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Students find purpose in spring break
By Nikki Ryan*
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The sky is bright blue and beautiful and its sun beams down on
my pale Philadelphia skin. Surrounded by friends, the warm
breeze sends tingles down my
spine as sand crosses my path.
Sounds like the typical spring
break, right? Only the warm
breeze and beautiful sky are in the
wonderful city of New Orleans.
The friends who accompany me
were mostly strangers before our
20-plus hour bus ride from Philadelphia. And the sand is pretty
much all that remains in the
Lower Ninth Ward, where I have
come, along with 29 other Drexel
University students and staff, to
help rebuild.
It is Spring Break, but not the
stereotypical one spent on the
beach of some tropical location,
strawberry daiquiri in hand. It’s
Alternative Spring Break—
through a trip sponsored by
Asbury Protestant Ministry at
Drexel - in the still partially deserted city of New Orleans, and in
our hands we hold hammers and
paintbrushes.
N’Awlins, as the locals call it, is
a place of spirit—unbreakable,
under-advertised, and underlying
spirit. It does not lie only in the
vitality and craziness on Bourbon

Asbury Protestant Ministry, a campus ministry at Drexel University supported by the Wesley Foundation
of Philadelphia and the Eastern PA Conference, sponsored its second Alternative Spring Break in New
Orleans, March 24-31. Twenty-eight students and two staff, including Asbury’s director, Tim EmmettRardin, participated this year, helping to rebuild homes destroyed after Hurricane Katrina.

continues on page 12

New church quenches thirst for bilingual worship
By Suzy Keenan
Fuente de Amor - “Flowing
Love” - is a suitable name for a
new church start in Lancaster, PA.
Started by the Latino Commission
in partnership with St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church in 1999,
the church is growing and moving
into a new location in Fulton
Elementary School auditorium.
Pastor Armando Iraheta says
that the church now has as many
as 70 persons in worship on Sundays, and has a youth group with
10 youth, Sunday School for
adults, a worship team, a United
Methodist Women’s group, and are
planning for children’s Sunday
School.
The congregation includes persons from many different places:
Puerto Rico, Cuba, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Equador,
Bolivia, Mexico, and Africa. The
service is bilingual in both spoken
language and audio-visual presentations. Rev. Iraheta said, “Our
future is for outreach and growth.
Besides Spanish-speaking persons,

we have English-speaking
Anglo and African-American
members.”
He continued, “In every bulletin we print, John 6:37 b,
which says ‘El que a me viene,
yo no le echo fuera.’ (He who
comes to me, I will not cast
out.) We are an inclusive
church - no matter who you
are, no matter where you come
from, everyone is welcomed
and loved. Our name, Fuente de
Amor, tells of how through us,
God’s love and grace flows out
into a hurting community. We
have an altar call every Sunday,
laying hands on people, praying for them, calling them to
salvation. Of the members that
we now have, most have come
by profession of faith - only a
handful were transfers from
other churches.”
Palm Sunday marked the
congregation’s first worship in
the new space in Fulton Elementary School. They previously worshipped in both St.
Paul’s and Pearl Street United

At Fuente de Amor UMC on Palm Sunday, an adult member prays at
the altar with one of its youngest members, Yadriel. Altar calls for
prayer are held during every worship service in this growing new
church.

Methodist Churches.
Easter Sunday was the
second service that they celebrated in the new facilities.
Rev. Iraheta said, “The day

before Easter we distributed
flyers to invite the community
to our service to be followed

continues on page 13
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EPA Conference United Methodist
Women School of Missions - Reading Inn; Reading, PA.

Conference Calendar
MAY 5, 2007
Companions In Christ and The
Way of the Child Training Event
A one-day leader training event for
the Companions in Christ family of
resources at West Chester United
Methodist Church, 129 South High
Street, West Chester, PA from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. The training provides
leaders of children and adults with
an in-depth experience in Companions
in Christ resources and trains them
in the distinctive leadership skills
called upon when leading formational
groups. To register for either training, go to
www.companionsinchrist.org and
click on the Training Events link. For
information, call Jo Ann Higgins at
610-692-5190.

MAY 8, 2007
Spring Fling Senior Day
Gretna Glen.

MAY 9, 10, 11, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series “Preparing Your Congregation’s
Ministry Action Plan” Training
with the Rev. Kelvin Sauls
May 9 at Trinity UMC in Lickdale
May 10 at Asbury UMC in Allentown
May 11 at Tindley Temple UMC in
Philadelphia
Registration - 6:00 - 6:45 p.m.
Worship - 6:45 - 7:15 p.m.
Session - 7:15 - 8:45 p.m.
Register online now! Go to: http://
www.epaumc.org/manager/
NewsDetails.asp?NewsID=1734

MAY 11, 2007
Golf Tournament
Camp Innabah

MAY 13
St. James UMC Dinner Theatre The “ Making a Difference Musical
Smorgasbord”. 199 East Tabor Road,
Philadelphia, PA 19120, , 4:00 to 6:00
pm. Gourmet meal and spirit food
with a Divine Musical and Psalmist
discourse. The Reverend Margret
Marie Powell, Soloist The Reverend
James J. Butler, pianist, and Kenneth
J. Harris, trumpeter. Call for tickets,
they will not be sold at the door: 215329-2851, or 215 774-2738. Tickets $20
for adults; $10 for children 3-12. Order
by May 6, 2007.

MAY 15, 2007
Grant due date for ministry grants
from Urban/Global Office of EPA
Conference. For more information,
contact the Rev. Dr. Dorothy WatsonTatem, 215-878-8054.

MAY 15, 2007
Women in Professional Ministry
will be holding their next meeting on
Tuesday, May 15th from 9:30 a.m.-12:00
noon at Asbury UMC in Allentown.
We will be meeting in the parlor. All
who fit this category are encouraged
to attend. We will have a time of worship, fellowship and some business. If
you have any questions, please email
Rev. Mandy Stanley Miller the coconvener at
stmatthewumc@verizon.net

MAY 18 - 20, 2007
Mountain Bike Weekend
Gretna Glen

MAY 19, 2007
Camp Fest
Gretna Glen

MAY 19, 2007
Grand opening celebration,

JULY 20-22, 2007
Johnson-UGo Foundation Library. 10
a.m. The library is open for business.
Training dates have already begun.
For more information, call 215-338-5020
or email
johnsonugolibrary@yahoo.com. The
library is located in the education
building at Johnson Memorial UMC,
3117 Longshore Ave., Philadelphia, PA
19149.

MAY 20, 2007
Open House
Pocono Plateau

JUNE 1 - 3, 2007
Youth Leadership Event
Gretna Glen Camp

JUNE 10, 2007
Patriotic Concert - 7 p.m. Fritz
Memorial United Methodist Church,
303 Packer Ave, Bethlehem PA 18017.
We are holding our 2nd annual
Patriotic Concert in honor of our
military past and present. The United
States Army will be the Honor Guard
and all of the services in uniform will
be represented. The music will be the
church choir, bagpipes, and trumpets.
This is a free concert and a donation
will be requested for UMCOR Katrina
survivors. Last year we received over
$400.00 and had over 140 in attendance.
For additional information contact:
Ray Haislip, Concert Coordinator,
rlh32@earthlink.com;
610 317 0934.

JUNE 13-15, 2007
Annual Conference - See page 16.

JUNE 13-15, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series ”Living as Christian Disciples: The
Means of Grace and the Ordinances of
God” See page 10.

JUNE 19, 2007
Day at Camp
Pocono Plateau

JULY 11 - 15, 2007
Youth 2007 SPLAT!
In Greensboro, NC. See page 6.

JULY 15 2007
The Marsch Family music - The
doors of Boehm’s Chapel will open for
a special summer service to praise The
Lord through music and song at 4:00
p.m. Amanda, Joanna, Natalie, Emily
and Elizabeth, the five daughters of
Leonard and Margaret Marsch have
been singing together since their early
childhood. They are coached and
accompanied by their mother, a graduate in Sacred Music/Organ from
Moody Bible Institute and
Westminster Choir College, Princeton,
NJ. Their programs include classical,
sacred, patriotic and international
songs. Most of their music is presented in 3 or 4-part harmony and is
sung a capella or accompanied by
piano or organ. The sisters’ pure,
clear, natural blends of voices are
perfectly suited to the acoustics of
historic Boehm’s Chapel. The Marsch
family has recorded three CDs:
www.marsch/family.com for additional
information and to hear clips. Please
phone 872-4133 or Email
execdirbohems@dejazzd.com for additional information. This event is free
and open to the public. Boehm’s
Chapel is located at 13 W. Boehm’s
Road Willow Street, PA

JUNE 17, 2007
Summer Camp Begins at all Camps

JULY 20-22, 2007

While history may have cast him in
the shadow of his brother John, it
was Charles Wesley who set
Methodism to music and gave the
church a song to sing. The writer of
an estimated 9,000 poems, Charles
Wesley’s works and legacy will be
explored during his 300th birthday
celebration July 20-22 in Chevy Chase,
Md. Participants will sing some of the
41 Wesley-penned hymns that are in
today’s United Methodist Hymnal,
including: “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing,” “Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” “O For a Thousand Tongues to
Sing” and “Come, Thou Long-Expected
Jesus.” They also will explore the
character and faith of Wesley, who
lived from 1707 to 1788 and formed the
Holy Club at Oxford University in
London, laying the foundation for
what grew to become the Methodist
Church. To register by June 10, visit
http://www.gcah.org.

JULY 21, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Vibrant and Transformative Worship.
See page 10.

JULY 25-27, 2007
Church and Society Seminar for
YOUTH - Washington D.C.
See page 15.

JULY 28, 2007
Phillies vs. Pirates @ 7 p.m.
Look for ticket order forms in your
church office in early April. A UM
Men’s Choir will sing the National
Anthem. See page 16.

AUGUST 3-5, 2007
24th Annual Academy for Laity at
the Sheraton Park Ridge Hotel and
Conference Center, King of Prussia,
PA. The theme for the weekend is
“Sharing Our Faith—in the local
church, in the community and in the
world.” The Rev. N. Lynne Westfield,
Associate Professor of Religious Education at Drew University and an
ordained deacon in The United Methodist Church, will be the keynote
speaker. Mark the date on your calendar and register early for the Academy. Details about courses and registration will be available in March on
the Christ Servant Ministry website:
www.gbgm-umc.org/csm or the Conference website: www.epaumc.org. If
you have questions, you may contact
Verna Colliver, Dean of the Academy
for Laity at vcolliver@comcast.net or
215 855 0797.

AUGUST 4, 2007
A Day of Imagination EPA Confer-

ence Young Adults Academy - Valley
Forge. See page 14.

AUGUST 6 - 14, 2007
Wesley Heritage Tour with Bishop
and Mrs. Matthews. See page 6.

AUGUST 9 - 10, 2007
The Alpha Training Event. The
ALPHA course is a 10 week experience
used around the world, in thousands
of churches in many different denominations, where people from all backgrounds come together in a welcoming
environment to explore what relevance Jesus has for their lives today.
The course is running in a number of
EPA Conference churches. The ALPHA course both revitalizes believers
and sparks interest in not-yet believers and your whole church is changed.
Learn how to start this kind of fire—
and keep it burning—at an ALPHA
training event. One is scheduled for
the Philadelphia area August 9-10. For
information or to register call 1-866US-ALPHA or go online at
www.alphaconferences.org.

AUGUST 13 - 15, 2007
Healing the Wounds of Racism Workshop - Daylesford Abbey

AUGUST 17 - 19, 2007
Healing the Wounds of Racism Workshop - Daylesford Abbey

AUGUST 18, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Ways to Increase Your Church Attendance. See page 10.

SEPTEMBER 8, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Christian Education and Spiritual
Formation. See page 10.

SEPTEMBER 15, 2007
United Methodist Day at Hershey
Park. Christian Music Day at the
Park.More information will be forthcoming. Contact James Wilkin at 1800-828-9093 ext. 225 or
jim.wilkin@epaumc.org

OCTOBER 13, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Faith Sharing. See page 10.

NOVEMBER 14, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Stewards of God’s Gifts. See page 10.

DECEMBER 13, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Accountable Discipleship: The power
of small group ministry for all ages.
See page 10.

