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In the first four months of 2007,
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference
finances have improved significantly. These monies fund mission
and ministries of our United
Methodist connection here in
Pennsylvania and around the
world.
“The single most important
element of the improvement is the
record amounts our congregations have given toward the apportioned funds and paid toward the
billed funds,” said Mr. Moses
Kumar, treasurer for the Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference. “The
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference
manages major funds that make
ministry happen, both directly
through Conference agencies and
also through the ministry of administration that supports our
congregations. We celebrate these
remarkable increases for mission,
ministry, and administration.”
Here is the good news:
·The total dollars given and
paid by EPC congregations is up
8% (almost $500,000) over 2006.
·Property & Liability and Vehicle Insurance payments have
increased by nearly 7%.

·Direct Bill has an unheard of
33% payment rate. (Note: The
total Direct Bill was reduced by
about 1% for 2007, due to our
progress in paying off the unfunded liability for pre-1982
pensions.)
·Pension payments (including
changing to CRSP and the reduced Direct Bill costs) have
increased almost 9%.
·Workers’ Compensation
payments have increased almost
40%.

Mr. Kumar added, “While we
celebrate that giving to all
funds is at record levels, we
also acknowledge that Eastern Pennsylvania Conference
churches have 2007 end-ofApril arrearages totaling
$298,509.”
The major funds administered by the conference are
grouped into seven categories
(see chart). The Connectional
Ministry Fund, World Service,
and General Church Funds

make possible our connectional mission regionally,
nationally, and across the
world. The other five groups
seen on the chart – Pension,
Direct Bill, Group Insurance,
Property & Liability, and Workers Compensation - are administration billings that we
share connectionally, making
our common mission possible.
As of April 30, 2007, Eastern
PA Conference churches have

continues on page 14

Happy 50th anniversary to Rev. Dr. A. Jane Harner

The Rev. Jane Harner processes at
Covenant United Methodist Church in
Lancaster.

On May 19, 2007, the Rev. Dr.
A. Jane Harner celebrated the
50th anniversary of her ordination.
Rev. Harner was one of the
first two women ordained in
the Philadelphia Conference.
She was ordained by Bishop
Fred Pierce Corson at the Philadelphia Annual Conference on
May 19, 1957.
Noting that women had not
before been ordained, the preprinted ordination certificate
that bears her name refers only
to male persons. The certificate
says that Bishop Corson ordained, “Jane Sayger Harner
for the office of a Deacon in the
United Methodist Church, a
man who in the judgment of
the Philadelphia Annual Conference is well qualified for that
work and he is hereby recommended to all whom it may
concern as a proper person to
administer the ordinance of
Baptism, Marriage, and the
Burial of the Dead in the absence of an Elder and to Feed
the Flock of Christ so long as

his spirit and practice are
such as become the Gospel of
Christ, and he continueth to
hold fast the form of sound
words according to the established doctrines of the Gospel.” She was later ordained
an Elder in 1961.
Rev. Harner met with many
challenges to be the first
woman ordained in our conference. Although she was
ordained in 1957, she was not
appointed to a church until
1977. She served these
churches: Wiest Memorial,
Bethany in Lancaster, Salem
in Springtown, St. Paul in
Hellertown, Salem in
Plamerton, and the former
Faith in Reading.
Rev. Harner and her husband, the Rev. William E.
Harner were the first clergy
couple in the Philadelphia
Conference. Today, the
Harners are residents of
Cornwall Manor, a United
Methodist-related continuing
care retirement community in
Cornwall, PA.

The Rev. Dr. A. Jane Harner
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Conference Calendar
JUNE 10, 2007
Patriotic Concert - 7 p.m. Fritz
Memorial United Methodist Church,
303 Packer Ave, Bethlehem PA 18017.
We are holding our 2nd annual
Patriotic Concert in honor of our
military past and present. The United
States Army will be the Honor Guard
and all of the services in uniform will
be represented. The music will be the
church choir, bagpipes, and trumpets.
This is a free concert and a donation
will be requested for UMCOR Katrina
survivors. Last year we received over
$400.00 and had over 140 in attendance.
For additional information contact:
Ray Haislip, Concert Coordinator,
rlh32@earthlink.com; 610 317 0934.

Leonard and Margaret Marsch have
been singing together since their
early childhood. They are coached
and accompanied by their mother, a
graduate in Sacred Music/Organ from
Moody Bible Institute and
Westminster Choir College, Princeton,
NJ. Their programs include classical,
sacred, patriotic and international
songs. Most of their music is presented in 3 or 4-part harmony and is
sung a capella or accompanied by
piano or organ. The sisters’ pure,
clear, natural blends of voices are
perfectly suited to the acoustics of
historic Boehm’s Chapel. The Marsch
family has recorded three CDs:
www.marsch/family.com for additional information and to hear clips.
Please phone 872-4133 or email
execdirbohems@dejazzd.com for additional information. This event is free
and open to the public. Boehm’s
Chapel is located at 13 W. Boehm’s
Road, Willow Street, PA.

than for their own snacks or souvenirs. Transportation will be provided. Limited to 25 participants.
For more detailed information contact Peggy Wood at (610) 524-5935 or
Peggy.wood1@verizon.net

JULY 28, 2007
Phillies vs. Pirates @ 7 p.m.
Look for ticket order forms in your
church office. A UM Men’s Choir will
sing the National Anthem. See page
16.

AUGUST 3-5, 2007

EPA Conference United Methodist
Women School of Missions - Reading Inn; Reading, PA. See page 12.

24th Annual Academy for Laity at
the Sheraton Park Ridge Hotel and
Conference Center, King of Prussia,
PA. The theme for the weekend is
“Sharing Our Faith—in the local
church, in the community and in the
world.” The Rev. N. Lynne Westfield,
Associate Professor of Religious Education at Drew University and an
ordained deacon in The United Methodist Church, will be the keynote
speaker. Mark the date on your calendar and register early for the Academy. Details about courses and registration are available on the Christ
Servant Ministry website: www.gbgmumc.org/csm or the Conference
website: www.epaumc.org. If you
have questions, you may contact
Verna Colliver, Dean of the Academy
for Laity at vcolliver@comcast.net or
215 855 0797.

JULY 20-22, 2007

AUGUST 4, 2007

Calling all Youth - WE NEED YOU
For our Teens in Jeans Mass choir
made up of youth from all over the
conference. Come to Youth Day at
Annual Conference on June 15 - And
sing with the choir! PLEASE CONTACT REV. HARRY BENSON BY
email Hrevhrbenson@aol.com or by
phone 215-365-1810. The choir will be
singing on Friday afternoon, June 15,
at 4:00 pm; please let us know about
your availability! For more information, see page 11.

While history may have cast him in
the shadow of his brother John, it
was Charles Wesley who set
Methodism to music and gave the
church a song to sing. The writer of
an estimated 9,000 poems, Charles
Wesley’s works and legacy will be
explored during his 300th birthday
celebration July 20-22 in Chevy Chase,
Md. Participants will sing some of the
41 Wesley-penned hymns that are in
today’s United Methodist Hymnal,
including: “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing,” “Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” “O For a Thousand Tongues to
Sing” and “Come, Thou Long-Expected
Jesus.” They also will explore the
character and faith of Wesley, who
lived from 1707 to 1788 and formed the
Holy Club at Oxford University in
London, laying the foundation for
what grew to become the Methodist
Church. To register by June 10, visit
http://www.gcah.org.

JUNE 19, 2007

JULY 25-27, 2007

Day at Camp
Pocono Plateau

Church and Society Seminar for
YOUTH - Washington D.C.
Youth in grades 9-12 (or ages 14-19)
are invited to join an EPA Conference-sponsored trip to Washington,
D.C. to the General Board of Church
and Society, located in the United
Methodist Building on Capitol Hill.
Come learn about how violence affects not only your life but that of
others around the U.S. and around
the world. Come hear about the
issues, how to use your voice and
your faith to bring justice to “the
least, the last and the lost.” You will
be inspired and strengthened by this
enriching and empowering experience. The seminar will be both discussion and presentation; this is
both interactive as well as experiential. In addition, there will be a halfday community-based experience.
Housing will be provided by Trinity
Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill.
There is no cost to participants other

A Day of Imagination EPA Conference Young Adults Academy - Valley
Forge. Young adults are invited to participate in launching an exciting new
venture in ministry with “A Day of
Imagination.” The Rev. Chris Brady, a
young adult, himself, will be facilitator
for the event. This event for young
adults will be held on August 4, in conjunction with the Academy for Laity.
Young Adults from across the sixteeen
counties of the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference will gather at the Sheraton
Park Ridge Hotel and Conference Center in King of Prussia to dialogue on
issues of faith and to develop strategic
initiatives for the Young Adults of the
EPA. Pastors, youth ministers, lay leaders, Christian education directors:
Please invite young adults to this “Day
of Imagination” and encourage them
with your prayers and financial support. To contact The Rev. Chris L. Brady:
cbrady@div.duke.edu. Registration
form and more information: http://
w w w . e p a u m c . o r g /
NewsDetails.asp?pageID=1737

JUNE 10, 2007
Danny Oertli, a gifted Christian
contemporary singer and songwriter
returns to Hopewell UMC as the first
event of this year’s Christian Concert
series on Sunday, June 10 at 6:30
pm. We can look forward to hearing
new music from Danny, who released
his most recent CD, “Breath It In”, in
April. Danny Oertli’s 2005 performance in Hopewell’s outdoor amphitheater was one of the most memorable performances in our five-year
Concert Series history. For tickets,
please contact Hopewell, 610-269-1545
(http://www.HopewellUMC.org).

JUNE 13-15, 2007
Annual Conference - See page 6 & 11.

JUNE 13-15, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series ”Living as Christian Disciples: The
Means of Grace and the Ordinances
of God” See page 10.

JUNE 15, 2007

JULY 11 - 15, 2007
Youth 2007 SPLAT!
In Greensboro, NC. See page 16.

JULY 14, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Vibrant and Transformative Worship.
See page 7.

JULY 14-17, 2007
The Delaware Valley Chapter of
the Church and Synagogue Library
Association announces a conference designed for librarians of all
faiths. For more information, see
page 12.

JULY 15 2007
The Marsch Family music - The
doors of Boehm’s Chapel will open for
a special summer service to praise the
Lord through music and song at 4:00
p.m. Amanda, Joanna, Natalie, Emily
and Elizabeth, the five daughters of

JUNE 17, 2007
Summer Camp Begins at all Camps

JULY 20-22, 2007

AUGUST 9 - 10, 2007
The Alpha Training Event. The
ALPHA course is a 10 week experience
used around the world, in thousands
of churches in many different denominations, where people from all backgrounds come together in a welcoming environment to explore what relevance Jesus has for their lives today.
The course is running in a number of
EPA Conference churches. The ALPHA course both revitalizes believers
and sparks interest in not-yet believers and your whole church is changed.
Learn how to start this kind of fire—
and keep it burning—at an ALPHA
training event. One is scheduled for
the Philadelphia area August 9-10.
For information or to register call 1866-US-ALPHA or go online at
www.alphaconferences.org.

AUGUST 13 - 15, 2007
Healing the Wounds of Racism Workshop - Daylesford Abbey

AUGUST 17 - 19, 2007
Healing the Wounds of Racism Workshop - Daylesford Abbey

AUGUST 18, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Ways to Increase Your Church Attendance. See page 10.

