorial $11,006.04 $9,171.70 83.3%

Downingtown $68,289.84 $53,998.84 79.1%

Drexel Hill $78,223.68 $78,223.68 100.0%

Drexel Hill: New Life $45,680.96 $35,853.68 78.5%

Eddystone $9,801.12 $9,801.12 100.0%

Elam $132,512.92 $132,512.92 100.0%

Exton $73,746.36 $73,746.36 100.0%

Faith Community $8,841.96 $8,841.96 100.0%

Fremont: Union $14,856.00 $14,856.00 100.0%

Friendship $15,995.24 $15,995.24 100.0%

Glen Moore $18,006.80 $18,006.80 100.0%

Gradyville $4,982.16 $4,981.16 100.0%

Grove $107,429.04 $107,429.04 100.0%

Hamorton $14,644.65 $14,644.65 100.0%

Hibernia $60,126.96 $60,126.96 100.0%

Hopewell $274,883.82 $274,883.77 100.0%

Kemblesville $56,081.88 $28,997.88 51.7%

Kennett: Church of the Open Door $35,403.51 $29,150.15 82.3%

Landenberg $24,036.75 $22,278.85 92.7%

Lansdowne: Trinity Lansdowne $36,110.60 $22,894.68 63.4%

Lima $72,110.40 $72,110.40 100.0%

Linwood Heights $44,597.52 $28,843.97 64.7%

Marcus Hook: Cokesbury $13,552.56 $13,552.56 100.0%

Marshallton $57,564.00 $57,564.00 100.0%

Media: First $66,799.20 $63,272.18 94.7%

Middletown: Christ $18,889.94 $18,889.94 100.0%

Mount Hope $157,489.32 $157,489.32 100.0%

Nantmeal $5,919.84 $5,919.84 100.0%

New London $16,871.60 $11,840.33 70.2%

Norwood $48,395.16 $42,912.20 88.7%

Oxford $60,437.16 $60,437.16 100.0%

Parkesburg $28,617.64 $28,617.64 100.0%

Phila.: Berry-Long Memorial $24,276.00 $16,000.00 65.9%

Phila.: Clearview $7,913.16 $7,253.73 91.7%

Southeast District continued Southwest District continued
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MRS. JO ANNE F. BOONE
Mrs. Jo Anne F. Boone, spouse of the Rev. George 

Boone, passed away on November 23, 2015.
Expressions of Sympathy may be send to: The Rev. 

George Boone III, 3453 Iris Avenue, Trevose, PA 19053
The Rev. George Boone served the following church-

es: Logan, Philadelphia: Holmersberg, Erdeneheim: St. 
Mark, Trevose: First, Trevose.

HELEN D. CHREIMAN
We received word of the death of Mrs. Helen D. 

Chreiman, spouse of retired clergy member, the Rev. 
Paul E. Chreiman. She passed away on December 22, 
2015.

Surviving children are Cindy Hoover, Susan Smith 
and Paul Chreiman. Memorial contributions may be 
sent to Newtown UMC. Expressions of sympathy may 
be sent to the Rev. Paul E. Chreiman, 64 Cloverlee 
Lane, Newtown, PA 18940-1131

Rev. Chreiman served the following churches 
before retiring in 1990: Philadelphia: Bethesda 
UMC, Philadelphia: Faith UMC, Philadelphia: Olivet-
Bethany UMC, Philadelphia: Cumberland Street UMC, 
Conshohocken UMC, Newtown UMC, and, Ambler: 
Calvary UMC

THE REV. ROBERT L. LINTHICUM
The Rev. Robert L. Linthicum, a Retired Full Elder, 

reportedly passed away on January 21, 2016.  He 
served the following churches: Wesleyan Method-
ist in Halifax, Wesleyan Methodist in Willow Grove, 
Wesleyan Methodist in Jersey City, N.J.,, Chalfont, and 
Norwood. He retired in 1984.

Rev. Linthicum’s surviving children are: Burton 
Arthur Linthicum; Ruth Linthicum Schenkenberger; 
David Robert Linthicum; and Byron Glenn Linthicum.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to: Ruth 
L. Schenkenberger, 23247 Dundee Circle, Foley AL 
36535. Or they may be left at www.casonfuneralser-
vice.com/obituaries/Robert-Linthicum

THE REV. JOHN NESS
We have been notified of the death of the Rev. John 

Ness, a Retired Full Elder, who passed away on Janu-
ary 30, 2016. He was 81 and lived in Fawn Grove, Pa.

Rev. Ness served the following appointments until 
his retirement in 1999: Landingville: Welcome UMC, 
Orwigsburg: Salem UMC, Cedarville UMC, Lebanon: 
Covenant UMC, UMC General Board of Global Minis-
tries, as Executive Secretary of the United Methodist 
Development Fund.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Barbara 
M. Ness. Surviving him are three children and five 
grandchildren. Services are private at the family’s 
request.

THE REV. ROBERT E. NICHOLSON
The Rev. Robert Early Nicholson, age 89, a Retired 

Full Elder, passed away Jan. 22, 2016. He is survived 
by his wife, Joan Brown Nicholson, with whom he 
shared 57 years of marriage.