NOVEMBER 27, 2007
Bishop’s Advent Day Apart

JANUARY 15 - 17, 2008
Bishop’s Mid-Winter Retreat

FEBRUARY 5, 2008
Bishop’s Lenten Day Apart
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Cabinet advocates for chaplains at the Pentagon
By James B. Todd*
On Friday, April 20, Bishop Marcus
Matthews and the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference Cabinet and family
members traveled to the Pentagon in
northern Virginia to meet with military chaplains. Their mission was to
find out how both the Cabinet and
local churches can be supportive of
the work they do and the people they
serve.
Supporting the work of chaplains is
a particular area of interest and passion for Bishop Matthews, as he cochairs the Endorsing Committee of
the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry in Nashville, TN,
along with Bishop Gregory Palmer of
the Iowa Area. On their way back
from the World Methodist Council in
Seoul, Korea last summer, Bishops
Matthews and Palmer visited United
Methodist chaplains in Korea and
Hawaii (please see the article about
this trip on the EPA website, Military
Chaplains, God’s Call – A Special Passion For Ministry, January 25, 2007).
At the Pentagon, Bishop Matthews
and the Cabinet were met by Air Force
Colonel Mark D. Moore, clergy member of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference and until recently, deputy
chaplain to the Joint Chiefs of Staff
at the Pentagon. With his position
discontinued at the Pentagon due to
lack of funding, Mark is looking forward to serving Glossbrenner UMC in
Mount Joy on the Southwest District
beginning July 1, 2007. Col. Moore was
able to give the Cabinet an inside look
at the work that goes on in the Pentagon, and to introduce the group to
senior chaplains.
The Cabinet paid respects in the
part of the Pentagon hit by an air-

liner hijacked by terrorists on September 11, 2001. There is a small memorial
site inside that part of the rebuilt
Pentagon, with an adjacent memorial
site in the process of being built outside. Before September 11, 2001, there
was almost no space set aside in the
Pentagon for the more than 23,000
employees to be able to worship and
pray. As a result of the rebuilding,
there is now a chapel. At the time of
the Cabinet’s visit, a Roman Catholic
Mass was being celebrated there.
Col. Moore listed the top three ways
that congregations, regardless of
their views on the Iraq war, can be
involved in supporting chaplains and
the troops they serve:
1. Find out about military personnel
in your neighborhood and community
who are deployed overseas, and find
ways to offer their families tangible,
practical help, such as mowing of
lawns and other yard work,
babysitting, and house repair and
maintenance. Offer to pray with and
for these families.
2. Find out about chaplains serving
in the armed services, and covenant
to pray for them and let them know of
your support. The Eastern Pennsylvania Conference has several military
chaplains who would love to hear
from you! The Conference Journal can
tell you who they are and the District
Office can help you to be in touch.
Chaplains can also help congregations to be in touch with service members who might not be receiving
cards, letters, and gifts at the same
rate as others so that everyone feels
supported by the family and friends
back home. There are currently 359
United Methodist chaplains who serve
in the armed forces, and they need

Bishop Marcus Matthews and the cabinet and family members visited the Pentagon in
support of military chaplains.

support for the difficult and demanding jobs they do, often in dangerous
places.
3. Help to “re-integrate” a service
member to society after he or she returns from the battlefield or a difficult
deployment. Churches must become
“military friendly” in how they reach
out to military personnel and their
families in empowering, non-judgmental ways. Churches and individuals
need to offer a “safe space” to encourage conversation and the processing
of often difficult images that are carried home from the battlefield.
A great place to start to reach out to
chaplains, military personnel and

Prayers for peace in the streets
Bishop Marcus Matthews recorded
prayers for the City of Philadelphia
and for peace in the streets on the
morning of Wednesday, April 4 as part
of Radio One Philadelphia’s “Enough!
It Starts With Me, It Starts With You”
anti-violence outreach campaign.
Bishop Matthews recorded four
prayers in the radio station’s studio.
Airing dates for his prayers are not
yet known.
Radio One Philadelphia’s stations
include, Praise 103.9 WPPZ, 107.9
WRNB, and 100.3 THE BEAT/WPHI.
As part of this outreach, Praise 103.9,
a Gospel music station, presents
prayers each morning from 5:52 am
until 6:05 am. These prayers are part
of their continuing efforts to advocate
for an end to violence on city streets,
violence that last year saw 406 gun
related killings in the city.
The Philadelphia Radio One group
of stations WPPZ, WPHI and WRNB
also promoted a gun buy back community-based program, on January 15
(MLK Day) and February 10. Joining
the station’s ongoing Public Affairs
program “Enough! It Starts With Me;
It Starts With You” were State Senator
Vince Hughes, City Councilwoman
Blondell Reynolds Brown, and Congressman Chaka Fattah. A $200 grocery voucher was use for each gun
that was turned in. Law Enforcement
officials were elated in recognizing
over 500 guns were removed over a
two month period the city.
Please encourage members of your
congregation to listen for Bishop

families is to visit the website of the
General Board of Higher Education
and Ministry (www.gbhem.org/chaplains) and to look over the many practical resources available to individuals
and congregations. Having passed the
four year mark in the current war in
Iraq, may we not be “weary in well
doing” (Galatians 6:9) as we seek to
reach out to chaplains, military personnel, and their families back home,
especially knowing the sacrifices they
have made for all Americans.
* James B. Todd is superintendent for
the Southwest District of the Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference.

In Memoriam

Bishop Matthews records his prayers in the sound studio of radio station Praise 103.9.

Matthews’ prayers.
Area pastors are also encouraged to
contact the radio station to become
part of the prayer effort. Each prayer
is approximately 3 to 5 minutes in

length, and three or four are recorded
at one session. For more information,
contact Envy McKee, 610-276-1100 or
onthereal@1003thebeatphilly.com.

www.epaumc.org

Rev. Robert Earl Sheesley, Sr.,
who died Tuesday, April 24, 2007 at his
home in Elizabeth City, NC. Mr.
Sheesley suffered from Parkinson’s
Disease in his last years and was
cared for by his loving wife, Anna
Bowman Sheesley.
He served as a United Methodist
minister in the Eastern and Central
Pennsylvania conferences for 50
years. In the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference he served the following
appointments between 1945 and 1969:
Mt. Hope CT, Mt. Herman 22nd St.,
Trainer, and Pen Argyl. As of 1/1/
1970, he became a member of the Central PA Conference.
Mr. Sheesley is survived by his wife,
Anna, and their four children, Bobbi
Hunsberger, Renita Sheesley Banks,
Robert Sheesley, Jr., and Ruth Goetz
as well as a brother, Charles Richard
Sheesley. The Sheesleys have nine
grandchildren and one great grandchild.
A memorial service will be at a later
date.
Condolences may be sent to the Rev.
Robert E. Sheesley, Jr. at Apt. 611A,
5450 Wissahickon Ave., Phila. PA
19144.
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts
may be made to the American
Parkinson Disease Association, Inc.,
135 Parkinson Avenue, Staten Island,
NY 10305-1425, or to the International
Society for Stem Cell Research, 60
Revere Drive, Northbrook, IL 60062.
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In The Nation
Virginia Tech tragedy reflects
gun violence epidemic
by United Methodist News Service
As they grieved for victims of the
deadly shooting rampage at Virginia
Tech University, United Methodist
leaders condemned U.S. gun laws as
lax and questioned why Congress
allowed a federal ban on the sale of 19
types of semiautomatic weapons to
expire in 2004.
The social action agency of The
United Methodist Church also renewed the church’s call for governments around the world to ban
ownership by the general public of
handguns, assault weapons, automatic weapon conversion kits and
weapons that cannot be detected by
traditional metal-detection devices.
“...Had this ban been in place, this
shooting might have been prevented
since one of the guns used by the
assailant was a 9-mm handgun,” said
Jim Winkler, chief executive of the
United Methodist Board of Church
and Society.
“We once again call on the Congress
to ban all handguns and assault
weapons so that our communities will
be safer and so that this endless cycle
of violence can be ended,” Winkler
said in an April 17 statement, one day
after the shootings in Blacksburg, Va.,
left 33 people dead.
A Virginia Tech student identified
as Cho Seung-Hui, 23, shot and killed
30 people in a building of classrooms
and offices on campus and is believed
to be responsible for the earlier
killings of two people in a dormitory.
Fifteen people were wounded, and the
gunman took his own life.
“What is indeed tragic is the fact
that this violence is commonplace in
U.S. society,” Winkler said. “In 2005,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation
reports that there were 10,100 deaths
by firearms in the United States. This
represents an average of four deaths
for every 100,000 people in the United
States. By contrast, England, Wales,
Scotland, and Canada averaged .54
deaths for every 100,000 people.

“The presence of guns in U.S. society
has not led to greater security but in
fact has undermined the general sense
of safety.”
“What is indeed tragic is the fact that
this violence is commonplace in U.S.
society.”
-Jim Winkler
Currently, most states do not
require gun owners to be licensed or
guns to be registered. Most states also
allow the purchase of guns at gun
shows without background checks
and do not update criminal history
databases in a timely manner, allowing criminals to obtain firearms.
The United Methodist Church
officially supports regulation of the
importation, manufacturing, sale and
possession of guns and ammunition.
The church’s resolution on gun
violence in the denomination’s 2004
Book of Resolutions points to the
significant risk of handgun violence,
especially to young people. “Our
communities and schools are so
exposed to large numbers of privately
owned guns that no mere attempts at
providing slightly better security can
match the awful threat of guns
finding their way through our wellintentioned safety systems.”
Epidemic of gun violence
The Rev. Bob Edgar, a United
Methodist pastor who is the leader of
the National Council of Churches,
said the Virginia Tech massacre
reflects an epidemic of gun violence in
the United States.
“My pastor’s heart breaks for the
families of those who died today,”
Edgar said in a statement released
April 16. “I pray for them and for
those who witnessed the unspeakable
violence that destroyed the peace of a
spring day on a scenic campus at the
foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains of
southwestern Virginia.”
A former U.S. congressman, Edgar
said faith leaders have frequently
spoken up about the epidemic of gun
violence. “Despite repeated calls from
faith and community leaders to
Congress and presidents, nothing ever

Virginia Tech’s picturesque campus in the Blue Ridge Mountains became the scene of
the deadliest shooting rampage in modern U.S. history on April 16. A student gunman
massacred 32 people before killing himself. A UMNS file photo by Maile Bradfield.

seems to get done to stem the tide,” he
said.
“How many more will have to die
before we say enough is enough? How
many more senseless deaths will have
to be counted before we enact meaningful firearms control in this
country? How many more of our
pastors, rabbis and imams will have
to preside over caskets of innocent
victims of gun violence because a
nation refused to stop the proliferation of these small weapons of mass
destruction?”
Edgar pointed to the National
Council of Churches’ 1967 policy
calling for firearms control and a
March 2000 interfaith campaign
urging an end to the epidemic of gun
violence.
“The escalation of gun violence
compels us to call for an end to the
manufacture and easy distribution of
such instruments of destruction,”
Edgar said in 2000, reiterating that
statement after the Virginia Tech
shootings.
Concern around the world
The Rev. Samuel Kobia, a Methodist
from Kenya who serves as chief
executive of the World Council of
Churches, pointed out that disbelief
and grief over the sorrowful tragedy
in Virginia must translate into
action.
“Today and in the days to come,
national leaders, state leaders and the
gun lobby across the USA must hear

more than the latest outburst of anger
at violence in America,” he said in an
April 16 statement. “They must also
begin to understand the rising frustration among concerned citizens and
governments around the world.
“The World Council of Churches has
347 member churches in over 100 countries. For many of them the news from
Virginia today is little different than
the news from Darfur yesterday and
the news from Iraq tomorrow. They see
wanton killings, the indiscriminate
use of armed force and the widespread
availability of deadly weapons.”
Kobia noted that U.S. arms manufacturing and arms sales policies have
violent consequences abroad as well as
in the United States. He called for firm
controls on the small arms trade.
“We are all Virginians in our
sympathy, but many people around the
world are also Virginians in their
vulnerability to the misuse of unregulated guns,” he said. “Each day, about
1,000 of them die from gun violence
and many more are injured.”
The R. Rev. Randy Day, chief executive of the United Methodist Board of
Global Ministries, said the Virginia
Tech carnage shows the impact of
violence on families and society in
general.
“The rampage in Blacksburg offers
further indication of too many guns,
too freely available in this country and
around the world,” Day said.

The Nation in Brief
•

Nine missionaries for service in
the United States were commissioned
on Tuesday evening, April 24, 2007, at
the semi-annual meeting of the General Board of Global Ministries in
Stamford, CT. All nine are Church and
Community Workers, a mission category devoted to uplifting the poor
and disenfranchised in rural and urban areas of the United States. Bishop
Joel N. Martinez of San Antonio,
president of the mission agency, presided at the service of worship that
also included the commissioning of 10
deaconesses and a home missioner.
(See story at gbgm-umc.org/
global_news/pr.cfm?articleid=4458).

•

Ten new deaconesses and a home
missioner were commissioned for
Christian service through The United
Methodist Church at the semi-annual
meeting of the General Board of Global Ministries. Bishop Joel N.

Martinez of San Antonio, president of
the agency, presided. Deaconesses are
women and home missioners are men
who engage in ministries of love,
justice, and service in the U.S. They
often work in underserved communities and in cutting edge ministries.
The office of deaconess in Methodism
goes back to the late 19th century. The
home missioner position, created by
the 2004 General Conference, provides
opportunity for men to take part in
the diaconal movement. Gary
Locklear of Pembroke, NC, became
the third home missioner.

•

Like a seed planted in fertile
ground, plans for a new United Methodist Church of Santa Cruz, Calif.,
soon will come up green. The church
will be Santa Cruz County’s first to go
“green” from the ground up and
among the first United Methodist
churches in the United States de-

signed for environmental friendliness.
The building will include solar panels,
windows designed to draw in more
light and other eco-friendly features.
Construction is expected to begin
July 1.