SEPTEMBER 15, 2007
United Methodist Day at Hershey
Park. Christian Music Day at the
Park. More information will be forthcoming. Contact Jim Wilkin at 1-800828-9093 ext. 225 or
jim.wilkin@epaumc.org

OCTOBER 7, 2007
World Communion Sunday
For information: www.umcgiving.org

OCTOBER 13, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Faith Sharing. See page 10.

NOVEMBER 14, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Stewards of God’s Gifts. See page 10.

NOVEMBER 25, 2007
United Methodist Student Day
For information: www.umcgiving.org

NOVEMBER 26, 2007
Bishop’s Advent Day Apart - Lovett
Weems, Preacher. Aldersgate UMC

DECEMBER 13, 2007
Making Disciples Training Series Accountable Discipleship: The power
of small group ministry for all ages.
See page 10.

JANUARY 15 - 17, 2008
Bishop’s Mid-Winter Retreat

AUGUST 6 - 14, 2007

FEBRUARY 5, 2008

Wesley Heritage Tour with Bishop
and Mrs. Matthews. See page 16.

Bishop’s Lenten Day Apart
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Bishop Matthews selected as commencement speaker

In Memoriam

Bishop Matthews Leads the procession at Evangelical School of Theology’s graduation
on May 12.

The Evangelical School of Theology
held its 52rd graduation on Saturday,
May 12, 2007, a glorious day with perfect weather. The school, located in
Myerstown, PA, was founded in 1953.
Thirty-three graduates received
degrees or certificates: ten received a
Master of Divinity, thirteen received a
Master of Arts in Religion, nine received a Master of Arts in Marriage
and Family Therapy, and one ministry
certificate was awarded. Eight of the

graduating students are United Methodist.
Two special awards were given at
the graduation. Robert Ladd received
the 2007 Outstanding Service Award.
Mr. Ladd is Director of Special Gifts at
the seminary and is a former trustee.
He is also a Christ Servant Minister in
the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.
Shirley Brosius, a United Methodist,
was awarded Alumnus of the Year.
Nine awards were given to graduating

Mr. Robert Ladd received Evangelical’s
Outstanding Service Award.

students for outstanding accomplishments while at the seminary.
Bishop Marcus Matthews was the
commencement speaker. The Bishop’s
message was a challenge to the graduates. He said they should expect difficulties in the road ahead as they
would be on Satan’s priority list while
doing God’s work in ministry.
For more information on the seminary, go to: www.evangelical.edu.

Bishop Marcus Matthews announces the following
appointments, effective July 1, 2007, except as noted:
FULL-TIME APPOINTMENTS
Central District
Christine A. Croxall from Norristown: Asbury UMC to Attend School
David Cassidy to Philadelphia: Mother African Zoar UMC
Carlotta Madison to Norristown: Asbury UMC

East District
Gregory “Kipp” Gilmore-Clough from Cheltenham UMC to Attend School
Daniel Siddle from Clark’s Grove UMC to Levittown: Emilie UMC
Mary Catherine Miller from Philadelphia: Kensington “Old Brick” UMC to Bensalem UMC
Coryn Beck from Millers Crossroads UMC to Cheltenham UMC

Northwest District
Susan Roehs from Wind Gap: First UMC to Clark’s Grove UMC
Gregory McGarvey to Hamburg: Bethany UMC
Randall Leitzel from Manheim: Ruhl’s UMC (Assoc.) to Myerstown: Zion UMC
Susan Ketterer to Frackville UMC
Farai Muzorewa from Eddystone UMC to Mahanoy City: First UMC

Southeast District
Hyung-Kyu Lee on loan from the Korean UMC to Drexel Hill: New Covenant UMC – effective May 15, 2007
Timothy Kriebel from Levittown: Emilie UMC to Thornton: Bethlehem UMC
Bum Koo Chung from Cherry Lane UMC to Cochranville UMC
Joy Bagwell from Philadelphia: University City, Calvary UMC to Willistown UMC

Southwest District
John Cordes from Mountville: St. Paul’s UMC to Mt. Pocono UMC effective January 1, 2007
Kenneth O’Neal from Mount Joy: Glossbrenner UMC to Willow Street: Boehm’s UMC
www.epaumc.org

Mrs. Gretchen Hartenstine, wife of
Rev. Milton Hartenstine. She died,
April 27, 2007 at 1:15 p.m.
Rev. Hartenstine is currently serving
in his retired status as Pastor of
Parryville UMC. Previous pastorates
include Bangor: First, Weatherly:
Centenary, White Haven, Wallingford:
Old Union, Langhorne, Stroudsburg,
East Bangor, and Portland.
Condolences may be sent to the Rev.
Milton Hartenstine, 110 Oriole Drive,
Palmerton, PA 18071.
Rev. Ray J. C. Pottieger, who died
May 3, 2007 at his residence in the
Rock Hill Mennonite Community in
Sellersville, PA. Rev. Ray Pottieger
was a United Methodist pastor for
almost 60 years, initially in the East
Pennsylvania Conference (EUB) and
due to the merger of the two eastern
Pennsylvania conferences, he automatically became a member of the
Central Pennsylvania Conference. At
the time of that merger, Ray was
pastoring the 29th Street UMC in
Harrisburg, PA where they had completed the construction of a new sanctuary and educational building. He is
survived by a son, R. Scott Pottieger
and his wife Janet, three married
grandsons (Douglas, Steven and Rick
and their wives) and nine grandchildren. Also two brothers who are retired United Methodist pastors; Chaplain Orlan Pottieger of Ft.Meade, FL
and Dr. Cecil Pottieger of Mount Pleasant, SC. A viewing was held at the
Rock Hill Community on Sunday
evening, May 6, 2007 at First United
Methodist Church, 5th and Market
Streets, Perkasie, PA.
Rev. Joanne Joseph Baker, retired
local pastor, who passed away early
morning of May 7, 2007, after a long
struggle with cancer. She served the
following congregations: Neola,
Glendon, & Wadesville. A viewing was
held on Friday, May 11 at 11:00 a.m.
followed by a service at 12:00 noon at
Wesley United Methodist Church, 2540
Center Street, Bethlehem, PA 18017.
She is survived by her husband, Harry
R. Baker; three sons, Kelo, Roger, and
William; and four grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to her husband,
Harry R. Baker, 4591 Lanark Road,
Center Valley, PA 18034.
Mrs. Nedra Boswell, wife of the late
Rev. Carol P. Boswell. Mrs. Boswell
passed away on Saturday, May 26, 2007.
A graveside service was held at the
Howard Day Cemetery in Steelton, PA
on Tuesday, May 29th. Condolences
may be sent to her daughter and son
at: Valita Jo Boswell and Terrance
Boswell, 434 Gateswood Drive
West Chester, PA 19380.
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“He was always prepared for the kids,” says
Roberts. “He had maps
for them to write the
state capitals on. He was
a veteran of World War
II and he shared a flag
that he brought home
from his time serving in
the Army. Now they are
learning about farming
from a man they are
visiting now.”
Grandpals has inspired Roberts’ young
students to find even
more ways to serve others. “Right now, we are collecting
items for health kits for UMCOR,”
Roberts says of the United Methodist
Committee on Relief. “Last year we
did the flood buckets. Now we are
collecting items for health kits and
school kits.”
While many children today find
themselves interacting primarily with
television, video game and computer
screens, Roberts hopes these children
benefit from conversation with their
elders – and recognize how much the
simple gift of time and friendship
means to their grandpals.
“These children are growing up in a
very materialistic society where so
many things are all about me,” says
Roberts. “So I’m trying to teach them
about giving back and that the rewards are forever.”

Sunday school teacher Jane Roberts offers a snack
in her home before the children visit their
grandpals.

In The Nation

Children share time,
conversation with
‘grandpals’
fresh air is a
rare treat – as
is sharing the
companionship of children.
Sally Gissler
looks forward
to seeing the
smiling faces
and boundless
energy of her
pre-teen visitors. “I think
they’re great,”
she says.
“They do a
great job visiting and taking
Sunday school students from Osceola (Neb.) First United Methodist Church take their “grandpals” for a walk
us for rides.
around the Good Samaritan Center. UMNS photos by Tim Griffis.
It’s really a joy
to have the activity with the young
“Teaching Sunday school is more
by Lilla Marigza*
kids.”
than going through the take-home
Now in its fifth year, the ministry
paper on Sunday morning; it’s what
Under a small outdoor gazebo in
was designed as a one-year commitwe can do above and beyond,” Roberts
Osceola, Neb., about a dozen friends
ment for the children during their
says.
talk about planting a garden together.
fourth- and fifth-grade school years.
“We talk in Sunday school about
Despite age differences spanning more
But each year, some ask to continue.
what it is to be United Methodist. We
than half a century, the friends find
Sixth-grader Lindsay Urban, for
promise not just to the church but to
they have plenty of interests in comexample, outgrew Roberts’ Sunday
Jesus to give our prayers, our presmon.
school class but, after missing her
ence, our time and talents. These kids
On Mondays twice a month, fourthgrandpals, signed on again. “It’s just
have more time than anything right
and fifth-graders from Osceola United
nice having people you know and who
now.”
Methodist Church visit residents of
recognize you,” says Lindsay.
The “grandpals” play bingo or cards
the Good Samaritan Center, a nearby
The children benefit in other ways
around a big table. They do simple
assisted living facility.
as well, learning life lessons and a
projects together. And when the
Their “grandpals ministry” is the
little history from the people who
idea of Osceola Sunday school teacher weather is nice, the youngsters take
actually lived it, including one retired
their elder friends on wheelchair
Jane Roberts.
school teacher who is a favorite
walks outdoors. For some of the asgrandpal.
sisted living residents, getting some

*Marigza is a free-lance producer in
Nashville, Tenn.

Bimonthly Monday visits sometimes
include a friendly game of cards.

The Nation in Brief
•The commission charged with
clarifying the ordering of ministry
within The United Methodist Church
will carry a resolution to the 2008
General Conference calling for four
more years of study. Created by the
2004 General Conference, the 25member Ministry Study Commission
sought to address the “continued
ambiguity in the denomination’s
understanding of lay, licensed, and
ordained ministry” and is to bring
conclusions to the April 23-May 2,
2008, gathering in Fort Worth, Texas.
•Bald heads are the norm around the
cancer ward at Vanderbilt Children’s
Hospital in Nashville, Tenn., where
chemotherapy typically robs young
patients of both their hair and their
youthful energy. But brightly colored
hats in all styles are a welcome special
delivery that brings smiles to children
fighting the ravages of the disease.
Through the “Lids for Kids” ministry
of Good Shepherd United Methodist
Church in nearby Hendersonville, a
group of United Methodist Men
collected nearly 1,000 hats this year as

part of its annual service project.
“This is faith in action. … It’s putting
feet on prayers,” says the Rev. Allen
Weller, senior pastor of the
congregation.