A Navy veteran and a leader in the Boy Scouts, Rev. 
Nicholson served the following churches before retir-
ing in 1987: Tobyhanna; Trinity in Havertown; Lima; 
Stonehurst in Upper Darby; Berry-Long Memorial in 
Philadelphia; Simpson in Philadelphia; Miller Memo-
rial in Philadelphia; and Gradyville.

He taught math for 22 years in the Lower Merion 
School District and was a professional fund-raisers in 
Lancaster County for 3 years after retirement.

Besides his wife, Joan, Nicholson is survived by 
three adult children–Peter, Pamela and Karen–and 

their spouses, seven grandchildren, four great-grand-
children, and his brother, Blake Nicholson Jr. His 
previous wife, Barbara Frye Nicholson, died in 1956.

Condolences may be send to Mrs. Joan Nicholson, 
205 Pyrus Place, Lancaster, PA 17601-2673.

Memorial contributions may be made to: Benevolent 
Care Fund, Mennonite Home Communities, 2001 Har-
risburg Pike, Lancaster, PA 17601.

WILLIAM R. NOLTE
William R. Nolte, husband of the Rev. Marilyn Nolte, 

died December 16, 2015. Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, he 
was 72 when he passed.

After a lengthy career at I.B.M., Bill retired to do 
computer consulting and later worked as a volunteer 
for Jubilee Ministries. He attended Mt. Gretna UMC, 
where Marilyn, a Licensed Local Pastor since 1998, 
serves as associate pastor.

Besides his wife, whom he met and married in 1982, 
Bill is survived by two sons, Steven and Christopher, 
and their wives; six grandchildren; a sister-in-law, 
Linda Nolte, and her son, Robert; and his best friend 
of 60 years, Rick Wepner of Cincinnati.

THE REV. MYRON E. “MIKE” STEELE
The Rev. Myron E. “Mike” Steele, 83, of White Haven, 

a longtime pastor of Lattimer UMC, died Saturday, 
Jan. 23, 2016.

He served the following churches: Tamaqua: First 
UMC, Tamaqua: Salem UMC, Freeland: Park UMC, Lat-
timer UMC

The 60-year member of both the Irem Shrine and 
the Masons retired in 2002.

Steele is survived by his wife, Kay Wharen Steele; a 
daughter, Michal Markwith, and her husband; a son, 
Philip Jones, and his wife; three grandchildren; a sis-
ter, L. Myrl Young; and other relatives. His other son, 
Brad Jones, preceded him in death.

In Memoriam

˜̃˜Full death notices are available at
www.epaumc.org/death-notices

Clergy retreats offer fellow-
ship, learning and leisure

Methodism’s founder John Wesley recalled con-
versing with a “serious man” who said to him, 
“Sir, you wish to serve God and go to heaven. 

Remember, you cannot serve him alone; you must 
therefore find companions or make them; the Bible 
knows nothing of solitary religion.” (John Wesley the 
Methodist, The Methodist Book Concern, 1903)

Wise clergy in the Philadelphia Episcopal Area have 
found companions among their peers during these 
wintry months, leaving their labors to gather for 
respite, renewal and reconnection at annual retreats 
and days apart. 

There was the Mid-Winter Retreat for Clergy and 
Spouses (Jan. 12-14 at the Doubletree by Hilton in 
Lancaster), the Deacons Day Apart (Jan. 16 at Con-
shohocken UMC), and the Bishop’s Lenten Day Apart 
for all Clergy (Feb. 8 at Aldersgate UMC in Wilming-
ton). Next comes the Fellowship of Associate Mem-
bers and Local Pastors (FAMLP) annual retreat (April 
24-26 at Black Rock Retreat Center in Quarryville, PA) 
to which student pastors and Certified Lay Ministers 
are also invited. 

While seeing conference-mates in a relaxed milieu 
rather than always at meetings and events is pleas-
ant enough, enjoying learning and leisure with fellow 
clergy from our sister conference, Peninsula-Dela-
ware, was truly special for some. 

With the theme “Reaching Outside Our Walls,” the 
two-day Mid-Winter Retreat offered a diversity of 

voices in the hotel “pulpit.” Lorraine 
Foster, a clergy spouse from Phila-
delphia, charged her congregation 
of clerics to bravely “Go” and make 
disciples wherever they are sent, 
emulating the one who sends them. 
“One makes disciples by being the 
hands that feed the hungry,” she 
said, “...by being the ears that listen, 
by simply being the heart of Christ.” 

Brigadier General Charles “Ray” Bailey, a retired 
army chaplain, and his wife shared 
broadly from their experiences as a 
longtime military family frequently 
on the move among strangers, but 
always engaged in ministry that 
reaches beyond walls to share the 
good news of Christ. 

Finally, the Rev. Brunilda Marti-
nez, a Lancaster pastor, dared the 

attendees to be 
“divergent,” like a popular, modern 
film character, to “climb, jump 
over, crack or break down” restric-
tive walls of comfort and chauvin-
ism that need to come down “so 
you can reach those on the other 
side.”