•

On one Saturday each month, the
doors of St. James United Methodist
Church in Tampa, Fla., open to children - some in wheelchairs, others in
their parents’ arms. For three hours,
they run, jump, dance and play while
their parents take a much-needed
break. The Tampa church is part of
Nathaniel’s Hope Buddy Break, an
Orlando-based ministry offering support to caregivers of children with
special needs. Each child is paired
with a volunteer buddy for one-on-one
time and attention. “Here at Buddy
Break, we don’t treat the children any
different than any other child,” says
Sally DePalma, coordinator of the

www.epaumc.org

Tampa ministry. “We love on them. We
have fun with them. We accept them
for who they are and where they’re
at.”

•

Volunteers from across Mississippi packaged 102,000 meals to feed
starving people in Africa through a
project that brought together faith
groups, civic organizations, students
and other mission-minded people.
More than 400 volunteers gathered
March 29-31 at three United Methodist
locations and the University of Southern Mississippi to participate in
Project Sharehouse and accomplish
one important goal. “They saved
lives,” said Mike Ward, who serves on
the board of directors of Stop Hunger
Now, which administers Project
Sharehouse. “It was remarkable. The
turnout in every instance was better
than we expected.”
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In The World
Former bishop of Zimbabwe
dies at 64
By United Methodist News Service and
Suzy Keenan
Bishop Christopher Jokomo
Bishop Christopher Jokomo, 64,
former episcopal leader for The United
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe, died
April 7 at his home in Harare.
The current episcopal leader, Bishop
Eben Nhiwatiwa, worked with the
family on arrangements for the funeral, and officiated at the funeral,
which was held April 11. Bishop
Marcus Matthews, who represented
the Council of Bishops at the funeral,
eulogized Bishop Jokomo.
Jokomo was elected to the episcopacy by the denomination’s Africa
Central Conference in 1992 and became bishop for life after being reelected four years later. He served the
Zimbabwe Area until retiring in 2004
because of health problems that included a stroke several years ago.
Jokomo “was the right person for
the right time” in the Zimbabwe
United Methodist Church and had a
major impact on Africa University,
said Jim Salley, associate vice chancellor for institutional advancement for
the United Methodist-related school in
Mutare, Zimbabwe.
“He was integral in the development
of Africa University and provided
leadership on the finance committee,”
Salley said.
“When you look at … the Zimbabwe
Annual Conference and the Africa
Central Conference, he provided stellar leadership with his focus on empowering people to be all that they can
be. His focus on evangelism and partnerships with other annual conferences can be a model which all other
annual conferences could emulate. He
will be greatly, greatly missed.”
A lifetime of ministry
Born on Dec. 27, 1942, in Murewa,
Zimbabwe, Jokomo was ordained
deacon by Bishop Roy Nichols in 1976
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and elder by Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa
in 1978.
He served congregations in Zimbabwe and was headmaster and chaplain
at the Mutumbara United Methodist
Mission School and the United Methodist mission school in Murewa. He
earned a master of theological science
degree from United Methodist-related
Perkins School of Theology in Dallas
and later received an honorary doctorate from Morningside College in recognition of his leadership and educational service to the denomination.
His work on behalf of Africa University led the school in 2001 to name its
library the Jokomo/Yamada Library –
also named after Ken Yamada, a staff
member with the denomination’s
Board of Higher Education and Ministry.
The Rev. R. Randy Day, chief executive of the United Methodist Board of
Global Ministries, served with Jokomo
on the university’s board of directors
and saluted his leadership abilities.
“Bishop Jokomo had the distinction
of presiding over the 100th anniversary of The United Methodist Church
in Zimbabwe,” Day said in a statement. “He was also the episcopal
leader who helped to bring Africa
University to maturity as a churchrelated institution of excellent reputation throughout the continent.”
That leadership extended throughout Zimbabwe, according to Day. “The
bishop also showed vision and courage
in his determination to provide HIV/
AIDS education to the people of Zimbabwe,” Day said. “Despite both cultural and governmental coolness to
the idea, Bishop Jokomo set up AIDS
education programs through United
Methodist congregations across Zimbabwe.
“He also worked with the General
Board of Global Ministries in initiating a landmark program in the care
and education for children who lost
their parents to AIDS.”

Under Jokomo’s leadership, the
Dendera Mission in eastern Zimbabwe grew from a center providing basic services for needy people
into a laboratory for economic and
educational development. The
denomination supported a church
building, a medical clinic, an ambulance and a school at Dendera.
Through Methodist Rural Industrial Development, a ministry
of the Zimbabwe Annual
Conference’s Council on Ministries, Jokomo opened a sunflower
oil-processing plant, a demonstration farm and a reforestation
project at Dendera Mission. The
projects boosted the local economy
and brought new jobs to the area.
In 1997, Jokomo and Bishop
Felton May, then leader of the
Baltimore-Washington Annual
(regional) Conference, announced
a formal partnership between
United Methodists in their areas
to deal with issues such as poverty
and drug addiction in Zimbabwe.
Bishop Marcus Matthews, then a
superintendent in the BaltimoreWashington Conference, who was Bishop Christopher Jokomo
responsible for working with
added, “All of his ministry was deBishop Jokomo on setting up the details of that partnership said, “I found voted to making a difference in the
lives of those who have so little.”
it an honor to have known him. It was
Vice President Joyce Mujuru of
a privilege to walk with him over his
Zimbabwe brought words of comfort,
last twelve years journey, to visit him
in his family and home with his family, as well as affirmation of his ministry
from the government of Bishop
and to work along with him in the
Jokomo’s ministry at the funeral.
Zimbabwe Annual Conference.
President Robert Mugabe also paid
In his eulogy, Bishop Matthews
tribute to Bishop Jokomo and the
talked about Bishop Jokomo saying,
United Methodist Church’s presence
“He lived out his legacy daily. It was
quite evident in love he showed for his in Zimbabwe in the newspaper.
All of the bishops who had served
family, the people of the Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe
were present at the funeral,
Annual Conference, and the people of
including Bishops Muzorwa and
Zimbabwe. He was a visionary person.
Nhiwatiwa. Bishop Matthews exPart of the Zimbabwe/Baltimorepressed being “overwhelmed by attenWashington partnership involved
dance of more than 4,000 persons
starting a local pastors school at Afexpressing their love for Bishop
rica University with all of pastors of
Jokomo and his family” at the funeral,
the Zimbabwe Annual Conferenc parwhich was ecumenical with representicipating.
tatives from many interfaith groups.
Bishop Jokomo was very active in
Jokomo is survived by his wife,
making sure our pastors began eduEdith
Munjoma Jokomo, and two
cating churches and talking about
children, Runyararo Pennelope Verna,
HIV/AIDS as a way of helping to pre19, and Rutendo Grace, 17.
vent the disease. He was very active
with the orphanage in Mutare, and
cared about children and the poor.” He

The W
orld in Brief
World
•

The Nothing But Nets campaign
gained worldwide exposure before
millions of people April 24-25 when the
United Methodist-supported antimalaria initiative was among charities featured on the top-rated “American Idol” television show. The Fox
reality show, which is rated No. 1 in
the United States, presented a twonight “Idol Gives Back” charity special to raise awareness and money for
organizations that help poor children
in the United States and Africa. The
people of The United Methodist
Church are founding partners in
Nothing But Nets, which fights malaria by purchasing and distributing
insecticide-treated sleeping nets in
Africa. A donation of $10 covers the
cost of delivering one net and teaching a family how to protect children
from malaria-carrying mosquitoes.
For more details, go to www.umc.org/
nets.

•

People left homeless by the April 2
tsunami in the Solomon Islands are
receiving emergency aid from United
Methodists. The United Methodist
Committee on Relief is assisting the
World Council of Churches’ Pacific
Office in its emergency response. Food
has been supplied to 100 families,
along with temporary shelter, kitchen
supplies, mattresses, blankets and
mosquito nets. To support UMCOR’s
international work, checks can be
dropped in church collection plates
and identified as “International Disaster Response, UMCOR Advance
#982450” on the memo line or mailed
to UMCOR at P.O. Box 9068, New York,
NY 10087. Online donations can be
made at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/
umcor/.

•

UMCOR’s partner Equal Exchange reaches out to small coffee
farmers, like the 1,073 members of
Farmers’ Hands in Guatemala. Most

of these farmers own less than 2.5
acres each and were unable to compete
in the coffee market alone. Each year
they struggled just to survive. These
farmers formed seven cooperatives
and through Farmers’ Hands they
have better market alternatives and
can sell their coffee for a fair price.
Buying fairly traded goods such as
coffee, tea, chocolate and hot cocoa
through Equal Exchange ensures that
the farmers that produced these goods
benefit from the sale. Learn more
about fair trade on the UMCOR’s Fair
Trade web page: http://new.gbgmumc.org/umcor/work/hunger/fairtrade/. World Fair Trade Day is coming up on May 12. Use this as an opportunity to learn more about fair trade
to support small farmer co-ops and
what your church and community can
do to help these farmers who make the
products you enjoy. UMCOR Advance
#982920 World Hunger/Poverty, supports programs such as fair trade.

www.epaumc.org

•

“Water is life here,” said one
UMCOR worker of the importance of
UMCOR’s water projects in South
Darfur, Sudan. UMCOR is rehabilitating water points that have been rendered unusable for a variety of reasons. In the next few years, some
250,000 Sudanese will have better access to water and sanitation through
UMCOR’s projects. Access to water
has become increasingly important in
areas where tens of thousands of
people have fled seeking safety, taxing
the already fragile water system in
now-overpopulated areas. Learn more
about what UMCOR is doing to increase access to water and other
UMCOR programs in Darfur through
our latest report to donors, Water for
Life in Sudan available online at:
www.umcor.org. UMCOR Advance
#184385.
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YOUTH 2007
Youth ‘07
July 11-15, 2007
Greensboro, North Carolina
Join the 10,000 United Methodist
youth and Youth Workers in
Greensboro for a “Total Youth
Experience.” The week will include
“Rock the House” Praise and Worship,
splatshops, and more. A bus will be
leaving from each district. The costs
associated with the event are as
follows:
Youth - Costs: $200 - Registration
for the event; $ 99 - Hotel (four to a
room); $ 60 - Lunch and dinner (for
youth); *Breakfast will be provided
each morning, at the hotel; $ 75 Transportation on a coach bus; $434 Total amount
Adult Chaperones - Costs: $200 Registration for the event; $ 99 Hotel ( four to a room); $ 110 - Lunch
and dinner; *Breakfast will be
provided each morning, at the hotel;
$ 75 Transportation on a coach bus;
$484 - Total amount
For Youth Leaders:
Step one: Register your youth
group for the event. www.youth07.org.
Click on Register and pay on-line
Step two: Reserve your hotel rooms
at 1-336-434-5200. Please indicate that
you are with the Eastern
Pennsylvania Group.

Step three: Contact Jim Wilkin, at
the EPA Conference Office, at 1-800828-9093 to reserve space on the bus.
For Congregations:
Pray for the event and all of the
participants. Help financially sponsor
youth from your congregation on this
trip.
Sponsored by the General Board of
Discipleship, this event is held once
every four years.
For more information about the
event visit the website at
www.youth2007.org . For more
information about the bus trip,
contact Jim Wilkin at
jim.wilkin@epaumc.org or 610-6669090, ext. 225.

Peace with Justice Sunday

June 3, 2007

Encouraging prayers for peace, the Rev. Wesley N. Yamaka and Katie Davenport
display the paper cranes they make during the Day of Remamberance service at
Jason Lee United Methodist Church, Salem, Ore.

Wesley Heritage Tour

For resources for your church go to:
www.umcgiving.org

9 Exciting and Educational Days
Join Bishop and Mrs. Matthews and
the Philadelphia Conference
Depart on August 6, 2007
Philadelphia or Baltimore from
$2298*
*Plus taxes, tips, fees, etc.

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church™

United Methodist Night
Your Journey of a Lifetime Includes: at the Phillies
*Roundtrip Airfare *Week Stay in First Class Midlands

JUL
Y 28, 2007
JULY

Hotel *Daily Breakfast and Dinner (dinner in London on
your own) *Deluxe Motorcoaches *Guided Sightseeing
*Entrance Fees *Study Guide *Lecture Program

Phillies vs. Pirates
@7p
.m.
p.m.