•United Methodists and Episcopalians
have a new way to get to know each
other. Building upon the interim
agreement of shared Eucharist
approved by the United Methodist
Council of Bishops in 2005 and the
Episcopal General Convention in 2006,
the two denominations have released
resources to promote study of the
agreement at all levels. “Make Us One
With Christ” is a report based on the
2002-2006 sessions between the
Episcopal and United Methodist
dialogue teams. A second resource is a
study guide version of the report that
includes discussion points, questions
for reflection and worship tips.
•Katrina Aid Today had served 120,541
Katrina survivors by the end of
March, representing 46,903
households. The partnership of nine
disaster response agencies, led by the

United Methodist Committee on Relief,
issued its latest quarterly report April
30. Funded by a $66 million U.S.
government grant, the program was
designed to offer disaster case
management, or family-by-family
recovery, to a steadily increasing
number of households through its
two-year lifetime. The number of
households continues to grow month
to month and was reported to be at
49,709 (127,752 people) as of the end of
April. More about UMCOR-Katrina
Aid Today, including the full quarterly
report summary, is available at
www.katrinaaidtoday.org.

•United Methodists are invited to
assist the church’s bishops in drafting
a statement exploring the problems of
and solutions to nuclear weapons,
environmental degradation, global
warming, endemic poverty and
disease. More than 20 years ago, the
United Methodist Council of Bishops
introduced a pastoral letter called “In
Defense of Creation.” The 1986 letter
responded to the possibility of nuclear
war and the potential for extinction of

www.epaumc.org

life. “The pastoral letter ... came as an
urgent reminder that this world is
God’s creation, a sacred gift to be
received and nurtured with respect,”
according to an episcopal invitation to
the church for conversation on a new
creation document.

•One year after a startling report
showed significantly fewer young
people seeking to become United
Methodist clergy, a new advisory team
has mapped out a strategy to create a
churchwide “culture of call.” The
National Leadership Development
Advisory Team is expediting
information about the ordination
process to district superintendents,
boards of ordained ministry,
candidacy mentors, pastor/staff
parish relations committees and
district committees. A Web site at
www.explorecalling.org is being
updated with materials useful to both
young people exploring a call to
ordained ministry and those who
work with them. The team and its
work are being organized by the
United Methodist Board of Higher
Education and Ministry.
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In The World

Africa University copes
with Zimbabwe’s economy

Despite a crisis economy in Zimbabwe, United Methodist-related Africa University is
“surviving, enduring and determined to succeed,” says Vice Chancellor Rukudzo
Murapa. A UMNS file photo by Mike DuBose.

by Linda Green*
A country in disarray and disrepair,
Zimbabwe teeters under an inflation
rate of nearly 2,000 percent – the highest in the world. It contends with
skyrocketing unemployment, allegations of rampant government corruption and routine shortages of commodities, foreign currency, electricity
and water.
Amid these challenges, Africa University stands in the forefront of
higher education in the sub-Saharan
African nation.
While certainly impacted by the
chaos that surrounds it, the United
Methodist-related school “is surviving, enduring and determined to succeed,” said Rukudzo Murapa, who
leads the private, pan-African institution of 1,298 students. But it is not
easy. Critics of Zimbabwe President
Robert Mugabe blame government
mismanagement for much of the
nation’s woes. At 83, Mugabe has been

Zimbabwe’s only ruler since the country achieved independence from Britain 27 years ago. His tenure has been
marked by economic crises that include chronic shortages of food and
fuel. Unemployment today is estimated
at 80 percent. Mugabe has resisted
calls for political reforms and recently
issued warnings against Roman
Catholic bishops who published a
pastoral letter criticizing his
government’s handling of the
economy. Still, his ruling Zanu (PF)
party formally endorsed him March 30
as its candidate for presidential elections in 2008, potentially extending his
leadership into a third decade.
Challenged but hopeful
The economic and political realities
require administrators and supporters
of Africa University to be resourceful,
creative and ever-hopeful. “Yes, we
admit that we are facing a lot of challenges in Zimbabwe,” said United
Methodist Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa.
“But they are not insurmountable.”

University board member Maggie Jackson
peeks inside a new water retention system
that will increase the school’s water capacity. A UMNS photo by Linda Green.

Nhiwatiwa, who is also vice president of the Zimbabwe Council of
Churches, said the country needs its
friends “to come, stand tall and help
the nation in the best way” by offering
constructive advice on how the country can move forward. “What Zimbabwe needs is people who say, ‘What can
we do to really help?’” he said.
The Southern Africa Development
Committee held an emergency summit
recently and affirmed its solidarity
with the Zimbabwean government and
its people. The committee also issued a
statement calling on other countries
to lift economic sanctions against
Zimbabwe and encouraging diplomatic
relations to alleviate the country’s
plight. “Zimbabwe needs constructive
friends right now, friends who say,
‘How do we go from here?’” Nhiwatiwa
said. “The church is doing that,” he
said, citing a new document called
“The Zimbabwe We Want,” created by
citizens, religious leaders and others.
“It lays out what the people of Zimbabwe think this country ought to be. If
we start from there, we can be constructive in many ways,” he said
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High costs, few goods
Murapa paints a startling picture of
the difficulties faced in operating in a
macroeconomic climate since the
inflation rate has grown from 1,700
percent in March to 2,000 percent in
April. Some economists project the
rate may increase to 4,000 percent by
the end of 2007. “That tells the story,”
Murapa said. “It is difficult for people
to imagine what 2,000 percent inflation is all about.” For instance, the
cost of a loaf of bread purchased in
the morning may double or triple by
sunset. In March, a loaf cost Z$850;
today that same loaf is Z$6,000, or
about $24 in the United States.
Zimbabwe also is experiencing extreme scarcity of commodities. Walk
into a store and, instead of finding
loaves of bread ready to buy, it is more
typical to find a line of people waiting
for the few loaves being baked. Cooking oil and sugar are expensive and
difficult to find. “So our food services
sections spend a large amount of time
simply trying to find out where is
what on a particular day, and at what
price,” Murapa said. “One has to be
very creative and innovative.” A monetary exchange rate of Z$250 to US$1
encourages Africa University to make
purchases using the governmentsanctioned arbitrage system, buying
shares from companies on the stock
exchange and selling them through a
broker. The university also negotiates
rates with the Central Bank to boost
purchasing power.
“After all their commissions and
everything, we are able to realize
something much better than the official rate,” he said. “It is quite legal. It
is over the counter. At the end of the
day, what we get is much less than
what we would want, but much better
than the official rate. To that extent, it
is working.” Inflation also translates
into higher tuition costs for students.
“As compassionate as they are, the
fees get higher,” Murapa said. “You
find students who even in their last
year are no longer able to graduate
because they still owe the university
and cannot find money.”
*Green is a United Methodist News
Service news writer based in Nashville,
Tenn.

The W
orld in Brief
World
•PAKISTAN: RECONSTRUCTION
CONTINUES - UMCOR is assisting
International Blue Crescent in reconstructing 19 villages after the 2005
earthquake decimated the area. The
project will send five teams trained in
earthquake-safe construction techniques to these villages where they
will help them rebuild their communities. The program includes male and
female social mobilizers to provide
additional community support.
UMCOR was able to respond to this
need and many others following the
earthquake in Pakistan because of the
generosity of United Methodists and
others. Send gifts to International
Disaster Response, UMCOR Advance
#982450.
•SWAZILAND: DROUGHT RELIEF An ongoing drought due to insufficient rainfall over the last four years
has contributed to a downward spiral
in the quality of life for many in
Swaziland. UMCOR is assisting the
Methodist Church of Southern Africa
as they provide food and basic medical
care through local schools. The pro-

gram will reach approximately 27,000
people with much-needed assistance.
All Africa Drought/Famine, UMCOR
Advance #101250.
•ARMENIA: HEALTHY KIDS,
HEALTHY FUTURES - UMCOR Armenia is helping institutionalized
children to have sufficient food
through a food security program that
serves four institutions. The program provides each of these institutions with items such as cows and
beehives and trains staff and school
children how to manage them. Staff
members learn about nutrition and
how to process the milk and honey
into other products. The children
involved in this process learn important skills that can help them in their
future. Armenia Emergency, UMCOR
Advance #250225.
•SIERRA LEONE: IMPROVING
SCHOOLS - UMCOR is helping United
Methodists in Sierra Leone to provide
a solid education to children there by
helping to construct the Tbongo Primary School. UMCOR is helping to

provide construction materials to
finish building classrooms and other
needed buildings on the school campus. Providing young children with a
good learning environment will help
them stay in school and look forward
to a brighter future. International
Disaster Response, UMCOR Advance
#982450.
•DRC: BUILDING CAPACITY - A
groundbreaking conference between
the episcopal areas of the United
Methodist Church in the Democratic
Republic of Congo and UMCOR forged
the beginning of an ongoing relationship of learning and increased capacity for development. UMCOR staff
shared their skills with church development workers to enable them to
better meet the development needs of
their own communities. The conference culminated in participants identifying a critical project for their area
and writing a proposal for the new
program. Plans for follow-up and
future conferences are already in the
works. More information:

www.epaumc.org

www.umcor.org. DRC Emergency,
UMCOR Advance #198400.

•RE-RELEASE OF GENERATION OF
HOPE - Generation of Hope is an
inspiring film about ministry to children orphaned by AIDS. UMCOR has
reedited the film so that a shorter
version is available to make it more
convenient to show in worship or
other gatherings. Also on the DVD
are resources to promote awareness
about what United Methodists are
doing in the face of this crisis, including information about the United
Methodist Global AIDS Fund. The
fund goal is $1.00 for each United
Methodist in the United States—or $8
million for education, prevention,
care, and treatment programs for
people living with HIV/AIDS. Call 1800-554-8583 to order the New Generation of Hope DVD, available free of
charge.
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Living Connected as God’s People:
The Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference
“Health Fair”
During Annual Conference with Health Care Carriers, Aon
Consulting and the Conference Pension and Health Benefits.

Thursday June 14
Chair Massage - 12:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Blood Pressure - 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Visual Acuity - 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Dermascan - 8 a.m. - 12 noon

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS
100.1Calling Disciples Resource Team

Friday June 15
Hearing - 8 a.m. to 12 noon
Body Comp - 8 a.m. to 12 noon

Mark Wells (LM)(NE); Suzette James (LW)(CE)

100.4Leadership Resource Team

You can also visit their tables at the vendor area:

Kenneth Bell (C)(NW)(0); Brenda Tildon (LW)(SE)(2)

106 Board of Lay Ministry
Lee Smedley (LM(NW)(0)(DR); Marilyn Slotter (LW)(CE)(0) atlarge; Susan Dziuk (LW)(EA)(0)(DR); Joyce Zimmerman
(LW)(NW)(0) at-large; Earl James (LM)(CE)(0) at-large;
Alexander Daniels (LM)(SE)(0) at-large; Joseph Santivasci
(LM)(EA)(0) at-large

NAME OF VENDOR/CARRIER
(back wall area)
1) Aon Consulting- Listed as “EPA Consultants”
2) Independence Blue Cross
3) Capital Blue Cross
4) Health Advocates
5) Delta Dental

BOOTH NUMBER
Booth#50
Booth#51
Booth#52
Booth#53
Booth#54

108 Camping Board
(Class of 2008) Karen B Davis (LW)(SE)(2)
(Class of 2011) Dawn Taylor-Storm (C)(NE)(0); Milton Stanley
(LM)(SE)(0); Joan Lawson (LW)(SE)(0); Amy Kinsman (LW)(SE)(0)

200 Board of Ordained Ministry

RE
SOL
U T IONS
RESOL
SOLU
Resolutions approved for Consent Calendar: 01, 02, 04
Resolutions were published in NEWSpirit May, 2007. See them online:
www.epaumc.org (click on 2007 Annual Conference and look for Resolutions.)