“What a joy to see both confer-
ences in the same place, to see 

spouses and clergy and friends catching up and feast-
ing on fellowship and mutual support,” said Bishop 
Peggy Johnson, who emceed the festivities. “What a 

joy to have spouses lead in worship for the first time. 
What great women preachers. What a joy to have for 
the first time a Deaf spouse there (Carl Ravilious, of 
Pen-Del). This was a relaxing time of joy and renew-
al.”

The Deacons Day Apart gave deacons, candidates 
and merely interested persons--again, from both the 
Eastern PA and Peninsula-Delaware conferences--a 
chance to enjoy worship and fellowship together, and 
to share knowledge about their ministries and candi-
dacy for ordination. They also discussed key General 
Conference resolutions, especially proposals from the 
Ministry Study Commission that may enlarge their 
ministry roles and responsibilities.

Finally, the Bishop’s Lenten Day 
Apart for Clergy featured Bishop 
Young Jin Cho, Episcopal Leader 
of the Virginia Conference, who 
preached and taught on living a life 
of prayer and spirituality as es-
sential to effective leadership and 
vital congregational ministry. (The 

manuscript for his 
address is avail-
able for reading on the conference 
Website.)

The Fellowship of Associate 
Members and Local Pastors (FAMLP) 
annual retreat in April will feature 
the ample wit and wisdom of the 
Rev. Charles (Chuck) Yrigoyen, Jr., a 
prolific author, leading church histo-
rian and seminary professor.

Lorraine Foster
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Rev. Brunilda 
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Bishop Young Jin 
Cho

Rev. Charles 
Yrigoyen, Jr.
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Camp & Retreat centers  
are ministry in motion
 
Our four conference-owned Camp & Retreat centers are accepting registra-
tions for Summer Camp 2016, as well as applications for staff and volunteers. 
The 2016 theme is God’s Love without Boundaries.
 
But not so fast! We’ve still got plenty of excitement happening during these 
winter and spring months. From now through through May, our sites are 
bustling with: Confirmation Classes, Pocono Plateau’s Music Camp, Innabah’s 
5K Trail Run and Easter Egg Hunt, Gretna Glen’s annual Mud Run, and Carson-
Simpson Farm’s Disciple training for young leaders. And there are more 
retreats galore: for boys and dads, moms and daughters, youth, young adults, 
even women with creative hearts in need of renewal.
 
Gretna Glen, which hosted Winter and Spring Blast retreats, like this one on 
Jan. 30, will try something new March 11-13: an intentional Diversity Retreat to 
help UM youth in grades 8 to 12 develop cross-racial, cross-cultural relation-
ships while building “beloved community.” Find out more about this and other 
Camp & Retreat Ministry adventures on our Website.  John Coleman photo

Latino Commission teaches 
future lay church planters
 
The Rev. Elena Ortiz (right), coordinator of the Eastern PA Conference 
Latino Commission’s new PATH 1 training of future lay church plant-
ers, leads the class in song at the close of its fifth session, Feb. 20. The 
daylong class on Teaching and Preaching the Bible was taught by the 
Rev. Angel Lopez (far right) at Espiritu Santo UMC in Philadelphia. The 
10-week academy, which includes classes on Wesleyan Lifestyle, Com-
munity Assessment, Ministry Multiplication and Christian Stewardship, 
is designed to prepare selected laity to plant new church starts in their 
fast-growing communities throughout the conference. The Commission 
allocated funds and obtained grants from the conference’s Congrega-
tional Development Team and the General Board of Global Ministries 
to sponsor this first-time training of Latino future lay church planters. 
About 50 enthusiastic students are taking the class, taught by Latino 
Commission clergy members. A commissioning and sending forth 
ceremony is planned for July 23 at Kochenderfer’s UMC in Lebanon.  
John Coleman photo

Celebrating Clergywomen  
for Women’s History Month
 
For Women’s History Month in March, NEWSpirit celebrates long-serving clergy-
women like the Rev. Melinda “Mindy” McKonley, (left) congratulated here by 
Bishop Peggy Johnson on her retirement at the 2015 New Clergy Retirees Lun-
cheon. McKonley completes her term as chair of the conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry at Annual Conference in June.  A full elder since 1979, she was among the 
conference’s “first wave of ordained clergywomen.” (The former Methodist Church 
first approved full elder  ordination for clergywomen 60 years ago at the 1956 
General Conference, long after the Evangelical United Brethren Church.)

“When I felt God calling me to ministry in the early 60’s I had yet to meet another 
ordained woman in the Church,” McKonley recalls. “I was enrolled in seminary 
before I finally accepted that my call could be to ordination. When our class was 
presented to the Clergy Session Bishop James Ault noted the number of women 
in the class and told the body that if he heard that any clergy were speaking out 
against women clergy charges would be brought against them. It was the first 
time I really felt that I was welcomed and belonged in the ministry.” Read more of 
Mindy’s recollections and her views about changes and challenges facing ordained 
ministry in a story on our Website at www.epaumc.org.   John Coleman photo