Educational Program:

*Asbury House, Birmingham *New Room and Charles
Wesley House, Bristol *City Road Chapel, London *Old
Rectory and St. Andrews Church, Epworth *Coventry
Cathedral, Coventry *St. Mary de Crypt, Gloucester

For brochure contact the conference office at 1-800-828-9093
or e-mail Amy Botti at amy.botti@epaumc.org.

vs

Look for ticket order forms in your
church office. A UM Men’s Choir
will sing the National Anthem.

www.epaumc.org
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What’s the fuss about numbers?
by Lillian Smith*
Okay, I’m guilty. It used to bother
me to hear “this ‘Making Disciples of
Jesus Christ for the Transformation
of the World’ emphasis is only about
numbers.” The statements bothered
me because the goal was only to raise
church attendance by at least 10% by
2012. That number is small and possible for all congregations. For some
that number is as low as 5 new people.
Who would be angry about reaching 5
new people for Christ? The goal is a
challenge to increase church attendance only, not membership. If the
belief that the emphasis is only concerned about numbers were true, then
perhaps I have been concerned only
about numbers.
As I’ve looked at additional numbers, I’ve become even more con-

cerned. In fact, we all probably need to
be more concerned about numbers. In
addition to worship attendance, the
areas of baptisms and professions of
faith need to be on the radar screen.
Each Annual Conference/Episcopal
area is challenged to more faithfully
live out the mission of the church –
that of making disciples of Jesus
Christ. Towards that end, Episcopal
Leaders report quarterly on net
change in the areas of: Membership,
Worship Attendance, Baptisms, Small
Groups, Professions of Faith and Apportionment Giving. While assembling
data related to net change for this
annual conference, some of the information was challenging. The numbers
on the chart can speak for themselves.
Numbers in parenthesis represent
negative change.
Discussion about numbers is not

Preparing Your Congregation’s
Ministry Action Plan
MAY 9, 10, 11, 2007

Annual Conference Session
“Living as Christian Disciples:
The Means of Grace and the Ordinances of God.”
Rev. Thomas Albin, Dean, Upper Room Chapel,
General Board of Discipleship

2003

2004

2005

2006

(1,970)
49
(493)

(726)
(1,449)
(35)

(1,938)
(2,473)
(87)

(1,386)
256
(201)

(2,605)
(4,283)
(171)

143
(596)
(142,771) 80,072

295
93,359

(743)
(62,518)

123
18,641

necessarily a bad thing. The bible recounts numerous stories that mentioned numbers. With five loaves of
bread and two fish the disciples fed
5,000 men. (Mark 6:38) Note, any women
present weren’t even included in the
reported number of persons fed. On the
day of Pentecost, the bible reports
“Those who accepted his message were

baptized, and about three thousand
were added to their number that day.”
(Acts 2: 41) Even a small number of
one represents one soul for Jesus
Christ. As we look back at what transpired at Calvary, we are reminded
that Jesus died for everyone. Why not
attempt to share that gift of salvation

continues on page 10

New ministry will reach
Chinese communities

The May sessions of “Making Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation of the World” are
quickly approaching. During the upcoming
sessions, Kelvin Sauls will talk with members of
congregational teams about preparing ministry
action plans. Congregations are asked to forward to Kelvin Sauls, Betsey Heavner and
Lillian Smith (lillian.smith@epaumc.org), copies
of their CVI/NCD focus areas or strategic plan
highlights. In order for Kelvin and Betsey to
adequately prepare for the large volumes of
Rev. Kelvin Sauls
congregations, the deadline for this information
is April 30, 2007. Congregations that haven’t completed this process are still
encouraged to attend this and all of the other sessions.
The monthly training sessions exist to further equip lay and clergy persons in
the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference so that congregations can reach, engage and nurture more disciples of Jesus Christ.
In response to the evaluations, future presentations will include more interactive components and give attention to ministry with post-moderns. See page
10 for more information and times. Register online now! Go to: http://
www.epaumc.org/manager/NewsDetails.asp?NewsID=1734

Wednesday, June 13, 2007, 7:30 PM

Membership
Worship Attendance
Baptisms
Small Groups
Professions of Faith
Apportionment Giving

2002

An outreach ministry to the Chinese communities of Northeast Philadelphia and its surrounding suburbs
launched on May 1, 2007 by The United
Methodist Church of the Good Shepherd.
The idea for the Chinese Ministry
came about after a workshop on “Assessing Your Community for Ministry”, presented by the Rev. Dr. Alfred S.
Maloney, Superintendent of the East
District of the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference. Following the workshop,
Johnson Memorial United Methodist
Church, under the leadership of Pastor Rick Andrews and Lay Leader
Yvette Trotman, sought to respond to
the concerns of the community about
its transition. The results of their
assessment showed that the community was becoming more diverse, with
the Chinese population leading the
percentage of growth among the diverse groups. The East District was
able to develop some understanding of
the Chinese population in the Northeast Philadelphia area with the support and assistance of Asian-American and Pacific Islanders Ministry, a
division of The UM General Board of
Global Ministries (GBGM).

www.epaumc.org

The Good Shepherd UMC, where the
Rev. Susan C. Czarnecki is pastor, will
support this outreach as a ministry of
the church. Other UMC churches in
the immediate area will provide support through their role as advisors.
Good Shepherd is hiring the Rev.
Quibi She Peng, who was referred by
GBGM’s Asian-American and Pacific
Islander Ministry to lead the Chinese
Ministry Development Project. In this
position, Rev. Peng will assess the
community for ministry to the fastgrowing Chinese population with a
goal to nurture a congregation who
will worship in a Chinese dialect.
To help facilitate the momentum of
the Chinese Ministry Development
Project’s growth, an ad hoc Advisory
Board representing a cluster of United
Methodist churches was organized by
the Rev. Dr. Alfred S. Maloney, Superintendent of the East District of the
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.
This Board will serve to encourage
and support Rev. Peng and Good Shepherd with prayer and guidance.
The East District sees this ministry
as a great witness to the Annual Conference theme of “Making Disciples
for Christ” in other ethnic populations within our boundaries.
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Every Sunday should be a little Resurrection
The Tully Principle of 52 Equal Sundays
by Lovett H. Weems, Jr.
After Easter, attention in the
church is likely to turn toward plans
for the summer. Such plans often
include a “change of pace” with
adjustments in worship times,
number of services, types of music,
etc. These changes may seem appropriate at first since fewer people may be
attending, and clergy and staff will be
joining parishioners in taking annual
summer vacations. Not so, says the
Reverend Bill Tully, rector of St.

Order now!

Making
Disciples DVDs
Transformational
Spiritual Leadership
Parts 1 and 2, with the
Rev. Kelvin Sauls
(Set of 2 DVDs)
$20 x ___ = ____
Acts 29 Prayer
Encounter
with the Rev. Terry Teykl
$10 x ___ = ____
Plus Shipping $ 4.00
TOTAL $ _______
Make checks payable to:
EPA Conference,
and mail to: Video Order,
Communications, P.O.
820, Valley Forge, PA
19482-0820.

Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church on
Park Avenue in New York City.
When Mr. Tully came to St. Bart’s in
1994 from St. Columba’s Church in
Washington, DC, he was faced with the
task of either helping the church to
grow or helping to close it. The 1,300seat sanctuary was attracting only 125
people each Sunday. The church was
continuing to operate only by drawing
from endowment funds. “When I
arrived, I was pretty honest with the
congregation,” he recalled. “I said,
‘We’re going to grow.’” Tully reminded
his new congregation that all living
things need to grow – a daunting idea
in a congregation that had been living
on endowment and with no real notion
of proportional giving, tithing, and
stewardship.
The turnaround of St. Bart’s over
the following years is testimony to
Tully’s vision and leadership. Out of
that experience, Tully has developed
several principles for growing
churches. One of them is the concept
of “52 Equal Sundays.” He contends
that it sends the wrong message when
you almost close down for some or all
of the summer months. “When people
come to your church, you want to be
doing your best work always.” The
goal is 52 equal Sundays.
“Quit messing with the schedule,”
Tully says. “Take ‘summer’ off your
calendar. Provide the same, highquality worship schedule every

Sunday of the year.” The goal is to
have the kind of powerful worship
every Sunday that will give the
greatest opportunity to reach any
person who chooses to worship at
your church that day. A summer
break can allow all the vitality of the
year to dissipate. Summer visitors
then get liturgical leftovers rather
than the vitality of a service that
carries on from one week to the next.
Every Sunday should be a little
Resurrection, Tully reminds us, so we
put out our best offerings – worship,
education, hospitality – every Sunday
of the year. Therefore, the first Sunday
a person attends our church will be
the best we can make it. For many
people, the experience of the service
will be the dominant reason they come
back again and again. If the service is
done sloppily or the instruments are
out of tune or lectors and lay readers
and clergy speak in monotone, seekers
won’t come back, says Tully. Every
single Sunday must reflect the quality
we expect on our “most important”
celebrative Sundays.
But what about clergy and staff
vacations, you may be asking. They
continue as usual; but with “52 Equal
Sundays” firmly in place, no longer is
the worship experience of
congregants and visitors shaped by
vacation schedules. Things may be
done differently and involve different
persons on some Sundays, but the care
and attention that goes into the

worship planning and execution will
be such that the worshipers will have
an experience equally as vital as they
would at any other time of the year. It
does mean that planning will be
required, but all vital worship requires
extensive planning.
“A guest who needs the church may
happen to come in the door on any
given Sunday,” says Tully. “And, we
always have to be ready and at our
best every Sunday, even in the middle
of the summer when our rector is on
vacation.”
If this is a new concept for you and
your congregation, this may be an
opportunity to think about it and have
conversations with others to see how
you might take steps in this direction
this summer. It is a chance to remind
all worship leaders that the beginning
point of worship planning is always
the worshipers and their needs, not
the interests and needs of the
professional or volunteer leaders.
To read more about St. Bart’s, go to
their website at www.stbarts.org. To
read more about the principles used at
St. Bart’s, go to http://
www.stbarts.org/
howarewedifferent.asp.
Reprinted from Leading Ideas, a free
online newsetter of the Lewis Center for
Church Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary, available at
www.churchleadership.com.

Giv
e sails tto
o yyour
our chur
ch with pra
Give
church
prayyer
By Lillian Smith
“Prayerlessness is a characteristic
of many churches today,” the Rev.
Terry Teykl wrote in his book, Preyed
on or Prayed for. “Many churches
have no prayer room, no prayer coordinator, no prayer meetings, little
prayer for the city, and little or no
prayer for the pastor.” He continued,
“A prayerless church is like a sailboat
without sails. The Spirit’s wind may
be blowing, but there are no sails to
catch it.”
Prayer, the one conduit to access
God’s power, is one thing many individuals and congregations don’t make
a priority. Prayer is something that I
sometimes say, “I’ll do it later,” only to
reach the end of the day to realize
that I haven’t prayed.
Sitting at my desk I am still basking
in the blessing of God’s presence at
the Saturday session of “Making
Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
Transformation of the World.” The
Acts 29 Prayer Encounter with Rev.
Teykl was a blessing. Sharing God’s
love for all, he talked with us about
how God wants to engage in “Show
and Tell.” When Christians pray for
the needs of pre-believers, God
“shows” God’s self. Then, and only
then, can Christians “tell” people
about Jesus.
“Every person has a name, need and
creed,” Rev. Teykl explained. He continued, “believers are to pray for each
person by name and then pray for
their need. After that, the pre-believers’ creed of ‘feeling unworthy and
unwanted,’ can be changed to a creed
of ‘being loved by God, being the righteousness of God.’”

Rev. Teykl shared various nonthreatening ways to pray for people.
Some of those ways included creating
a prayer ministry, altar rail prayer in
worship, establishing a prayer room,
praying for the pastor, prayer drivebys, prayer ushers, and prayer boxes
in community locations. He suggested
training all members to pray for others. Laity, serving as prayer ushers,
can pray for hurting people who need
to know that God cares for them. It is
as easy as saying “can I pray for you?”
He recounted numerous situations
when praying with an individual saved
that person’s life. In one instance a
man brought a gun to church with the
intent of killing himself after church.
He gave the gun to Rev. Teykl after the
worship service because someone
prayed with and for him during worship, and he no longer felt the need to
kill himself. In another situation, a
number of women church members
would conduct prayer drive-bys in
front of the house of a drug dealer.
Those prayer drive-bys resulted in the
drug dealer giving up his life as a
street-corner dealer after a visit from
Jesus in the drug house. He came to
Christ, as did many of his associates.
The news reports are chilling in the
aftermath of the killings at Virginia
Tech. Had anyone ever prayed for or
with the gunman who, at the time of
writing this article, had killed 32
people at Virginia Tech. The death
count is expected to increase. May we
all pray for everyone involved in that
horrible situation – the gunman’s
family, those killed or physically injured and their families, those traumatized by the experience, and the entire
campus and community.

www.epaumc.org

If you missed the training session
but want to go further in your prayer
life with God, here are some books by
Terry Teykl:

• The Presence Based Church (book
and work book)
• Pray the Price: United Methodists
in Prayer
• Praying Grace: Training for Personal Ministry
• Blueprint for the House of Prayer
• Making Room to Pray: How to
Start and Maintain a Prayer Room in
Your Church
• Preyed on or Prayed for Prayer
Room Intercessor’s Handbook
Additional information is available
on the Rev. Teykl’s Renewal Ministries
webpage: www.renewalministries.com.
A number of people who attended
the Acts 29 Prayer Encounter said
that their congregations had an altar
call for prayer, as recommended by Dr.
Teykl. Distinct from the time when
people come forward for the ‘Invitation for Christian Discipleship,’ this
time at the altar is for people to seek
God for their needs. If your congregation was one of those churches, let me
know. Upon issuing a call for prayer at
the altar at New Life UMC, everyone
came forward.
Could it be that the very thing we
don’t prioritize is something each
human hungers for? Please join with
people in this conference to pray for
God’s presence to be known in each
congregation and that a spirit of
prayer will descend on congregations
and United Methodists in the Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference.
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Matching Grants offered for
advertising
United Methodist Communications
offers $1 million in matching funds
annually to local churches, districts
and conferences to help establish an
advertising presence in their
community. Matching funds can be
used for placing television, radio,
cinema, outdoor media or a
combination of these media types.
Grant applications are accepted
three times a year for media placed in
coordination with the national cable
TV schedule: Lent, Back-to-school and
Advent.
Next Application Period
• May 1 through June 1 for Back-ToSchool and/or Advent 2007
FREE MEDIA SERVICES
Through Igniting Ministry Media
Services, a local church can access the
expertise of Igniting Ministry’s fullservice advertising agency for all
their media strategies, solutions,
buying and placement requests at no
charge. This service is available to
anyone placing any type of media —
Matching Grant and non-Matching
Grant alike.