Joyce Wilson; Susan Worrell

301 Council on Finance and Administration
Ben Caldwell (LM)(CE)(0)

302 Board of Trustees
(Class of 2009)
(Class of 2010)
(C))CE)(0)
(Class of 2011)
(LM)(NW)(1)

Jeff Rowlands (LM)(EA)(0)
Laurie Ann Rookard (C)(CE)(0); Maxime Jaouen
Debra Davis (C)(SW)(2); Jim Cooksey

Are You On Track to Retire?
Learn more by consulting with Josie Martinez from the
General Board of Pension and Health Benefits of The
United Methodist Church.

304 Committee on Nominations
W. Thomas Boussum (LM)(NW)(0)(DR); Richard Rogers
(C)(NW)(0)(DR); Kenneth S. Klingborg (C)(NE)(0)(DR);
Candace Carter (LW)(EA)(0)

308 Loan Fund Board
(Class of 2011) Steven T. Cherry (C)(EA)(1); Tomas Armando
Iraheta (C)(SW)(2)

309 Conference Education Society
(Class of 2009)
(Class of 2011)

Ruth Baker (LW)(NE)(0)
Jack Webb (LM)(NW)(2)

310 Board of Pension & Health Benefits
(Class of 2010) Aubrey Bates (LM)(CE)(0)
(Class of 2014) Lorelei Toombs (C)(NW)(0); Key One Yu
(C)(NE)(0); Keshia Nedd (LW)(SE)(0)

311 Eastern PA-Peninsula United Methodist Foundation,
Inc.
(Class of 2011)

Pension and Health Benefits Consultants
at the 2007 Annual Conference

Have questions about Group Health Insurance?
Learn more about Group Health Benefits Plans from
several consultants of the EPA Conference.
Sign up to see Josie Martinez and Group Health
Insurance consultants at the 2007 Annual Conference
by contacting Janet A. Mills, Senior Support Associate,
Pension and Benefits, Communication and
Coordination 1-800-828-9093 or 610-666-9090 ext.
213 or email her at janet.mills@epaumc.org

Mary Ann Hoffman (2)
www.epaumc.org
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Making Disciples training to feature Tom Albin of
Upper Room Chapel
The Rev. Tom Albin, Dean of the
Upper Room Chapel, will be the featured speaker for the Celebration of
Ministries at Annual Conference on
the evening of Wednesday, June 13.
He will speak on “”Living as Christian Disciples: The Means of Grace
and the Ordinances of God.” This
presentation is offered in conjunction
with the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference’s focus on “Making
disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world.”
Albin is Dean of the Upper Room
Chapel and Team Leader for the
Program Unit of The Upper Room
Ministries in Nashville, Tennessee.

The eldest of four children raised on
the family farm, Tom’s elementary
education was in a one-room schoolhouse on the Kansas prairie. After his
secondary education in Quinter, he
attended Ottawa University for two
years before transferring to Oral
Roberts University where he received
his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1973
(Magna Cum Laude). While in Oklahoma, Tom answered God’s call to the
ministry and was ordained deacon in
the United Methodist Church in the
spring of 1977. From 1977-78 he attended Fuller Theological Seminary in
Pasadena, California, earning a M.A.
in Theological and Historical Studies

(with honors) before traveling to
England in September of 1978 to begin
the first of four years of doctoral
study at Cambridge.
From 1982-1985, Rev. Albin returned
to pastoral ministry in Oklahoma,
serving as an associate pastor in a
church of more than 5,000 members.
There he gave leadership to the areas
of Evangelism & Discipleship, Lay
Counseling, and College Ministries, as
well as teaching regularly in the
Wednesday night Lay Academy.
During this period he helped recruit,
train and sustain the ministry of lay
Tom Albin

continues on page 10

Vibrant and Transformative Worship
Saturday, July 21, 1:00 to 3:00 pm
at Janes Memorial
United Methodist Church
Dr. Eileen Guenther
and
Dr. Lucy Hogan
Wesley Theological Seminary
This is an exciting and challenging
time to be a worship leader. There are
so many options and possibilities.
How do we revitalize and energize our
worship? What do we keep and what
do we change? Join Lucy Hogan and
Eileen Guenther from Wesley Seminary has they explore the worship
landscape. The day will begin with a
worship service that brings in something old, something new, something
local, and something global. They will
then invite you to join in a discussion
about worship planning and how to
make use of these various worship
possibilities as well as developing a
criteria for what to use and when.
Bring your questions and your successes to share with the other worship
leaders in your conference.

continues on page 8

Eileen Guenther

Lucy Lind Hogan

www.epaumc.org
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Making Disciples late at night on city streets
By Catherine Bowers*
At Frankford Group Ministry, the
work of ministry is now a 24 hour a
day endeavor. The Northeast Youth
Curfew Center, an all night program,
was opened April 26 to help protect
youth who are out late at night. The
Curfew Centers are a citywide effort
to cope with youth who violate the
curfew ordinance requiring them to be
inside late at night unless they are
with an adult.
Mayor John Street attended the
ribbon cutting ceremony April 26 and
spoke of the effort to reduce crime
and protect young people and neighborhood. Youth who are out late without supervision may be drawn into
criminal activity or may become the
victims of crime. The Curfew Center
gives police an alternative to arrest or

simply ignoring curfew violators.
The police bring youth to the Curfew
Center, where they are interviewed by
a social worker and their parents are
called to come and pick them up. If
the family is in need of supportive
services, they will be referred to programs that can help them, including
other FGM programs.
The curfew center depends heavily
on volunteers, who stay with the
youth while they are waiting to be
interviewed or for their parents to
arrive. On May 2, one such volunteer
was the Rev. Al Maloney, District Superintendent of the East District.
Said Maloney “We as United Methodists are uniquely suited to this kind of
ministry, because of our
connectionalism.”
When the youth arrive they are
offered something to eat and a place to

sit in the church social hall. There
are games and activities available.
“When youth arrive they are very
stand offish,” said Rev. Tom Brooks, of
Frankford Memorial UMC, but after
they get something to eat they start
opening up.” Mike, a volunteer, said
that his time at the Curfew Center
has been “a learning experience about
young people. I really didn’t understand how they act and think, and
what they consider their priorities.”
Joan, another volunteer, said “I’m
pleasantly surprised. The teenagers
come in and if we give them respect
and understanding, they give it back.
I am surprised at how receptive they
are to kindness. They really want an
adult to talk to them. They are not
looking for trouble. Trouble comes to
them. After they leave here its God’s
job to let something stick with them.”

Many churches hesitate to do youth
ministry because of their fears. We
can’t give up on these young people,
because God loves them. The Curfew
Center has worked to create an environment that is welcoming and caring.
The space looks inviting and not institutional to communicate that they are
in this place not because they are being punished, but because they are
loved.
Member of annual conference
churches are welcomed to volunteer.
Stop in or call 215 744-2990 for a volunteer application, which includes criminal background and child abuse clearances forms. Volunteer trainings are
held regularly.
* The Rev. Catherine Bowers is Executive Director of Frankford Group Ministries.

Vibrant and Transformative Worship
continued from page 7
Eileen Guenther
Eileen Guenther is Associate Professor of Church Music at Wesley
Theological Seminary, where she conducts the Chapel Choir and shares in
the leadership of the Oxnam Chapel
with the Elder of the Chapel. She
teaches courses in sacred music, leads
immersion trips to South Africa for
Masters of Divinity students and is
the new Director of Wesley’s Summer
Program. Eileen writes and lectures
on multi-cultural music and its use in
worship, Spirituals, clergy-musician
relations and various other worship
and sacred music topics. Her articles

have appeared in The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, The
Diapason, The American Organist,
Liturgy, Worship Arts and other professional journals. Widely known as
an organ recitalist in the United
States and Europe and critically acclaimed for her “exuberant playing,”
she has performed coast-to-coast in
the U.S. as well as in England, France,
the Netherlands, Germany, Portugal,
Sweden, and Brazil.
Lucy Lind Hogan
Lucy Lind Hogan is Professor of
Preaching and Worship at Wesley

Theological Seminary in Washington,
DC where she has taught since 1987.
She is ordained in the Episcopal
Church and is a priest in the Diocese
of Washington. She attended the
Church Divinity School of the Pacific
in Berkley, California and received
her M.Div. from The Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia. Lucy has a Doctor of Ministry
from Wesley Seminary and received
her Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Public Communication from the University of
Maryland. She is the author of Connecting with the Congregation: Rhetoric
and the Art of Preaching (1999) and her
most recent book, Graceful Speech: An

Invitation to Preaching,( 2006). She
recently completed her term as Secretary of the North American Academy
of Homiletics, and serves on the Executive Board of Societas Homiletica,
the international homiletic organization.
This training will be hosted by
Janes Memorial United Methodist
Church, 41 – 59 Haines Street, Philadelphia, PA 19144.
For online registration information,
go to: www.epaumc.org or call 1-800828-9093.

Foundation library opens at Johnson Memorial
By Suzy Keenan
The Johnson/UGO Memorial Library officially opened on Saturday,
May 19 with a special ribbon cutting
ceremony.
Dorothy Watson-Tatem, director of
Urban and Global Ministries opened
the celebration and gave thanks for
Yvette Davis Trottman, who first approached her with the idea for the
church/non-profit partnership. Rev.
Richard H. Andrews, pastor of
Johnson Memorial United Methodist
Church gave the opening prayer. U. S.
Representative Allyson Schwartz of
the 13th District said, “Congratulations to the church for saying we will
open our doors, reaching out our
arms more broadly to the community!”
Bishop Marcus Matthews celebrated that the Office of Urban and
Global Ministries and Johnson Memorial are seeking “creative ways we can
be in partnership with the government and non-profits. “In moving out
of our comfort zones, he said, “we will
enrich and bless the community as it
finds financial resources.”
The Johnson-UGO Foundation Library is the first faith based organization to be designated a Cooperating
Collection in the Foundation Center’s

Bishop Marcus Matthews and U.S. Representative Allyson Y. Schwartz cut the ribbon to
officially open the Johnson/UGO Foundation Library.

U.S. Representative Allyson Y. Schwartz of
the 13th District (left) and Dorothy
Watson-Tatem (right), director of Urban
and Global Ministries celebrate the
library’s opening.