APPLY ONLINE
A convenient online application
form is available during each
application period. Once an online
application is started, it cannot be
saved for later completion.
APPLY OFFLINE
If you prefer to work from a hard
copy, an application form is available
with full application instructions.
AWARD PROCESS
Grants are awarded, to the extent of
available funds, based on optimum
media coverage, giving the best reach
and frequency throughout the United
States. We encourage applicants to
cluster with other churches in your
media market to pool resources and
make an effective buy with a single
application. A list of churches,
districts or conferences in your media
market is available upon request.
If you have any questions, please
contact the Media Grants and Services
office at 877-281-6535 or
IMmediaservices@umcom.org. To
apply, go to: www.ignitingministry.org.
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GBOD Announces
Discipleship University, New
Church Goals

The General Board of Discipleship
is launching a Discipleship University.
Karen Greenwaldt, GBOD general
secretary, made the announcement to
directors at their meeting March 14–
17. This initiative is designed to take
the lessons learned in the agency’s
Romans 12 Project and to bring them
into a two-year, academy-style learning experience for church leaders.
Some of what the agency is currently
doing will move into Discipleship
University (DU).
The Romans 12 Project has been
identifying best practices in congregations; and DU will move these into
hands-on experiences in worship,
small groups, spiritual leadership, and
stewardship.
DU is patterned off the Upper Room’s
Academy for Spiritual Formation.
“GBOD is focusing much of its work
on the renewal of existing churches,”
Greenwaldt said in her opening report. The agency will continue this
focus through the 2008 General
Conference.
Greenwaldt also announced that an
inter-agency group called the Path
One Team for New Church Starts has
set a goal of having 1,000 church planters start 650 churches in the United
States by 2012. The team will create a
system whereby the planters will be
supported in order to prevent burn-

out. Media and marketing resources
will be provided and internships will
connect new planters with existing
planters. In other business, the board
learned of work by the worship staff
to create supplemental liturgies that
would respond to requests from racial/ethnic groups as well as the
emerging church community. These
would not replace the current official
ritual and resources.

Karen Greenwaldt, General Secretary,
GBOD

Lending a hand in the name of Christ
By Hilda Campbell*
Twenty-four members from Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference spent Holy
Week in Gulfport/Biloxi, Mississippi
as Volunteers in Mission(VIM). While
thinking of Jesus preparing for His
walk, we were walking the streets
viewing the devastation remaining
from Hurricane Katrina. Although
there is much work to be done, the
trip brought many positive experiences that brought joy to the givers
and the receivers.
The team, primarily from Janes
Memorial United Methodist Church,
coordinated by Rev. Dr. Albert Mosley,
went to assist in the rebuilding of
homes destroyed by Katrina. We
worked on houses, painting, installing
light fixtures, smoke detectors and an
entire kitchen. Many of our team
spent time cleaning debris from the
yards, cutting down bushes, scraping
iron railing and preparing the exterior of the house for the paint crew.
The crew was comprised of people
young and old, male and female,
skilled and unskilled; many bodies,
with one goal. Even though it has
been 18 months since the hurricane,
there are so many families who have
not yet moved back into their residences. The joy was evident as they
explained the assistance of AfricanAmericans on other mission teams,
but I heard time and again, “This is
the first all African-American group
to come and work!”
Our team started off by having
breakfast at God’s Katrina Kitchen.
This large red and white tent (as seen
in picture) is supported and manned

by churches of all denominations.
Workers could re-enter the line for
refills as often as they liked!
As youth and young adult members
of our VIM team, Rashuan Griffin, 15,
Jessie Wilson, 18, Bianca McCall, 19,
and Terri Willis, 21, had a marvelous
experience. Their hard work was a
true asset to the team. They worked in
the yard, helped in the kitchen, installed insulation and have expressed
interest in doing more.
Rev. Rosemary Williams of Mt. Zion
UMC in Mississippi was our host. Her
husband, who pastors St. Paul’s UMC,
showed us around. We slept in the old
church on cots and pews and took
turns to shower out back. It wasn’t
the Holiday Inn but we experienced
much fun and had plenty of food to
eat. Each morning we started our day
with worship and singing. One morning there was even a 5:30 AM wake-up
serenade by Darryl Myers, Church
Council Chair.
We talked with Rev. Henry Tard, a
retired member of Mississippi Conference, who is the receptionist for the
Gulfport Community Action Network
Center across the street from one of
the houses. He is 98 years old and
works 5 days a week. He teaches Bible
Study and is the only African American member of the Civil Rights Commission.
“We’re exhausted, but there’s still
work to do” was the theme of my sermon on Wednesday.
Our work included placing insulation underneath the home of Mrs.
Barbara Payne, since building code
now requires that dwellings must be
built on piers 8 to 10 feet above

ground. She joined us for church both
nights and fed the crew lunch on
Thursday. She shared the story of
how her husband died one month
before the hurricane, and how difficult it had been for her to dispose of
his belongings. When the water came
it washed everything away, and she
thanked God that her struggle to part
with his precious items was over.
The Rev. Dr. Albert D. Mosley
preached on Thursday from Psalms.
His goal is to increase awareness of
the overwhelming and continuing
need for hurricane recovery and to
encourage others to take an active
role in the rebuilding efforts. On
Thursday night some of our team
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went to New Orleans to view the damage in the lower 9th Ward. It was horrific to see the total devastation that
remained; it was as if the storm had
been yesterday.
On Friday, at the end of our final
workday, the team stopped by the
beach for pictures in the sand. We
were in agreement that our VIM team
wants to return to help soon, and we
want to encourage other churches to
form VIM teams to do the same. Much
help is still needed.
*Hilda Campbell is director of Human
Relations and Leadership for the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.
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- Making Disciples Insert

Making Disciples Training Schedule
MAY 9, 10, AND 11, 2007 “Preparing Your Congregation’s
Ministry Action Plan” Training
with the Rev. Kelvin Sauls
May 9 at Trinity UMC in Lickdale;
May 10 at Asbury UMC in Allentown
May 11 at Tindley Temple UMC in
Philadelphia.
Registration - 6:00 - 6:45 p.m.
Worship - 6:45 - 7:15 p.m.
Session - 7:15 - 8:45 p.m.

JUNE 13 -15, 2007
At Annual Conference in Philadelphia during evening Celebration of
Ministries
”Living as Christian Disciples: The
Means of Grace and the Ordinances of

God” - Rev. Dr. Tom Albin, Dean, Upper
Room Chapel, Nashville, TN.-7:30 p.m.

JULY 21, 2007 Vibrant and Transformative
Worship - Saturday – one location,
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM - Session 8

AUGUST 18, 2007 Ways to Increase Your Church
Attendance - WEBCAST TRAINING
9:00 AM - Small Congregations
11:00 AM- Medium Congregations
1:30 PM- New Church Starts
3:30 PM- Large Churches
Training by Rev. Rene Perez and
Rev. Dorothy Watson Tatem

AUGUST 24, 25, 26, 2007 Christian Education and Spiritual Formation – Saturday, one
location, Congregational Leaders Team
Sites and times to come.

OCTOBER 13, 2007 Faith Sharing - Saturday, One
location: “Using Communications in Evangelism Recruitment” – location to be determined
9:30 AM-4:00 PM - Training by Rev.
Larry Homitsky, Director of Connectional Ministries, Western PA
Conference, UMC and Suzy Keenan,
EPA Director of Communications
Worship

“Igniting Ministries Training”

NOVEMBER 3, 2007 Stewards of God’s Gifts
David Bell
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM - Worship
6:30 PM- 8:15 PM - Training by the
Rev. David Bell, Director of the Center for Christian Stewardship of The
United Methodist Church

DECEMBER 13, 2007 Accountable Discipleship: The
power of small group ministry
for all ages
6:45 PM - 7:15 PM - Worship
7:15 PM - 8:45 PM - Training by
Steve Manskar, GBOD

Derek Maul Urges Men to Get Real
Award-winning writer, Derek Maul
has written his first book, GET REAL:
A Spiritual Journey for Men, to be
published by Upper Room Books in
May 2007.
Maul writes a weekly op-ed column
for local editions of the Tampa
Tribune. His column is read weekly by
300,000 people.
Maul’s commentary and features
have appeared in Newsweek, USA
Today, The Christian Science Monitor,
Presbyterians Today, Guideposts, and
many other print and online
publications.
“For men even vaguely interested in
a deeper spiritual walk, GET REAL is
the right book at the right time, says
Mark Merrill, founder and president
of Family First and host of “Family
Minute with Mark Merrill,” a daily
radio program.
“Derek Maul has a heart for real
men dealing with the real issues of
real life. If you are looking for a great
resource that will encourage men and
strengthen the family, GET REAL is
right on the money,” said Merrill.
Maul’s meditations regularly
appear in These Days, and he has

contributed to The Upper Room, The
Book of Daily Prayer and Chicken Soup
for the Soul, as well as several other
inspirational publications.
Before becoming a full-time writer,
Derek worked as a public school

teacher in Florida for eighteen years.
His teaching career includes cuttingedge work with autistic children.
Maul holds bachelor’s degrees in
psychology and education from
Stetson University and the University
of West Florida.
Derek is an active teacher in his
local church, where he serves in adult
Sunday school, small-group ministry,
and a men’s Bible study/spiritual
formation group.
He enjoys the outdoors, traveling,
photography, reading, cooking,
playing guitar, and golf.
Derek is married to Rebekah, a
Presbyterian pastor. They have two
children, Andrew and Naomi.
For additional information about
the book, please contact Jill Ridenour,
Author Relations, 1-877-899-2780, ext.
2780 or jridenour@gbod.org.
GBOD’s mission is to support annual
conference and local church leaders for
their task of equipping world-changing
disciples. An agency of The United
Methodist Church, GBOD is located at
1908 Grand Ave. in Nashville, Tenn.
For more information, call the Media

Relations Office toll free at (877) 8992780, Ext. 7017.

Derek Maul

What’s the fuss about numbers?
continued from page 7
with as many people as possible?
Challenges are also opportunities!
Though some of the numbers are
down, we have a unique opportunity
for ministry! God is calling us to new
levels in ministry. God is calling us to
share the good, good news with everyone! Death, drugs, abuse, illness nothing has the last word in our lives.
The resurrection of Jesus Christ
attests to that!
Change is already happening. It is
time to celebrate. Some congregations
have already reported a 10% increase
in church attendance. The Rev.
Michael Netznik reported that both
Jim Thorpe: Grace-St. Paul and
Nesquehoning: Meed’s Memorial have
both reported a 10% increase in
church attendance. Within 18 months,
Jim Thorpe has grown from 35 to 50
people in church attendance. The

congregation is now working toward
the goal of 135 in worship attendance.
According to the Rev. David Felker,
Effort UMC has reported a 21% increase in church attendance within
the last year and now has a new members class of 12 people. Other congregations have reported an increased
level of excitement in ministry. God is
doing amazing things in the Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference. The Rev.
Thomas Jackmon reported that
Tindley Temple has reported 10 new
members this year. Tindley Temple is
working towards reaching 170 new
souls for Christ in 2007.
Is all of the growth attributable to
the monthly trainings? Of course not.
While the growth is not due entirely
to the monthly sessions related to
“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for
the Transformation of the World,” we

pray that the training, encouragement, prayers and support offered
through this year-long emphasis will
help each congregation thrive in its
ministry of making and nurturing
more disciples of Jesus Christ.
Ready for some more good news!
More than 200 out of the 462 congregations in the annual conference have
participated in the ‘Making Disciples
of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World’ training sessions.
Additionally, 81 out of the 462 congregations have activated the Congregational Vitality Indicator. According to
Betsey Heavner, CVI Coordinator,
GBOD, the 18% level of early participation of congregations is substantial, especially as the process is not
mandatory yet highly recommended.
Heavner added, “The level of early
participation has been faster in East-
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ern Pennsylvania than in the Nebraska Conference, in which each
congregation was expected to participated.
Apportionment giving is up also!
New Church Starts are thriving!
Advertisements are raising visibility
and awareness about United Methodist Churches in the region. God’s
Spirit is moving through this annual
conference. Praise God from whom all
blessings flow! Have we achieved our
goal? No, but we will get there, with
God’s help.
Be blessed! May God’s love, boldness and power flow through you in
your ministry with God’s people. On
the Christian journey with you, I am,
*Rev. Lillian C. Smith is the Director
of Connectional Ministries for the
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.

MAY

11

Summer Dates!
May 5

June 3

Flea Market
Carson-Simpson Farm

Open House
Camp Innabah

May 11
Golf Tournament
Camp Innabah

May 20
Open House
Pocono Plateau

June 17
SUMMER CAMP
BEGINS!!

June 19
Day at Camp
Pocono Plateau

Spring is when young people sign up to attend summer
camp at:
Camp Innabah * Pocono Plateau * Gretna Glen * CarsonSimpson Farm
Please help us make it possible for any young person in the conference
to join these children for a week of Christian camping in the beauty of
God’s creation, having fun, making friends, and finding new and renewed life in
Jesus Christ.
Unfortunately, some families can’t afford the cost of summer camp for their
children. We believe that no child should be denied the opportunity to attend a
week of Christian camp because of the inability to pay.
A week at one of our conference camps costs about $300. Won’t you, your
church, or a group in your church help ensure that every young person has the
opportunity to attend camp by making a donation to the conference Camping
Scholarship Fund?
Donations (made payable to Eastern Pennsylvania Conference) should be sent
to: Camping Scholarship Fund, Eastern Pennsylvania Conference, P.O.
Box 820
Valley Forge, PA 19482-0820. Scholarship funds may also be sent directly to
any of the camps. Donations to the camps may be made by check or major
credit card. For more information, please contact Jim Wilkin, Director of
Camping and Nurture Ministry, 610-666-9090 ext. 225, jim.wilkin@epaumc.org

Youth
Leadership
Retreat
June 1-3, 2007
Gretna Glen, Lebanon, PA

“Do not let anyone look down on you
because you are young, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in
life, in love, in faith, and in purity.” - 1
Timothy 4:12

United Methodist Men
Men from across the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference gathered at the
United Methodist Men’s Convocation
held at Pocono Manor, March 23 to 25.
Nearly 50 men, including six youth,
came together for a retreat with worship, singing, speakers, and workshops.
The officers elected include Ross
Brightwell from Jarrettown UMC,
president, Walter King from Camphor
UMC, vice-president, Tom Hurd from
Bethel Hill UMC, treasurer.
Conference Lay Leader, Dr. Mary
White, met with the convocation on
the evening of March 24, to help organize the EPA Conference UMM. “We
met this weekend to re-establish the
United Methodist Men of the Eastern

Pennsylvania Conference. In so doing, we elected officers, and began a
network with district UMM local
presidents, and connections with
district lay leaders and local
churches,” said Dr. White.
She added, “The goal for UMM is
that they become spiritually motivated and bring other men to Christ.
We also want to build relationships
among adult men, as well as young
adults, and youth to nuture each and
make a stronger men’s ministry
within the local churches.”
Upcoming events planned for United
Methodist Men include UM Night at
the Phillies on Saturday, July 28,
where a UM Men’s choir will be featured singing the national anthem.

Dr. Stephen Gallaher and Salt ‘n
Light Youth Ministry will teach
young people and adult workers how
to energize and grow the ministry
in your local congregation.

The retreat is designed for teams of adult workers and young people
who are leaders in their youth group. The cost is $100 for the adult
worker and $60 for each youth. The cost includes the training, meals,
accommodations, and materials.
For more information and registration form go to: http://
www.epaumc.org/NewsDetails.asp?pageID=1744 or contact James
Wilkin at 1-800-828-9093, ext. 225; jim.wilkin@epaumc.org

Ross Brightwell (left) has been elected president, and Walter King (right), vice-president,
of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference United Methodist Men. They stand with Dr.
Mary White, Conference Lay Leader, who helped organize lhe UMM Convocation.
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Alternative Spring Break
continued from page 1
Street, but within every local. This
incredible gift is in every person who
has lost a home, a loved one, or a
former life. The people of New Orleans have a spirit that can only be
envied—that is until you become a
part of their lives.
After seeing the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina on the news 19 months
ago, it seemed like some far-away
place full of heartache and nightmares. When I was granted the opportunity through Asbury to help rebuild
New Orleans over the break, I jumped
at the chance. Though I was wary as
to what I would encounter there, I
was curious as to what it would be
like more than a year-and-a-half later.
I didn’t know what to expect, being
that there had been little news footage
on the area since a few months after
the hurricane hit.
When we first arrived in the city, I
opened my eyes, still groggy from
sleep, and honestly thought I was still
dreaming. Kelly Pillard, a fellow student volunteer, described what we saw,
“It was incredible—in a depressing
way. It’s hard to believe that it’s still
like that down there.”
I shared the same disbelief, thinking
about how it had been 19 months since
the hurricane hit, and so much of the
community was still in shambles. The
different areas ranged from what
looked like war zones to “third world”
countries to ghost towns. We looked
at the buildings that were boarded up

and barely standing, trying to decipher what they used to be like.
As we entered the area where our
group of 28 students and two staff
members—including Pastor Tim
(Emmett-Rardin), Asbury’s director—
were to start work, it seemed as if we
were arriving in a ghost town.
“I didn’t realize before I went on the
trip that such a small portion of the
population had returned,” Dustin
Houck, another student volunteer
explained. “Apparently I had no idea
the magnitude of the damage was so
extensive.”
On that day, some of us spoke with
a man who is a part of the mere 50
percent of the population that has
returned since the hurricane. He lived
in a FEMA trailer next to a new house
that was being built by Habitat for
Humanity, and when we asked where
all his neighbors were, he began pointing at all the houses on the street
saying, “They’re dead. He died. She
died. Dead. Dead. Dead.” Just the way
he said it was crazy to me, so I asked
him why he was still here. He told me,
“I’ve lived here all my life. This is all I
know. Where else am I supposed to
go?”
As he said that, I flashed back to my
own neighborhood where I had spent
my whole life so far. I couldn’t imagine
my house, neighbors, even street
signs, all gone with nothing left to
take their place but a trailer that
would soon be revoked.

United Methodism @ FFor
or
ty
orty
Three clergy members of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference have
completed a manuscript on the history of The United Methodist Church.
The book, to be published by
Abingdon Press early next year, is
titled, United Methodism @ Forty: A
History of The United Methodist
Church, 1968-2008, to commemorate
the fortieth anniversary of the denomination. The authors are Charles
Yrigoyen, Jr., John G. McEllhenney,
and Kenneth E. Rowe, all retired
clergy members of the Conference.
The three combined with Frederick E.
Maser, deceased EPA Conference member, to publish, United Methodism in
America: A Compact History (Abingdon
Press) in 1992.
After setting United Methodist
history in the context of national and
international events, the book examines six critical areas of United
Methodism: connectionalism, theology, worship, ministry, mission, and
social engagement. Under each of
these topics the authors examine key
events and developments during four
decades of United Methodist life.
The book is intended for a general
reading audience in the denomination
and those interested in United
Methodism. It is also expected to be a
primary text for seminary courses in
United Methodist history.
About the authors
John G. McEllhenney, a graduate of
Franklin and Marshall College and
Drew Theological School, was awarded
a Doctor of Divinity degree from
Albright College in 1981. He has
served local church appointments
since 1957 (Charlestown; Asbury

Allentown, associate; Gladwyne; Philadelphia: Advocate-St. Stephen’s;
Ardmore; and West Chester). From
1984 to 1986 he was Acting Chief Executive Officer at the Methodist Hospital in Philadelphia. For several years
he taught United Methodist history,
doctrine, and polity at Eastern Baptist
(now Palmer) Theological Seminary.
He resides at Cornwall Manor.
Kenneth E. Rowe is a graduate of
Drew University, Yale Divinity School,
and Rutgers University. He earned his
Ph.D. from Drew University in 1969.
After serving Gethsemane, Philadelphia, he was the Methodist Librarian
and Professor of Church History at
Drew University from 1971 to 2002.
The author of several books and articles in periodicals, his most recent
publication is co-editor of The Methodist Experience in America: A Sourcebook.
He lives in New Hope.
Charles Yrigoyen, Jr. is a graduate
of the University of Pennsylvania,
Lancaster Theological Seminary, Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, and
Temple University. In 1987 he received
a Doctor of Divinity degree from
Albright College. After serving local
church appointments in Gap,
Lancaster, and Philadelphia, he was
Chaplain and Professor of Religion at
Albright and from 1982 to 2005 he was
General Secretary of the General
Commission on Archives and History.
He is the author of books and articles
on the Wesleys and Methodism. He
lives in Lancaster County.
The United Methodist Publishing
House expects the book to be ready for
distribution before the 2008 General
Conference to be held in Ft. Worth,
Texas.

The rest of our week was spent
sharing stories and smiles with the
citizens of New Orleans. People would
pass by our work site, beeping their
car horns and yelling ‘God bless y’all’
out their windows. I realized how
meaningful it was to everyone that we
were there, especially after hearing
the tragedy of Katrina Peters (one of
the homeowners), who rode out the
storm on her roof clinging to her
daughter.
Courtney Peterson, another student
on the trip, explained how being part
of the rebuilding efforts affected her.
“The part that hit me the hardest was
when (Ms. Peters) said that it meant
so much to her that we were there
because she thought that everyone
forgot about her and everyone else
who was affected by the hurricane.”
The week I spent in Louisiana
helped more than just the people of
New Orleans; it helped me grow as a
person. I didn’t get my tan from a
lounge chair in the Bahamas, but
rather from a work site in the Lower
Ninth Ward. The sand that made its
way into my bag isn’t from the beach
in Acapulco, but from the future
homes of people who lost everything
they owned in a matter of hours.
I not only learned how to use power
tools, but how to use my heart and
soul to help others. I didn’t just taste
fried alligator (a shock in itself, being
that I am a picky eater), but I tasted
the culture of New Orleans. I was able
to witness my 29 peers, and newest

friends, pour sweat, hope and love into
a new home for a family who had lost
their own.
I have memories that were not
robbed from nights of drinking. I have
a new appreciation for construction
workers. I even have biceps now. But
most importantly, the greatest thing I
have gained from this experience is the
spirit found within the people I encountered - in the volunteers and staff
at Habitat for Humanity who hope to
build 250 homes this year; in Alana,
the woman who’s flooring system we
installed who called us all her
children; and in my peers who gave up
a week of relaxation.
My new friend Courtney summed it
up best when I asked if she would ever
go back. She replied, “Definitely! I
think it’s important to show the people
there that we have not and will not
forget about them!”
I have learned that the same spirit
of perseverance and hope lies within
us all. We only have to believe in it—
and be willing to use it to help those in
need, wherever we are.
For more information about the trip,
or about Asbury Protestant Ministry at
Drexel University, contact Pastor Tim
Emmett-Rardin at 215-895-2522,
asbury@drexel.edu or
www.asburycrossroads.org.
*Nikki Ryan, a sophomore at Drexel
University majoring in psychology, is
from Edison, NJ.

UNITED METHODIST
STUDENT FORUM, MAY 24-27
United Methodist college and university students from the Eastern PA Conference are invited to participate in the upcoming United Methodist Student
Forum, May 24-27, 2007, at the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, WA.
The Forum is a leadership development conference of the United Methodist
Student Movement, planned and led by students for students. This year’s
theme is “Break Forth: Shine Like the New Day” based on Isaiah 58:8-12.
For more details about the conference, check out the website at
www.umsm.org/studentforum. Final registration deadline is April 24—some
scholarship monies may be available, though local
churches are strongly encouraged to sponsor their own
students.
For more information about UMSM and registering
with the Eastern PA delegation, contact the conference
UMSM coordinator, Pastor Tim Emmett-Rardin at
pastortim@drexel.edu or 215-895-2522.