50-year history as the oldest and most
comprehensive foundation grant re-

source library in the United States.
There are presently five regional
Foundation Center libraries and
Johnson-UGO is among close to 300 of
its Cooperating Collections.
The Johnson-UGO Foundation Library is a collaboration of The Office
of Urban and Global Ministries of the
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference
(EPA) of the United Methodist

www.epaumc.org

Church, Dr. Dorothy Watson Tatem,
Director and Johnson Memorial
United Methodist Church, The Rev.
Richard H. Andrews, pastor. Yvette
Davis-Trotman is the Supervisor of
this program.
For more information, call 215-3385020 or email
johnsonugolibrary@yahoo.com.
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Resurrection Women
By Frances Rivers*
The United Methodist Women of the
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference
gathered at a Spiritual Growth Retreat titled “Resurrection Women”
under the leadership of the Core Planning Group of the Northeast Jurisdiction. The event was held at the Days
Inn in Allentown from April 20
through 22 and was attended by 68
women. The retreat focused on the
spiritual foundation of mission (the
primary function of United Methodist
Women). Dr. Mary White, EPA Conference Lay Leader, and Marian Perkins
of the PeninsulaDelaware Conference,
were the facilitators. Grace Potts,
Central District UMW President, was
the coordinator for.the EPA UMW
Conference Mission Team. Daily interactive worship services featured
dramatic vignettes and music demonstrating the theme. The experiences of
women as recorded in the bible were
examined and compared to the challenges facing modern-day women.
An outstanding drama involved the
meeting of three women: Joanna, one
of the women at the tomb following
the resurrection, Mary Magdelene
Ruth, a new follower of Jesus. The
characters Joanna and Mary explain

the meaning of the resurrection to
Ruth, a new follower of Jesus.
Interactive worship services were
held each day of the event. Space was
set aside for individual reflection and
meditation allowing participants to
examine their progress, past and
present, in their personal spiritual
journeys and consider goals for the
future. Topics addressed in these
spaces included the Cross, Resurrection and Pentecost. One of the spaces
set aside for this purpose included a
labyrinth walk. This is an ancient tool
that requires the user to find a path to
the center of a design illustrated on
the floor, and then to find a way out
again. The exercise is intended to
represent the individual’s spiritual
journey. Craft materials were offered
in order to illustrate how creative
expression can serve as a focus for
meditation and spiritual growth.
Life-mapping was an interesting
exercise in reflection. Participants
were required to identify milestones
reached in their lives that demonstrated high and low points in their
spiritual journeys. Another effective
exercise involved the creation of icon
collages. This required small groups
to come together to create images
from personal photos and pictures

Latino Commission
celebrates Bishop’s ministry

“Resurrection Women” a spiritual retreat of Conference United Methodist Women held
April 20-22 featured an outstanding drama. The scene involved the meeting of three
women: Joanna, one of the women at the tomb following the resurrection, portrayed by
Linda Seybold, Southeast District President; Mary Magdelene portrayed by Susan
Dziuk EPACUMW Needlework Circle Chairperson; and Ruth, a new follower of Jesus,
portrayed by Henrietta H. Thomas, EPACUMW Secretary.

illustrating mission around the world.
One of the most enjoyable exercises
involved the creation of short skits
demonstrating tools needed on the
journey. Tools included the Bible,
prayer, daily devotional time, Wesley’s
list of disciplines and the supportive
community.

The closing service re-emphasized
the value of quiet with a ritual of
sharing bread and water.
*Frances Rivers is the Communications Coordinator for the United Methodist Women of the Eastern Pennsylvania

Order now!

Making Disciples DVDs
Transformational Spiritual Leadership Part I
with the Rev. Kelvin Sauls
$10 x ___ = ____
Transformational Spiritual Leadership Part II
with the Rev. Kelvin Sauls
$10 x ___ = ____
Acts 29 Prayer Encounter
with the Rev. Terry Teykl
$10 x ___ = ____

Bishop Marcus Matthews of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference greets Bishop
Ricardo Pereira of the Methodist Church of Cuba at the Latino Commission Luncheon.

On May 19, the Commission on Latino
Ministries, hosted and aided by Washington Crossing United Methodist
Church, held a luncheon in honor of
Bishop and Mrs. Marcus Matthews. The
purpose of the event was to celebrate
Bishop Matthews’ excellent work with
the Latino community in Eastern Pennsylvania.
“Bishop Matthews’ dedication to the
Latino Ministries and to the pastors
of our conference is unmistakably
visible and celebrated in our
churches,” said the Rev. Rene Perez,
director of Outreach and Church
Multiplication for the Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference. “The
Commission on Latino Ministries was
happy and blessed to have Bishop

Matthews and Mrs. Matthews spend
their day with us in celebration.”
Our event was joined by Bishop
Ricardo Pereira from the Methodist
Church of Cuba, who was the speaker
for the event, and Pastor Jose Ramon
Ruiz, a newly appointed district superintendent and pastor of the Methodist
Church in Colon, Cuba. The Commission on Latino Ministries also celebrated
the commitment and partnership of
Washington Crossing United Methodist Church in this great event.
“As far as our relationship with Cuba,
we hope to continue and firm a good
relationship with our brothers and sisters,” said Rev. Perez. “Above all, we are
glad that we were able to celebrate and
share with Bishop Pereira and with
Bishop and Mrs. Marcus Matthews.”

Preparing Your Congregation’s Ministr y
Action Plan
with the Rev. Kelvin Sauls
$10 x ___ = ____
Plus Shipping $ 4.00 - TOTAL $ _______
Name: ________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
_________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________
Make checks payable to: EPA Conference,
and mail to: Video Order, Communications, P.O. 820,
Valley Forge, PA 19482-0820.

www.epaumc.org
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Making Disciples Training Schedule
JUNE 13 -15, 2007

AUGUST 18, 2007 -

At Annual Conference in Philadelphia during evening Celebration of
Ministries
”Living as Christian Disciples: The
Means of Grace and the Ordinances of
God” - Rev. Dr. Tom Albin, Dean, Upper
Room Chapel, Nashville, TN.-7:30 p.m.

Ways to Increase Your Church
Attendance - WEBCAST TRAINING
9:00 AM - Small Congregations
11:00 AM- Medium Congregations
1:30 PM- New Church Starts
3:30 PM- Large Churches
Training by Rev. Rene Perez and
Rev. Dr. Dorothy Watson Tatem

JULY 14, 2007 Vibrant and Transformative
Worship - Saturday – Janes Memorial UMC,
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM - Session 8

Team - Sites and times to come.

AUGUST 24, 25, 26, 2007 Christian Education and Spiritual Formation – Saturday, one
location, Congregational Leaders

OCTOBER 13, 2007 Faith Sharing - Saturday, one
location: “Using Communications in Evangelism Recruitment” – location to be determined
9:30 AM-4:00 PM - Training by Rev.
Larry Homitsky, Director of Connectional Ministries, Western PA
Conference, UMC and Suzy Keenan,
EPA Director of Communications
Worship
“Igniting Ministries Training”

NOVEMBER 3, 2007 Stewards of God’s Gifts - West
Lawn UMC
Rev. David Bell
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM - Worship
6:30 PM- 8:15 PM - Training by the
Rev. David Bell, Director of the Center for Christian Stewardship of The
United Methodist Church

DECEMBER 13, 2007 Accountable Discipleship: The
Power of Small Group Ministry
- West Lawn UMC.
6:45 PM - 7:15 PM - Worship
7:15 PM - 8:45 PM - Training by

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations

Tom Albin of Upper Room Chapel

People are searching for a church shaped and sustained by
radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith
development, risk-taking
mission and service, and
extravagant generosity, asserts
Bishop Robert Schnase, author
of Five Practices of Fruitful
Congregations. In addition to
his biblical and theological
framework for ministry, the
Missouri bishop includes
examples of fruitful
congregations shaped by these
practices. Published by
Abingdon Press, the book is
available at Cokesbury
Bookstores, online at
www.Cokesbury.com.

continued from page 7
counselors, visitors, evangelists and
small group leaders. In addition, he
wrote adult and youth curriculum for
the United Methodist Church, recruited and trained adult churchschool teachers, and taught regularly
in the adult Christian Education
program.
In 1987 Tom joined the faculty of
Boston University School of Theology
and taught courses in American
Church History, Wesley Studies,
Evangelism and Church Growth. The
following year he accepted the invitation to return to the heartland and
develop a program in Christian
Spiritual Formation at the University
of Dubuque Theological Seminary. In
addition to teaching, Tom served as
the Director of Contextual Education
Program for the seminary in June of
1992 until February of 1999.
Tom’s academic interests lie in the
areas of spiritual formation, Wesley
studies, historical theology, mission
and evangelism. Recent publications
containing his work include: “In-

Welcoming God and Other
Strangers

Tools And Techniques For
New Member Ministry

Christian hospitality is more than a well-set
table, pleasant conversation, or even inviting
people into your home. Christian hospitality,
according to Elizabeth Newman, is an extension
of how we interact with God. It trains us to be
capable of welcoming strangers who will challenge us and enhance our lives in unexpected
ways, readying us to embrace the ultimate
stranger: God.
In Untamed Hospitality, Newman dispels the
modern myths of hospitality as a superficial
commodity that can be bought and sold at The
Pottery Barn and restores it to its proper place
within God’s story, as displayed most fully in
Jesus Christ. Worship, she says, is the believer’s
participation in divine hospitality, a hospitality
that cannot be sequestered from our economic,
political, or public lives. This in-depth study of
true hospitality will be of interest to professors,
students, and scholars looking for a fresh take on
a timeless subject.

This toolkit of intentional and compassionate
strategies takes an encouraging, incremental
approach to help even small groups get started
quickly. Study the separate chapters on: Imaginative Marketing, The Ministry of Greeting, Crafting Welcoming Materials, Tracking and Involving
Newcomers, and Structuring Groups for Growth.
Then adapt an additional 34 pages of template
forms, brochures, and procedures to your needs
while employing Weeks’ point-by-point recommendations to:

Publisher: BRAZOS PR
Publication Date: 04/2007
Binding: Paperback
ISBN-10: 1587431769
ISBN-13/UPC: 9781587431760
Retail Price: $17.24
Author: Elizabeth Newman

-make sure your signs and property invite, not
confuse;
-create powerful, welcoming ads and print communication;
-train and prepare greeters;
-develop programs to incorporate and track newcomers during their critical first months.
Publisher:
Publication Date:
Binding:
ISBN-10:
ISBN-13/UPC:
Suggested Price:
Cokesbury Price:

Alban,The Institute Inc
09/1992
Paperback
1566990572
9781566990578
$17.00
$13.60 (20% discount)

www.epaumc.org

wardly Persuaded”: Religion of the
Heart in Early British Methodism in
the volume “Heart Religion in the
Methodist Tradition, edited by Richard B. Steele; Teach Me to Pray; a
chapter in Wesleyan Theology Today,
edited by T. Runyan; the 1985, 1988,
1994, 1996, and 1999 Disciplines;
Charles Wesley’s Earliest Evangelical
Sermons; Charles Wesley: Poet and
Theologian; and articles related to
Methodism and spiritual formation
for the New Dictionary of Christian
Theology, Dictionary of Christianity
in America, and the Dictionary of
Ethics and Pastoral Theology.
Tom and his wife, Maryle, have three
married children: Rebekah (30 years
old), April (26 yrs.) and Heather (24
yrs.).
All are welcome at the Celebration
of Ministries, when Rev. Albin will
speak at Annual Conference. Please
invite persons from your church to
hear him speak about “Living as
Christian Disciples” on Wednesday,
June 13 at 7:00 pm.

Marketing Church
Abingdon Press & The Church of the Resurrection Ministry Guides are the #1 choice for recruiting,
motivating, and developing lay leadership for specialized ministries from A to Z.
For those sharing the vision of reaching out
with welcoming arms and a welcoming message,
Marketing Your Church to the Community stands
ready to help. Written clearly, concisely, and entertainingly, this guide will:
* Arm you with ideas for getting your message
right
* Direct you through the marketing options maze
* Help you keep your cool—while getting everything done
Each guide in the Abingdon Press & The
Church of the Resurrection Ministry Guides is
user-friendly, encouraging, and full of ideas that
can be put into use right away—even on a limited
budget or no budget at all!
Publisher: Abingdon Press
Publication Date: 03/2007
Binding: Paperback
ISBN-10: 0687335086
ISBN-13/UPC: 9780687335084
Retail Price: $6.00
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“Nurturing the Connection”
June 13-15, 2007 at the Sheraton Philadelphia City Center Hotel
YOUTH AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Friday, June 15, 2007
Sheraton Philadelphia City Center, 17th and Race Streets, Philadelphia, PA Beginning with Praise and Worship at 8:00 am and ending with the Service of
Ordination, 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm - with programs specially tailored for
Middle and High School Youth, and including Teens in Jeans choir that will
sing for the Annual Conference, and featuring a dynamic speaker: Andrew
Zirschky, who has been named a Timothy Scholar by the UM Foundation for
Evangelism. Registration of $40 includes two meals.