STUDY BOOKS – WITH DISCUSSION GUIDES
BY GERALD H. IHLE
SEE HOW JESUS HANDLED REJECTION! - $9.95
Originally published 2004 by WinePress Publishing
Recently published 2006 in Indonesia by MajestyBooks
Publisher
“Here is a kind of realism that remains optimistic in a world
that does not always welcome Gospel.” - Bishop Neil L. Irons

SEE HOW JESUS USED POWER! - $9.95
(The Miracles of Christ & the Compassionate Use of Power)

Originally published 2002 by WinePress Publishing
Study Guide Supplement by Rev Nancy Sturdivant FREE from
author: ghihle@snip.net - (609) 886-6302
Order from COKESBURY, King of Prussia, PA – (610) 265-3341
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Administration: Necessary Evil or Real Ministry? The ASRT and You
By Joseph F. DiPaolo, ASRT Chair
Maintaining and managing property. Organizing and staffing committees. Holding annual and capital
fundraising campaigns. Negotiating
complicated insurance policies. Managing investments. For many of us in
ministry – clergy and lay – these sorts
of tasks are often perceived as “necessary evils” that impinge upon the time
we need for the “real” work of ministry in Christ’s name. Yet consider for
a moment that among those people
Paul lists as gifted by the Holy Spirit
to lead and empower the church –
right alongside prophets, teachers and
miracle workers – are “those with
gifts of administration” (1
Corinthians 12:28, NIV). Administrative work is very much an integral
part of ministry – for in the end, it is
all about how we lead, equip and organize the saints to fulfill their calling!
And that is a task that needs to be
fulfilled both at the local church and
the conference level.
The Administrative Support Resource Team, or ASRT, is one of five
resource teams created by the 1999
Strategic Plan, and reaffirmed by the
2005 Structure Review Task Force. The
ASRT brings together under its umbrella all those bodies and agencies
that have an administrative function
within the life of the annual conference: Board of Trustees, Equitable
Compensation, CCFA, Communications, Board of Pension & Health
Benefits, Eastern Pennsylvania-Peninsula UM Foundation, and Archives &
History.
Back when it was first created, the
ASRT got off to an uncertain start,
never quite understanding its purpose, and functioning as little more
than a clearing house for budget requests. It went “dormant” for several
years until 2005, when it was revived,
and asked to “re-imagine” what its
function could be in the annual conference. The team began to meet, and
to embrace a dawning vision of assuming the role of “think-tank,” bringing

together resources and talents that
could think creatively about solutions
to problems confronting our churches
and related ministries. In the spring
of 2006, the following statement of
mission and purpose was adopted:
The Function of the ASRT will be to
bring together the various boards and
groups under its umbrella for fulfilling the following goals:
1) Consider ways in which the various resources/areas of expertise can
be coordinated and create networks to
benefit our common mission and ministry to make disciples of Jesus Christ
and demonstrate God’s love.
2) To work in partnership with local
churches and conference-related bodies to maximize the effective use of
their property and assets to empower
mission and ministry.
3) To work in partnership with
conference boards and agencies in
their particular support roles to the
clergy and laity of our local churches.
In addition to the statement, guiding principles were adopted that emphasized our role as partners with
(rather than directors of) the bodies in
question. Too often, our churches and
agencies act in isolation from each
other, and we don’t take advantage of
the connection – there are all kinds of
people sitting in the pews of our 450+
congregations who have expertise and
experience in construction, investment management, insurance, and so
much more. Why not see how we can
bring those resources to bear on the
challenges before us in partnership
with each other?
The first area we began to focus
upon was the use and development of
real estate holdings. The ASRT can
pull up alongside a ministry to assist
it in thinking creatively and intentionally about the best ways to manage and use their property and assets
in the service of our common mission
to “make disciples for Jesus Christ.”
Is there a church that is about to
move or close? Perhaps keeping the
former church home and developing it
into an income-producing asset would

be a better way to fund the long-term
ministry needs of the community. Is
there a parking problem? Perhaps
there is a way to partner with local
municipal and commercial bodies to
create parking space. Are there major
demographic changes coming to a
community? Perhaps there are people
and resources in our connection that
can help a church or agency anticipate
and plan for what is ahead.
The first group we began to work
with was United Methodist Neighborhood Services (UMNS), headed by Dr.
Mary White. From its building on
North Broad Street in Philadelphia,
UMNS has ministered among the poor
for decades in an impoverished area.
However, with Philadelphia undergoing something of a renaissance in
recent years, the area around UMNS is
rapidly changing and “gentrifying.”
Property values are rising, with developers moving in to create new commercial and residential properties.
ASRT has met with leaders and board
members of UMNS, as well as with
other local social service agencies (the
Salvation Army, local shelters, etc) to
help them begin thinking about how
they will adapt their ministries to the
changes already happening. Should
they consider moving? Refocusing
their vision and mission? Redeveloping the building to new and multiple
uses that could aid in funding future
ministry? As a result of these efforts,
UMNS has now embarked on a strategic planning process to answer these
sorts of questions, and move intentionally into the next few decades.
Another wonderful asset recently
added to our team came in the person
of Mr. Russell Alexander, a lay member of Arch Street UMC and a CPA
who spent many years in real estate
management and development. He has
already worked with conference leaders to assist Carson-Simpson Farm
negotiate a lease for an unused part of
their property, and create an income
stream to fund the ministry of camping there for years to come. Russ is
excited to use his gifts and experience

Fuente de Amor UMC

to assist churches and church-related
ministries to think creatively about
the uses of their property to benefit
the work of ministry. A possible
project here may be to take an inventory of all the property holdings on a
single district, and see if there are
ways to maximize the effective usage
of them within and across the connection...
And there are other ways the ASRT
can help local churches. Within our
umbrella is the UM Foundation, led by
Stacy Martin, which manages more
than $27 million in investments for
some 135 churches in the Philadelphia
area. If a local church suddenly receives a bequest and doesn’t quite
know how best to manage that money,
the Foundation can help. The rising
cost of insurance – medical, property
& liability, Worker’s Compensation,
etc. – is a critical problem facing all of
us in the connection. Recently, a task
force has been assembled, led by Conference Treasurer and Administrator
Moses Kumar to try to “think outside
the box” about how to address these
issues, to keep costs down, and free up
resources for ministry.
These are just some examples of the
thinking that the ASRT is engaged in
right now – above all, we want to take
advantage of the wealth of resources
within the connection here in Eastern
Pennsylvania. Perhaps God has
blessed you in your career with ideas,
skills and experience that you’ve
never thought of as being useful for
the gospel ministry of the church.
Well, the administrative side of the
church is very much a part of the
calling and equipping of ministry! If
you have gifts you might like to offer,
or “out of the box” ideas about how to
address the challenges before us,
please contact the author of this article at
wayneumc.pastor@verizon.net. We
want to find ways to connect talents
and expertise with the needs of ministry on the ground – and who knows
what God can do to revitalize and
encourage our ministries when we
work together?

Locate clergy
on Honorable
Location

continued from page 1

Your help is needed to locate clergy
who are on Honorable Location. In
order for their status to continue,
clergy on Honorable Location are
mandated by The Book of Discipline,
Para. 360.2 to submit to the Conference Relations Committee of the
Board of Ordained Ministry a copy
of their annual report to the charge
conference of the local church in
which they hold membership.
Again, according to The Book of
Discipline, Para. 360.2, “failure to
submit the report for two consecutive years may result in termination…” Clergy on Honorable Location should be submitting a copy of
their 2006 charge conference report.
Clergy actively serving a charge
where clergy on Honorable Location
are located can help by informing or
reminding the located clergy member
to be in touch with the Conference
Relations Committee as soon as
possible by contacting Robert J. Wilt,
Jr. of 600 Walker Road, Wayne, PA
19087 or pastor@stmatthewsvf.org.

by an Easter Egg hunt. The attendance for the service was 119 people,
up from about 40 the week before.” He
added, “Fuente de Amor UMC reaches
out to the poor, unchurched urban
community that surrounds the
church. Our church service is bilingual in order to reach out to second
and third generation Hispanics and
all others whose main language is
English but enjoy our Latino flavor in
worship.”
Fuente de Amor UMC is in need of
altarware such as a cross, flower
vases, candleholders, fonts, altar
cloths, as well as office such as photocopiers, paper folders, and printers. To
learn more about Fuente de Amor,
contact the Rev. Armando Iraheta,
irahetarosado@comcast.net or 717-6825874.

www.epaumc.org
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A Day of Imagination

For EPA Conference Young Adults (College age through 32)

August 4, 2007
Young adults are invited to participate in launching an exciting new
venture in ministry with “A Day of
Imagination.” The Rev. Chris Brady, a
young adult, himself, will be facilitator for the event. This event for young
adults will be held on August 4, in
conjunction with the Academy for
Laity. Young Adults from across the
sixteeen counties of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference will gather at the
Sheraton Park Ridge Hotel and Conference Center in King of Prussia to
dialogue on issues of faith and to
develop strategic initiatives for the
Young Adults of the EPA.
Chris will guide the discussion,
which will focus on the social and
spiritual questions most urgently
facing young adults. How does the
culture in which we live affect the way
we understand what it means to be a
Christian in real and practical ways?
How can we cultivate habits that will

allow for spiritual growth and provide
resources to deal with forces that may
be destructive and bring about suffering but can also contribute to our
growth and development?
Out of this discussion will come
strategic points in developing a plan
for igniting new ministries that might
change the landscape of Conference
ministry with, to, and by young
adults.
Chris has served as a Director of
Community & Economic Development
with the YMCA, as a pastor and minister in churches in the EPA, North
Carolina and Mississippi annual conferences, and as an officer in the US
Army. He was previously acting director of Young People’s Ministries with
the E. PA Conference, in discipleship
ministries with Duke University Religious Campus Life and the Duke Divinity Youth Spiritual Formation
Academy, and is a frequent revivalist
and workshop leader. He has a B.A.
degree, summa cum laude, in Philoso-

Improvisation and imagination
ignite Young Adult Ministry
By Chris L. Brady*
…Now to him, who by the power at
work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can
ask or imagine, to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3: 20-21 (NRSV).
Recently, I had the pleasure of listening to the rhythmic sounds of the
Buena Vista Social Club, a Cuban jazz
group, and I was mesmerized by the
beauty of their multi-dimensional
compositions. Their unique sound was
filled with the ever-changing rhythms
of Afro-Cuban, Brazilian, classical
European, and American-influenced
beats, forming a melodic phenomenon
called Latin Jazz. Latin Jazz is an
amalgamation of borrowed influences
of sounds brought together that are
pleasing to the ear, but more importantly healing for the soul. This music
is a lot like ministry should
be…drawn from our experiences and
healing for the soul. What sets the
Buena Vista Social Club apart as
unique and appealing is that its music
is imaginative. It’s not like the neatly
contrived elevator music we are confronted with as we enter the nearest
department store or get on the highrise elevator. This music is imaginative and sometimes messy but always
beautiful. Its beauty comes from the
ability of its musicians to improvise.
Improvisation requires trust, agility,
and risk-taking.
Likewise, Christian ministry requires improvisation and imagination.
Because God is urgently calling us to
renew our Christian imaginations, I
am inviting Young Adults from across
the Annual Conference, college age
and older, to participate in “A Day of
Imagination.” This event, for young
adults, will be held on August 4, from
8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. in conjunction
with the Academy for Laity. Young
Adults from across the sixteen counties of the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference are invited to gather at the
Sheraton Park Ridge Hotel and Con-

phy and Political Science from West
Chester University, M.Div. degree from
Duke University Divinity School, and
will be awarded a Th.M. this fall in
Evangelism, Leadership, and
Wesleyan Studies.
Young adults are encourage to read
Life on the Vine: cultivating the Fruit
of the Spirit in Christian Community
by Philip D. Kenneson prior to attending the event. It is available at

Cokesbury Bookstore and at
www.Cokesbury.com.
Pastors, youth ministers, lay leaders, Christian education directors:
Please invite young adults to this
“Day of Imagination” and encourage
them with your prayers and financial
support.
To register go to: http://
www.epaumc.org/
NewsDetails.asp?pageID=1737

Academy for Spiritual
Formation Grants available:

ference Center in King of Prussia to
dialogue on issues of faith and to help
The Academy for Spiritual Formation is a two year journey with Christ that
develop imaginative missional initiameets 5 days each quarter for a total of 40 days per year. The Upper Room Mintives for the Young Adults of the EPA.
istries and the Office of Human Relations and Leadership are offering matchMuch of the Church, like the world,
ing grants for two participants from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.
has been infected with the disease of
The total cost for the experience is $5,500, which covers expenses for registraimpoverished imagination, dulled
tion, housing and application fee. Grants of $4000.00 each ($2,000 from Upper
senses that only see through the lens
Room and $2,000 from EPA Conference) are available for two persons selected
of scarcity. It seems to me that more
for the honor.
and more we are losing sight of the
Participants will need to pay the remaining $1500, plus books at an additruth of what Paul describes as the
tional $300.00. Participants must provide their own transportation. The oppor“abundance” of God. We live in a cultunity is open for laity and clergy.
ture that encourages impoverished
The training will be held in Marriottsville, MD (near Baltimore, MD) at Bon
imaginations. Yet, I believe that God is
Secours Spiritual Center. For more information please contact Rev. Hilda M.
calling generations of Christians to
Campbell, hilda.campbell@epaumc.org or 610-666-9090, ext. 224.
renew their imaginations so that they
might become effective faithful witnesses of the love expressed by Jesus.
During “A Day of Imagination,” we
will focus on the social and spiritual
questions most urgently facing young
adults…finances, violence, relationships and our beliefs. How does the
culture in which we live affect the way
we understand what it means to be a
Christian in real and practical ways?
August 3-5, 2007
How can we develop habits and imagiSheraton Park Ridge Hotel
nations that will allow for spiritual
growth and provide ways of dealing
Conference Center
with forces that may be destructive
and bring about suffering? What can
King of Prussia PA
we do in the church that will contribute to our growth and development?
How can we be salt for developing
“Sharing our Faith—in the Church, in the Community, and in
risk-taking ministries in our own
the World”
unique communities of faith? Through
Basic
Course
for
beginning
Christ Servant Ministers
this conference, we hope to instigate a
renewed vision of Young Adult MinisNew Advanced Courses for CSM Certification in
try and believe a multitude of emergLeading, Communicating and Caring
ing ministries will be ignited and
Open
to all laity in Eastern PA Conference
launched!
The Academy for Laity is sponsored by the Conference Board
Join us for “A Day of Imagination,”
August 4, 2007 and lend your voice to
of Lay Ministry in coordination with the Conference CSM
the community as we gather to praise
Work Team
God with our imaginations for what
Registration Brochure is now available at:
life in the church, for our communities
and in the world can be for all of God’s
www.gbgm-umc.org/csm
creation.
* The Rev. Chris L. Brady is a clergy
For information: Contact Verna Colliver, Dean of the
member of the EPA Conference and has
served several congregations as pastor of
Academy for Laity at: vcolliver@comcast.net or 215 855 0797
discipleship and young adult ministries
and in campus ministry. He currently
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JUNE 29, 2007
serves in extension ministry at Duke
University as Special Assistant to the
Dean of Duke Divinity School.
www.epaumc.org