Youth Day Highlights:

The Rev. Mary Ann Moman
Associate General Secretary of the Division of
Ordained Ministry of the UM General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry will lead
the Bible studies at Annual Conference. Rev.
Moman is responsible for the overall administration of the work and programs of the Division of Ordained Ministry, the Ministerial
Education Fund, the Association of United
Methodist Theological Schools, and the Commission on Theological Education. She serves
as the liaison with United Methodist seminaries and provides support for the University
Senate.

Andrew Zirschky
Andrew spent the past decade as a youth and
college minister at churches in Idaho, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and has spoken
widely at youth events in a half dozen countries including South Africa, Mexico and
Mozambique. He’s currently pursuing a
Ph.D. in Practical Theology with a youth
ministry emphasis at Princeton Theological
Seminary and has been named a Timothy
Scholar by the United Methodist Foundation
for Evangelism. In his spare time he enjoys
snowboarding, white water rafting, and hanging out with his wife and 4-year-old son.

“100 Teens in Jeans”

Youth are needed to sing in the “100 Teens in Jeans” Choir. The “100 Teens
in Jeans” Choir will sing at the 221st Annual Conference and Youth Day at
Annual Conference on Friday, June 15, 2007.
Rehearsals will take place at the following locations on these dates:
•Hempfield UMC, Lancaster (SW)- May 20, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
•Lehman Memorial UMC, Hatboro (E) - May 5, 10:00 a.m. -NOON
•Hopewell UMC, Downingtown (SE) - May 19, 10:00 a.m. - NOON
•Eastwick UMC, Philadelphia (SE) - May 17, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

What to bring:

•Bible
•Notebook
•Financial donation to benefit Youth Service Fund
•A wrapped surprise to be auctioned to benefit the Youth Service Fund. (The
mystery gifts should be fun and in good taste.)

For more information, complete brochure, schedule
and registration form, go to:
http://www.epaumc.org/NewsDetails.asp?pageID=1743

Announcements
• The Women In Professional Ministry of EPA Conference will meet on
Thursday morning at 7:30am for breakfast in the Freedom Ballroom. Please
look for the RED balloons! All women in professional ministry are invited to
join us for this time of fellowship. Please remember that any person eating
breakfast must have a meal ticket. Those without meal tickets can purchase
one for $8.00. We look forward to gathering with our sisters in Christ at Annual Conference.
• Deacon’s Luncheon - Friday, June 15, Noon – 1:30 PM in Salon 1. Boxed
lunches will be there for all who are registered for the conference AND who
have indicated the intention of being present. At this luncheon we will be
acknowledging the 10 Year Anniversary of the Order – looking back at our
own history, asking those who have walked the journey to share with those
who are just getting started and all those in between. Our luncheon promises
to be a valuable time of fellowship and celebration.
• An Alumni Luncheon hosted by Lancaster Theological Seminary will be
held on Friday, June 15th of Annual Conference. Designated seating will
be available in the Freedom Ballroom located on the Mezzanine Level. Please
join us from Noon to 1:45 p.m. to hear exciting updates about the Seminary and
its current ministry. If you are a registered member of Annual Conference
and have a meal ticket, simply pick up a box lunch before you join us at the
table! If you are a visitor, you may purchase a meal ticket for $15.00. Questions prior to this event can be directed to Vicki S. Bakes, phone 717-393-0654
Ext. 112, or vbakes@lancasterseminary.edu
•
Kickoff Luncheon Keynote Speaker Amazing Grace Author Eric
Metaxas - On Wednesday June 13, 2007 at 11:30 AM, Eastern Pennsylvania
Evangelical Connection will host an Annual Conference Kickoff Luncheon.
The keynote speaker will be renowned humorist and author Eric Metaxas. Eric
is the author of Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign
to End Slavery which is a companion volume to the movie Amazing Grace by
Bristol Bay Productions. The book has appeared on The New York Times best
seller list. The luncheon will be held in the Philadelphia Ballroom North at
no cost to registered delegates and $15.00 for guests. All lay and clergy delegates will receive an invitation in early May. Please RSVP by May 22. For more
information contact Bob Ladd at 717 269-5508 or jbobladd@ptd.net .
• Celebrating 1OO Years of Social Action - The Eastern Pennsylvania
Chapter of MFSA will host an anniversary dinner beginning at 5:00 PM on
Thursday, June 14, at the Annual Conference. The celebration will feature the
Rev. Dr. Larry Pickens, General Secretary of the General Commission on
Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns. An attorney as well as a pastor,
Dr. Pickens is a former member of the Judicial Council and was a delegate to
past World Methodist Conferences in Nairobi and Singapore. Registered
Annual Conference members may attend this special event by contacting
Jenny Smith at ergojenny@aol.com or 610-279-7981. Conference meal tickets
may be used to cover the cost of the dinner, which will be held in the
Philadelphia Ballroom North. For more information, go to:
www.mfsaweb.org.

Singing Our Faith With Charles Wesley
by Rev. Dr. Charles Yrigoyen
His father was a minister in the
Church of England who was not
much liked by his parishioners for his
strictness and was imprisoned for
debt. His mother was an extraordinary woman who held “irregular”
worship in the parsonage when her
husband was absent for the denominational convocation.
His brother was a strong-willed,
competent clergyman who twisted his
arm to become ordained in the church
of their father and mother. His older
brother also argued him into becoming a missionary to colonial America,
a place he would rather not have visited. In America he crossed verbal
swords with his boss, the Governor of
colonial Georgia, who accused him of
sedition. He did not enjoy good health
for much of his life.
Who was he? None other than one
of the great poets, perhaps the greatest, of Christian history. His name
was Charles Wesley. Born in Epworth,
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England in 1707, we celebrate the 300th
anniversary of his birth this year.
Author of nearly 9,000 poems, some
of them in the hymnbooks of
churches as widely different as Mennonite and Roman Catholic, Charles
is one of the founders of the Methodist side of our denominational heritage. His hymns embody the main
emphases of the Methodist message.
There are sixty-five of his texts in
The United Methodist Hymnal. You are
quite familiar with some of them –
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” “O
For A Thousand Tongues To Sing,”
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,”
“Christ The Lord Is Risen Today.”
Others are not as familiar.
One of the workshops at this year’s
Annual Conference, “Singing Our
Faith With Charles Wesley,” probes
the theological depth of some of
Charles Wesley’s texts. They are sung
poems which lead us to praise God,
plumb the deeper meanings of faith,
and move us into testifying to righteous and holy living in our everyday
life.
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2007 School of Christian Mission
By Frances J. Rivers*
The United Methodist Women of the
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference
will convene the 2007 School of Christian Mission on July 20 at the Inn at
Reading in Wyomissing, PA. The
theme is “Sing Across the Walls”,
which ties together concepts of the
three courses to be offered. Adults
and youth will meet together for the
Spiritual Growth Study titled “Music
and Mission.” The study leader for
this course is Maxine West, who was
on the executive staff of Women’s
Division for 18 years before retiring.
The text for the course is “God’s Mission, God’s Song” written by Joyce D.
Sohl, who served as Deputy General
Secretary, Women’s Division, General
Board of Global Ministries, United
Methodist Church, from 1991-2004.
Participants will have a choice of a
geographic or social issue study in
smaller group sessions. Five groups
examining Israel and Palestine will be
led by the Rev. Robert Coombe from
Yardley UMC, Rev. Robert Hannum
from Lancaster, Margaret Harris from
Arch St. UMC, Judy Nutter from West
Virginia, and David Wildman from the
General Board of Global Ministries.
The text for this study is “Israel and
Palestine: 2007-2008 Mission Study
with Study Guide,” by Steve Goldstein
and Sandra Olewine. The social issue
study titled “Globalization” will be
led by Lonnie Turnipseed from
Lansdale using the text and study

guide “Globalization and Its Impact
on People’s Live” by Elmira Nazombe.
Workshops on Israel and Palestine
will also be offered for children and
youth. The youth study will use the
adult text. The children’s study, led by
the Rev. Mary Jane Kirby from Union
UMC, Havertown, and Mary Ann
Repsher from Bangor, will use the text
“From Palestine to Seattle: Becoming
Neighbors and Friends” by Mary
Davies. All texts may be ordered in
advance from the Mission Resource
Center, P.O. Box 660275, Dallas, TX
75266-0275.
The School of Christian Mission is
held annually for three days to help
local church leaders, including lay
and clergy, men and women, youth
and children, to understand the global
mission of the church and the responsibility of Christians within that
mission. The school also provides
interpretations of the purpose of
United Methodist Women and offers
an integrated program of mission
education, spiritual renewal, Christian social action and program planning. To register, call Ruth Baker at
215-529-0842 or 267-221-9022, by June 13.
For additional information, contact
Barbara Drake, Dean of School of
Christian Mission at 610 446 1394.
*Frances J. Rivers is the Communications Coordinators for the United Methodist Women of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of The United Methodist
Church.

Used Book Sale at Annual Conference
As yet another sign of the season, the annual used book sale returns to our conference session this year. Please bring to the hotel
the books you wish to donate, and don’t forget your checkbook to
purchase other people’s lost treasures! We will have our general
sales tables at ridiculously low prices, as well as our bid table with
antique and rare treasures. We also expect some unique volumes
and sets, which will be available for buyers willing to make an
offer. Look for our 2007 edition of the Annals of Eastern Pennsylvania, which has fascinating articles, including one that asks what
really happened when Richard Allen walked out of St. George’s in
the 1700s. All proceeds go toward the work of the Society to preserve and disseminate our conference’s rich historical legacy. If
you have questions, contact Joe DiPaolo at (610) 688-5650 or
wayneumc.pastor@verizon.net.

Conference celebrates
women’s ministry

Eastwick Worship Center UMC
embarked on one of their largest
outreach ministry events this year!
The City Wide Alabaster Box 2007
Women’s Conference was held April
13-15, 2007, with over 300 women in
attendance. The sanctuary which also
serves as a multi–mission facility
housing the Lena Maloney Community Development Corporation, was
elegantly transformed and adorned
with layers of magenta and chocolate
brown silk drapery to give the feel of
the inside of an alabaster box. The
logistics of the conference allowed for
eight vendors to border the sanctuary
with boutique clothing, fine jewelry,
handbags, art, hand made shirts, and
Clergy apparel.
Friday evening opened with a line
up of exciting preachers. Dr. Dorothy
Watson Tatem, Director of Urban
Ministry, Eastern PA UMC, Evangelist Dorothy Haywood, Evangelist
Elaine Saunders, Min. Benjamina
Jenkins, and Pastor Madelyn Best
introduced the wonderful blessings to
come. Shaking up the house with a
succession of uplifting songs was the
Eastwick Mass Choir, under the direction of psalmist Denise White of Atlanta, GA, who is known for her work
with renowned playwright and film
director Tyler Perry, the choir, set the
stage for the weekend. Addressing the
purpose of the weekend, women uniting and supporting one another as
they dealt with their “Alabaster Box”
was Dr. Rita L. Twiggs. Dr. Twiggs is
an exuberant assistant Pastor for the
T.D. Jake’s Potter’s House. She compelled the awaiting women to examine
their hearts.
Saturday mor ning be gan with a
morning wake up call from Evangelist
Saunders of ECS ministries and
Founder of Molding Disciples Biblical
Institute held at Eastwick Worship Center, who enlightened us with the understanding of the price we pay, passion

we must have, and the prize awaiting
us under the topic “Positioning of a
Woman”. Dr. Twiggs then completed her
teaching reminding us of the “Phoebes”

that support us in our lives in order to
be the women of God we are called to
be. After lunch and refreshments were
served in a lovely outdoor setting, with
banquet seating creatively set in pink
and brown. The afternoon closed with
lessons of the for women from Pastor
Madeline Best, and communion with,
Rev. Harry R. Benson and guest ministers. Finally, the conference closed on
Sunday with Bishop Violet Fisher, Resident Bishop, NY West Area, UMC reminding us “the purpose of the praise
poured’ onto Jesus because of what He
has done for us and the more He has
done for us, the greater our praise
should be.”
Proceeds from the City Wide Alabaster Box 2007 Women’s conference are going to support the Eastwick Worship
Center’s recently renovated new teen
facility The C.R.I.B., Community Recreational Instructional Building. The
C.R.I.B. is a state of the art facility developed under the vision and direction
of Senior Pastor Rev. Harry R. Benson,
Jr. The C.R.I.B. will address the issues
of increased crime and violence, substandard education, and a lack of access to opportunities our young people
are facing daily in Southwest Philadelphia. The C.R.I.B. will provide leadership development, after school tutoring,
entrepreneurship training, recreational activities, drama arts, and discipleship training for participants from
age 8-18. For more information about
the CRIB call 215-365-4001.

Candidacy Mentor and Clergy Mentor Training
Elders and Local Pastors (who
have completed the Course of study)
are invited to attend Candidacy Mentor and Clergy Mentor Training on
Wednesday, June 6, 2007 at Tindley
Temple United Methodist Church
750-762 S. Broad Street, Phila, Pa.
19146. Training will begin
promptly at 9:00 am end at 1:00
pm.
Candidacy mentors work with candidates for ministry through the candidacy process until such time as a
candidate begins serving in an appointive ministry as a local pastor or a
commissioned minister. Clergy mentors work with local pastors to the
point of completion of the Course of
Study and with probationary members

until ordination. For a full description of the differences and responsibilities of each type of mentor, refer to
349 in The Book of Discipline.
The Rev. Richard H. Andrews, Candidacy Liaison for the Board of Ordained Ministry, will present the Candidacy Mentor training from 9 am to
10:45 am.
The Rev. Timothy J. Patterson, Probationary Program Liaison for the
Board of Ordained Ministry, and The
Rev. Allen G. Jenkins Jr., Chair of The
Central District Committee on Ordained Ministry, and Rev. Lloyd F.
Speer III will present the Clergy
Mentor training from 11:00 am to 1:00
pm Local Pastors (who have completed the Course of Study) and El-

ders are strongly urged and encouraged to receive both trainings. By
scheduling both trainings on the same
day, participants can be trained to be
both kinds of mentors without taking
a second day. Also, the roles of each
type of mentor and their respective
responsibilities will be more distinct.
Because the role of Clergy Mentor is not that of a supervisor,
it is recommended that those being
mentored participate in the training beginning at 11 am.
Among the professional responsibilities that Elders in full connection to the annual conference are
expected to fulfill and that represent
a fundamental part of their accountability and a primary basis of their
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continued eligibility for annual appointment is the willingness to assume supervisory and mentoring
responsibilities within the connection (334.2.e, The Book of Discipline)
In preparation for this important
training, please obtain, and read
ahead of time, a copy of Clergy
Mentoring Manual: 2005 edition
(Cokesbury ISBN#522395) - now
on sale for $8.00). By coming to the
training prepared, the session will be
able to take on a greater depth.
To register your attendance, call or
email the Central District Office at
215-878-4607. (Walk in accepted)
Rev. Dr. William Gary George,
Central District, Superintendent
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Retirees’ 423 years of service celebrated at luncheon
Sixteen clergy members of The Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of The
United Methodist Church were celebrated at a luncheon in their honor
on May 10, 2007 at the Reading Country Club.
Rev. Larry Carl, who retired in 2006,
was Master of Ceremonies for the
recognition. Rev. Thomas and Mrs.
Dixie Hall played a prelude of musical
selections on trumpet and piano. The
assembled group of current and past
retirees, Eastern Pennsylvania Conference cabinet and staff, and members of the Board of Pensions and
Health Benefits joined together in
singing the favorite hymn of each
retiree.
Bishop Marcus Matthews honored
each retiree, and presented each with
a gift on behalf of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. Acknowledging
the busy schedules of pastors and
clergy, he encouraged the retirees to
“go and do whatever is your passion!
Do something you always wanted to
do and never had time.” Bishop
Matthews also urged them to take of
their health with good eating habits
and exercise, honoring their bodies as
“temples of God.” He added, “God is
blessing us with technology and various tools to keep in touch. Stay in
touch! The Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference is your home; we want you
to feel that way and to be a part of our
events. We need you to help us become
the kind of Annual Conference God
would be proud of as we make disciples of Jesus Christ.”
These sixteen clergy members retiring in 2007 represent more than 423
years of faithful service in the United
Methodist Church:

From left to right (Back row): Rev. Kenneth H. O’Neal, Rev. Connie K. Stiller, Rev. Gilbert R. Rendle, Rev. Dennis E. Spangler, Rev. C.
Michael Roney, Rev. Ronald L. Bickhart, Rev. Dennis R. Emrick, and Rev. Jon Swenson. (Front row) Rev. Bernice K. Carr, Rev.
Barbara L. Hartman, Bishop Marcus Matthews, Rev. Mary E. Hoskins, Rev. Robert G. Argot, and Rev. Joseph Leggieri.

•
•
•
•
•

Rev. Robert G. Argot, retiring
from Richmond UMC;
Rev. Ronald L. Bickhart, retiring
from Harmony UMC;
Rev. Bernice K. Carr, retiring from
service as a public school teacher,
and continuing as minister of
music at Janes Memorial UMC;
Rev. Edgar W. Donnon, retiring
from Pomeroy UMC;
Rev. Dennis R. Emrick, retiring
from Churchtown UMC (parttime), and continuing with Kirby
Smith Assoc.;

The Delaware Valley Chapter of the Church and Synagogue Library Association announces

A conference designed for librarians of all
faiths
July 14-17, 2007
The Church and Synagogue Library Association, an organization
of congregational librarians across the US and Canada, will hold its
40th annual conference at The Inn at Valley Forge in suburban Philadelphia, July 14-17, 2007. CSLA serves religious libraries through
publications and regional chapters and holds an annual 4-day conference to provide an opportunity for continuing education in library
practices and sharing experiences in the field.
This year the Delaware Valley Chapter of CSLA plans a program
that includes nationally recognized speakers, workshops, local authors, and entertainment, along with tours to congregational libraries
and historic and cultural sites.
FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION VISIT THE CSLA
WEBSITE: www.cslainfo.org/conference.html

•
•
•

•

Rev. Barbara L. Hartman, retiring
from Hopewell UMC;
Rev. Mary Elizabeth Hoskins,
retiring from Willow Street:
Boehms UMC;
Rev. Joseph Leggieri, retiring from
extension ministry, and continu
ing as Director of Pastoral Care
and Education at Thomas
Jefferson University Hospital;
Rev. Kenneth H. O’Neal, retiring
from Glossbrenner UMC in
Mount Joy;

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rev. Gilbert R. Rendle, retiring
from extension ministry with the
Alban Institute;
Rev. C. Michael Roney, retiring
from West Willow UMC;
Rev. Dennis E. Spangler, retiring
from Emmanuel UMC in
Brownstown;
Rev. William Stelger, retiring from
Grace UMC in Catasauqua;
Rev. Connie K. Stiller, retiring
from St. Paul’s UMC in Drums;
Rev. Jon E. Swenson, retiring from
Bethlehem UMC in Thornton;
Rev. Thomas A. Weeple.

Why Do We Sing “And Are We Yet
Alive” at the Opening of Annual Conference?
by Dean B. McIntyre*
It happens at this time of the year all over the world at Methodist and
United Methodist sessions of annual conference and other gatherings. We
gather together — clergy and laity, members, guests, and friends — and we
stand and sing lustily and with good courage the great Charles Wesley
hymn, “And Are We Yet Alive.” It is a moment of celebration of our common heritage and common mission and the ties that bind us in the faith
and the connection, and it is a moment of thanks to God for the experiences we have had since our last gathering.
Where did the custom arise of singing this hymn at the opening of our
conferences?
“And Are We Yet Alive” first appeared in the Wesleys’ 1749 hymnal,
Hymns And Sacred Poems. In 1780 John included it in his A Collection of
Hymns for the Use of the People Called Methodist as the first hymn in the
section titled “For the Society . . . at meeting.” It was John himself who
began the custom of opening the annual meeting of Methodists by singing this hymn. The practice was picked up by Methodists around the
world, and it largely continues today. There is no requirement that this be
the opening hymn at annual conference; but it is, indeed, a cherished custom.
*Dean McIntyre (dmcintyre@gbod.org) is the Director of Music Resources
for The United Methodist General Board of Discipleship. Copyright © 2005
The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO Box
340003, Nashville TN 37203-0003. Worship website: www.umcworship.org .
This article may be printed, copied, distributed, reprinted in church bulletins
or newsletters, or otherwise used for nonprofit local church worship or education with the inclusion of the copyright citation and General Board of Discipleship worship website as its source. It may not be used for profit or republication without prior permission. It may not be reproduced on another website,
although other websites are welcome to link to it.
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Church giving makes upward strides