24th Annual Academy for
Laity

MAY

Classifieds
CHURCH MUSICIAN WANTED - for
Camphor Memorial United Methodist
Church in West Philadelphia. Skills to
include directing choirs ranging from
youth to adult, organ and keyboard
experience, knowledge of hymns,
gospel music, and contemporary
Christian. Contact
lladylaurie@aol.com. Visit
www.CamphorMemorialUMC.org.
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT MINISTRIES - East Stroudsburg United
Methodist Church is seeking a person
to direct the Middle and High School
youth ministries. It is their job to
develop a year round ministry program through weekly meetings and
monthly activities in order to create
opportunities for maturity, ministry
and mission with a strong use of lay
volunteers. We are a mission-driven
church whose vision supports a dynamic youth program, which centers
around Sunday evening youth worship. We want someone with previous
youth ministry experience, preferably
with an undergraduate degree in a
related field. We are a 1,000 member
church in a university town in the
recreational area of the Pocono region of Pennsylvania. Salary is
$30,000+ plus housing and benefits
available. Contact: Pastor Ed Kimes;
Email: edckimes@ptd.net or 570-4213280 x14; Fax: 570-421-0778.
SIMPSON SENIOR SERVICES IS
SEEKING AN ANNUAL GIVING
COORDINATOR. We have senior
living communities in Chester, Delaware, and Philadelphia Counties.
Duties include data base management,
support of the annual giving program,
submission of grant proposals, maintenance of the foundation calendar
and assistance with public relations
and fund-raising events. The successful candidate will have a valid driver’s
license and access to a car. Knowledge

of Results Plus and desktop publishing is an advantage. Submit your
resume to Allison Boyle, Director of
Development and Public Relations, 150
Monument Avenue, Suite 105, Bala
Cynwyd, PA 19004-1725, (610) 660-0112
X107, aboyle@simpsonsenior.org,
www.simpsonsenior.org
FOR SALE: 8' x 8' motorized screen
(wall or ceiling mountable) that has
never been installed or used. The
screen specs online:
http://www.longselectronics.com/
product.jsp?path=1|12396|12425&id=1435. Approx. $700,
if picked up by buyer. Contact: Pastor
Kerry Bart, Spring City UMC, 610-9488430 or kerryonhill@verizon.net.
CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST Position begins June 1, 2007. Thursday evening rehearsal late August May for Senior Choir. One Sunday
morning service. Can earn extra
money for weddings and funerals.
Salary negotiable. If interested, send
resume to: Messiah United Methodist
Church, 527 Ridge Pike, Lafayette Hill,
PA 19444; 610-828-0118.
CHILDREN/YOUTH PASTOR - parttime position (20 hours per week)
Salary is $20,000 per year. Visit our
website at www.ysumc.org, call the
church at (717)528-4314 or send your
resumes to York Springs United Methodist Church, 840 Trolley Road, PO
Box 234, York Springs, PA 17372. Application deadline: June 30.
YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR Lehman United Methodist Church, a
1500-member church in suburban
Philadelphia, is seeking a Director of
Youth Ministry to help us fulfill our
mission—“To bring youth in where
they can: Connect, Grow and Celebrate. To send youth out where they
can: Share and Serve.” Contact Rev.
Amy Smith, amycsmith@comcast.net;
215-675-2110; fax 215-675-2991.

Church and Society Seminar
for YOUTH, Washington
D.C. July 25-27, 2007
Youth in grades 9-12 (or ages 14-19) are invited to join an
EPA Conference-sponsored trip to Washington, D.C. to
the General Board of Church and Society, located in the
United Methodist Building on Capitol Hill. Come learn
about how violence affects not only your life but that of
others around the U.S. and around the world. Come hear
about the issues, how to use your voice and your faith to
bring justice to “the least, the last and the lost.” You will
be inspired and strengthened by this enriching and empowering experience. The seminar will be both discussion and presentation; this is both interactive as well as
experiential. In addition, there will be a half-day community-based experience.
Housing will be provided by Trinity Lutheran Church on
Capitol Hill. There is no cost to participants other than
for their own snacks or souvenirs. Transportation will
be provided. Limited to 25 participants. For more detailed information contact Peggy Wood at (610) 524-5935
or Peggy.wood1@verizon.net
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Why hire the EPP-UM Foundation
as the Church’s Investment
Manager
by Stacy Martin*
The past few articles have shared
the Foundation’s Board’s responsibilities and processes as well as the types
of services offered and how those
services are customized to meet the
needs of the local church. I would
like to detail what the investment
options available to the local church
for any of their investments, both
permanent or temporary funds.
Funds Offered:
·
·
·
·
·
·

US Large/Mid Cap Growth
Fund
US Large/Mid Cap Value
Fund
Small Cap Index Fund
International Fund
Fixed Income Fund (average
duration of 3.4 years)
Short Term Income Fund
(ranging from 1 – 3 years in
duration)

The Foundation has hired investment firms to actively manage all the
funds except the small cap index fund.
The investment firms have policy
guidelines and objectives specific for
each of the funds they manage. They
are responsible for making investment
selections within those guidelines,
and, staying in compliance with our
United Methodist social principles.
That is to say that they buy the stocks
and bonds held in the fund. Their
performance is measured against
appropriate benchmarks set by the
Foundation’s Board and reviewed
frequently by the Board and its Investment Committee.
Manager of Managers:
This results in the Board serving as
the ‘Manager of Managers’ for each of
our clients. By serving as the Consultant, the committee at the local
church can focus on their ministries
rather than trying to find the best
large cap manager or fixed income
manager – the Foundation’s Board
does this for you already.
All of the investments are high
quality, striving for the highest re-

www.epaumc.org

turn while achieving the lowest risk.
Including investments in the international and small cap asset classes
actually reduces the risk of a portfolio
by diversifying the investments to
markets beyond the larger companies
in the United States.
Which Funds to Use:
Each of our clients buys units of the
funds listed above to suit their asset
allocation needs – that is how much
should be invested in stocks and how
much in bonds. The Foundation
works with the Trustees/Finance/
Endowment Committee to determine
the best allocation for their pot of
money. This is based on the ministries
to be supported, the size of the fund,
the level of additions or contributions
into the fund, and the risk tolerance of
the Committee.
The Foundation has established a
recommended allocation of the equity
funds, as follows:
40% Growth Fund
40% Value Fund
15% International Fund
5% Small Cap Index Fund
100% Equity Allocation
We believe that this equity allocation provides the appropriate level of
diversification given current market
conditions. The Board is also responsible for changes to this allocation
should conditions warrant.
The investment offerings above can
be applied for designated or
undesignated funds. Further, we have
many resources available to the local
church from sample endowment policies, spending policies and gift acceptance policies (how a gift is evaluated
prior to acceptance by the church).
Please feel free to contact me at the
Foundation office for more information about our services.
Stacy J. Martin is the Executive Director of the Eastern Pennsylvania-Peninsula United Methodist Foundation.
Email: stacy.martin@epaumc.org
800-828-9093 x247
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Living Connected as God’s People: “Nurturing the Connection”
The Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference
June 13-15, 2007 at the Sheraton Philadelphia City Center Hotel
YOUTH AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Friday, June 15, 2007
Sheraton Philadelphia City Center, 17th and Race Streets, Philadelphia, PA Beginning with Praise and Worship at 8:00 am and ending with the Service of
Ordination, 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm - with programs specially tailored for
Middle and High School Youth, and including Teens in Jeans choir that will
sing for the Annual Conference, and featuring a dynamic speaker: Andrew
Zirschky, who has been named a Timothy Scholar by the UM Foundation for
Evangelism. Registration of $40 includes two meals.

Youth Day Highlights:

The Rev. Mary Ann Moman

Kickoff Luncheon Keynote Speaker
Amazing Grace Author Eric Metaxas

Associate General Secretary of the Division of
Ordained Ministry of the UM General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry will lead
the Bible studies at Annual Conference. Rev.
Moman is responsible for the overall administration of the work and programs of the Division of Ordained Ministry, the Ministerial
Education Fund, the Association of United
Methodist Theological Schools, and the Commission on Theological Education. She serves
as the liaison with United Methodist seminaries and provides support for the University
Senate.

On Wednesday June 13, 2007 at 11:30 AM, Eastern Pennsylvania Evangelical
Connection will host an Annual Conference Kickoff Luncheon. The keynote
speaker will be renowned humorist and author Eric Metaxas. Eric is the author
of Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign to End Slavery
which is a companion volume to the movie Amazing Grace by Bristol Bay Productions. The book has appeared on The New York Times best seller list.
Eric has also written Everything You Always Wanted to Know About God
(But were Afraid to Ask) and thirty children’s books. Eric’s writings have appeared in The New York Times, Atlantic, Washington Post and many other publications. He has also written for Veggie Tales and Rabbit Ears Productions earning three Grammy nominations for Best Children’s Recordings. Since writing
Amazing Grace he has been interviewed in World Magazine and appeared on CSpan’s Book TV as well as Hannity and Colmes. For more information check his
website www.ericmetaxas.com .
The luncheon will be held in the Philadelphia Ballroom North of the Sheraton
Philadelphia City Center Hotel at no cost to registered delegates and $15.00 for
guests. All lay and clergy delegates will receive an invitation in early May.
Please RSVP by May 22. For more information contact Bob Ladd at 717 269-5508
or jbobladd@ptd.net .

Andrew Zirschky
Andrew spent the past decade as a youth and
college minister at churches in Idaho, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and has spoken
widely at youth events in a half dozen countries including South Africa, Mexico and
Mozambique. He’s currently pursuing a
Ph.D. in Practical Theology with a youth
ministry emphasis at Princeton Theological
Seminary and has been named a Timothy
Scholar by the United Methodist Foundation
for Evangelism. In his spare time he enjoys
snowboarding, white water rafting, and hanging out with his wife and 4-year-old son.

Celebrating 1OO Years of Social
Action
In 1907, a group of Methodist Episcopal clergy met with President Theodore
Roosevelt to express their concerns about the enormous suffering among the
working class, particularly the horrors of child labor. Shortly thereafter, they
formed an organization that has continued to live at the crossroads of church
and society. Today, the Methodist Federation for Social Action works for peace,
women’s rights, worker’s rights, and full inclusion in the church, heeding the
words of John Wesley: “The Gospel of Christ knows no religion but social, no
holiness but social holiness.”
The Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter of MFSA will host an anniversary dinner
beginning at 5:00 PM on Thursday, June 14, at the Annual Conference. The celebration will feature the Rev. Dr. Larry Pickens, General Secretary of the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns. An attorney
as well as a pastor, Dr. Pickens is a former member of the Judicial Council and
was a delegate to past World Methodist Conferences in Nairobi and Singapore.
He is a dynamic speaker who has served in a number of cross-racial and crosscultural settings. This is an opportunity not to be missed! Registered Annual
Conference members may attend this special event by contacting Jenny Smith
at ergojenny@aol.com or 610-279-7981. Conference meal tickets may be used to
cover the cost of the dinner, which will be held at the Sheraton Hotel in the
Philadelphia Ballroom North. Reservations are required by May 15, 2007. Anyone who is not a registered member of the Annual Conference but who wishes
to hear Dr. Pickens and join in the celebration dinner must send a check for $25
(payable to EPA UMC) by the May 15 deadline to Jenny Smith at 3302 Kristin
Court, Norristown, PA 19401. Please include your address and phone number on
the check.
For more information, go to: www.mfsaweb.org.

“100 Teens in Jeans”

Youth are needed to sing in the “100 Teens in Jeans” Choir. The “100 Teens
in Jeans” Choir will sing at the 221st Annual Conference and Youth Day at
Annual Conference on Friday, June 15, 2007.
Rehearsals will take place at the following locations on these dates:
•Hempfield UMC, Lancaster (SW)- May 20, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
•Lehman Memorial UMC, Hatboro (E) - May 5, 10:00 a.m. -NOON
•Hopewell UMC, Downingtown (SE) - May 19, 10:00 a.m. - NOON
•Eastwick UMC, Philadelphia (SE) - May 17, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

What to bring:

•Bible
•Notebook
•Financial donation to benefit Youth Service Fund
•A wrapped surprise to be auctioned to benefit the Youth Service Fund. (The
mystery gifts should be fun and in good taste.)

For more information, complete brochure, schedule
and registration form, go to:
http://www.epaumc.org/NewsDetails.asp?pageID=1743

www.epaumc.org