CALLING YOUNG ADULTS

continued from page 1
paid a total of $6,160,373, or 32% of the
total of $19,376,661 that is apportioned
and billed for 2007. The annual conference pays more than $20,000,000 in bills
each year, most of which directly serve
our conference congregations. Income
for all funds for the first four months
of 2007 shows an 8% increase in dollars over the same period in 2006. And
that increase comes after last year’s
5.6% January-April increase over 2005.
Expenses have also increased at similar rates.
“The most important message here
is about the ministry that is made
possible by the faithful giving of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference
churches,” said the Rev. Lillian Smith,
director of connectional ministries.
“Because of our churches’ commitment to our connection, people of all
ages are growing in discipleship and
spiritual leadership.”
The conference is reaching out to
our communities through thirteen
new congregations that have been
started since 1999, which are serving
new communities for Christ. Many of
the new church starts are multi-cultural, multi-ethnic and multi-lingual.
Two congregations are being started
in 2007: Familia de Fe and Fruit of the
Vine. A new ministry will reach the
Chinese community on the East District.
Older Adult Ministries of the Conference continue to ensure that our
Seniors continue to live out their
Christian witness.
With a passion for young people’s
ministries, Rev. Smith said, “We celebrate that we were able to send
twelve young people from the Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference to attend the
first-ever Global Young People’s Convocation and Legislative Assembly in
Johannesburg, South Africa. Ours was
the largest non-voting delegation in
attendance. Through the shared ministry of our churches, youth from the
conference will grow in faith and discipleship - with 10,000 other youth
from across the nation - at SPLAT!
Youth ’07, July 11-15, 2007, in Greensboro, N.C. This year, this conference
will hire a part-time Coordinator of
Ministries with Young People, which
will support ministry with youth and
young adults in our 475 churches.
Urban children and youth have opportunities to thrive through afterschool/in-school academic support and

conflict resolution and or vocation
training in Christian settings. This
ministry is made possible by Congregational Transformation Team grants
from our Connectional Ministry
Funds, which are going to congregations to launch these new ministry
initiatives. And because of you,
Carson-Simpson Camp is embarking
on a plan to expand its facilities with
construction of year-round overnight
accommodations for camping and
retreats.”
Among important conference ministries is our Healing the Wounds of
Racism Workshops, which are promoting racial reconciliation among God’s
multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multilingual family. This program is expanding as area public schools are
requesting the workshops.
Through the Connectional Ministry
Fund and through the United Methodist General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, clergy and laity are
provided scholarships to attend training and continuing education opportunities; scholarships are also
awarded to undergraduate United
Methodist students. Together,
through Higher Education and Ministry, the Black College Fund, and the
Africa University Fund, as well as
through 125 colleges and 23 seminaries, we educate Christian leaders of
tomorrow.
Rev. Smith recalled the words Paul
wrote to the Church in Philippi, “I
thank my God every time I remember
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I
always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel from the
first day until now…” Philippians 1: 35
The Conference Council on Finance
and Administration gives thanks to
God for the faithfulness of Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference congregations to the connectional ministries
we share. Let’s celebrate and work
together to fulfill our mission to make
disciples of Jesus Christ in Eastern
Pennsylvania and around the world
and to care for the ministry of administration that empowers our mission
locally, regionally, and globally!
* The Rev. Thomas Jackmon is chair
and the Rev. Kent Kroehler is vice-chair
of the Conference Council on Finance
and Administration.

Wesley Heritage Tour becomes
gift of appreciation
Rev. Gary L. Meekins and his wife, Fonda will be
attending the “Wesley Heritage Educational Trip” to
England with Bishop and Mrs. Marcus Matthews.
The Pocono Lake United Methodist church family
and friends been blessed by the Meekins’ spiritual
commitment to the congregation and community and
are showing their deep appreciation by providing
total funding for the Meekins’ 9-day educational voyage in celebration of the 300th anniversary of Charles
Wesley’s birth.
If your church would like to honor your pastor(s)
in this way or if you would like to go, please contact
EO Tours, 1-863-648-0383, and ask to sign up for the
Wesley Heritage Tour with Bishop Marcus Matthews
of the Philadelphia Area of The United Methodist
Church.

TO
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Sheraton Park Ridge Hotel, King of Prussia PA
August 4, 2007

Dialogue with Rev. Chris Brady
Register at Annual Conference at the Board of Lay Ministry Table

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
JUNE 29, 2007

24th Annual Academy for
Laity
August 3-5, 2007
Sheraton Park Ridge Hotel
Conference Center
King of Prussia PA
“Sharing our Faith—in the Church, in the Community, and in
the World”
Basic Course for beginning Christ Servant Ministers
New Advanced Courses for CSM Certification in
Leading, Communicating and Caring
Open to all laity in Eastern PA Conference
The Academy for Laity is sponsored by the Conference Board
of Lay Ministry in coordination with the Conference CSM
Work Team
Registration Brochure is now available at:
www.gbgm-umc.org/csm
For information: Contact Verna Colliver, Dean of the
Academy for Laity at: vcolliver@comcast.net or 215 855 0797
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JUNE 29, 2007
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Classifieds Who Wins the Spending Tug of War?
by Stacy J. Martin*
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT MINISTRIES/PASTORAL ASST - full time
position at Ruhl’s UMC to lead a thriving, energetic ministry with students,
to continue and develop the year
round ministry programs through
weekly meetings and monthly activities that creates opportunities for
maturity, ministry and mission with a
strong use of lay volunteers. The
successful candidate must have a
strong commitment to Jesus Christ
and Biblical values. Ruhl’s U. M.
Church is an active evangelical, purpose-driven congregation currently
averaging 300+ for Sunday Worship
with exciting growth in discipleship,
fellowship, ministry and missions.
Skills in teaching/preaching, computer and music would be a great
complement to existing ministry
teams and small groups. Salary and
benefits will be negotiated with a
minimum of $30,000. Please forward
resume, salary requirements and
cover letter to
ruhlsumc@onemain.com., or mail to
Ruhl’s UMC, Attn. Linda Brown, 4810
Elizabethtown Road, Manheim, PA
17545.

Spouses deal with this all the time,
at all levels of income. So do our local
churches. For our churches, the two
sides may be within the Trustees with
one side saying, “We need to preserve
principal” and the other “God will
provide”. Or, the tug of war is between
the Trustees and those doing ministry
or seeking to expand the church’s
ministries. Certainly everyone wants
his or her church to continue its long
history well into the future. Everyone
knows there are many needs in our
communities at home and abroad.
Can compromise be found within the
marriage of our church relationships?
Like a marriage, it first requires
honest communication about the
needs and plans. Time must be spent
estimating the proposed expenditures
for the ministries, and, assessing and
forecasting the known expenditures –
funds needed for maintenance of facilities, funding shortfalls in the operating budget, etc. People need to share
their goals and dreams and listen just
as passionately as they expressed
their goals. Together the two sides
can commit to the amount agreed
upon. Budget is not a nasty word, but

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION #2007-16A
RESOLUTION TO PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATION IN RECEIVING MEMBERS INTO UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATIONS
PRESENTED BY REV. GARY L. LAKE DILLENSNYDER (CLERGY MEMBER EPA)
WHEREAS, The United Methodist Church (UMC) acknowledges that all persons are of sacred worth; and
WHEREAS, The United Methodist Church (UMC) has historically welcomed
into membership “all persons without regard to race, color, national origin,
status, or economic condition” per Article IV of the Constitution; and
WHEREAS, in its Decision 1032 the Judicial Council of The United Methodist
Church supported one UMC pastor’s refusal of membership to a person seeking
membership because of the “aspiring member’s sexual orientation and practice”, and overruled decisions by the district superintendent, bishop, and the
Annual Conference clergy session requiring that the pastor welcome this individual into membership; and
WHEREAS, the UMC Bishops unanimously stated in a November 2, 2005 Council of Bishops Pastoral Letter that “homosexuality is not a barrier [for
membership]…and…the General Conference has clearly spoken through the
denomination’s Constitution on inclusiveness and justice for all as it relates to
church membership”; (1) and quoted from paragraph 161g of the Book of Discipline: “…God’s grace is available to all, and we will seek to live together in
Christian community. We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons”; and
WHEREAS, the Council of Bishops Pastoral Letter (Nov. 2, 2005) further affirmed “our Wesleyan practice that pastors are accountable to the bishop, superintendent, and the clergy on matters of ministry and membership” (2); and
WHEREAS, The United Methodist Church has implemented the advertising
strategy “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors’ to welcome newcomers and
win disciples for Christ; and
WHEREAS, John Wesley preached that the church is the means of dispensing
the grace of God to all who seek it; Romans 15:7 says “Welcome one another,
therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you”; Mark 10:14 says “But when Jesus
saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; and
do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God”; 1 Corinthians 12;13a
says “For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body”; Galatians 3:28
says “There is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female; for you are
all one in Christ Jesus”; and John 13:35 says “everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that The Eastern Pennsylvania Conference
of The United Methodist Church believes that Judicial Council Decision 1032 is
inconsistent with Christian teachings, and contrary to The United Methodist
Church Constitution.
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that from this day forward, the
Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference will model inclusive behavior by
expecting and encouraging its congregations and clergy to abide by the principle: Membership in any local church in the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual
Conference shall not be denied on the basis of race, color, national origin, economic condition, gender, marital status, sexual orientation, ability or disability,
or any other status.
Person Responsible for Presenting Resolution: The Rev. Gary L.
Dillensnyder

rather, a number assigned to a joint
commitment.
Marriage, like all our relationships,
is a series of negotiations and compromise. What each partner wants versus
what they are willing to sacrifice to
get it. Dr. Phil of TV fame poses the
following question to stubborn
spouses: “how’s that working for
you?” His question suggests that the
spouse needs to seriously consider
changing their behavior in order for
new results to be realized. Dr. Phil is
not suggesting abandoning your convictions, just your approach and tactics. Conversations at the church
level that begin with “we have never
done it that way” or “we always …” or
“this church never …” will end as
quickly as they started. Rather, the
savers need to think outside the box
for a change, spend time considering
new ways of investing and allocating
the churches resources. For the
spenders, invest some time in learning
about inflation and purchasing power
– investment words for “what will our
endowment be able to pay for in future
generations”. Educating each other
can be fun and will lead to deeper relationships within your church family.

The Foundation does not offer talk
therapy but we do offer resources and
services to assist both the savers and
the spenders. Through the use of
asset allocation and reasonable spending policies, both teams in the game
can put down their end of the rope
and answer God’s call. God has provided the opportunity for us to have
the resources and the skills to maximize those resources to do his work.
The Foundation works with its clients
to address these questions and to
provide assistance in working
through the computations and decisions. Should your church be interested in learning more about this
topic, please contact me.
*For more information or materials
please contact Stacy J. Martin, Executive
Director of the Eastern Pennsylvania
Peninsula United Methodist Foundation.

RESOLUTION #2007-17A
RESOLUTION ON CLUSTER BOMBS
PRESENTED BY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
LANCASTER, PA - CHURCH AND SOCIETY TEAM
WHEREAS, a cluster munition consists of a canister designed to open in midair and disburse smaller components, often referred to as bomblets or grenades.
The wide disbursal pattern of the many cluster bombs was intended to attack
large-scale troop deployments. In current modes of warfare, however, such
patterns will, more often than not, target civilian populations in the area. This
poses two principal threats:
1. There are significant civilian deaths and injuries in the targeted area;
2. Since about 40% of these bomblets do not detonate upon impact, these explosive remnants remain a threat to the civilian population long after hostilities
have ceased. They remain a particular threat to curious children, who do not
recognize them for what they are nor the danger that they pose; and
WHEREAS, civilian populations are put in jeopardy due to cluster bombs, when
cluster bombs are used in or near population centers, and when cluster bombs are
used against a target whose pricewise location is unknown; and when cluster
bombs are dropped from too high an altitude; and when cluster bombs are fired
from rocket-based system; and
WHEREAS, there is a significant post-conflict threat to civilians from unexploded
bomblets, when cluster bombs are used in or near populated areas, and when
cluster bombs are used over soft terrain, such as mud, sand, swamp, etc.; and when
aging or poorly maintained bombs are used; and when cluster bombs with a known
high failure rate are used; and
WHEREAS, these cluster bombs have been used at a rate of about 3 million
during a relatively short period of combat, such as in the recent Lebanon conflict;
and
WHEREAS, whereas Senate Bill S 594, the Cluster Munitions Civilian Protection
Act, is now before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and a corresponding
bill, HR 1755, is now before the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the House of
Representatives; and
WHEREAS, there are now billions of such cluster bombs in the arsenals of more
than 70 nations; and
WHEREAS, the significant threat to civilian populations is in violation of Protocol 1 of the United Nations Convention on Conventional Weapons.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that The Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of
The United Methodist Church will urge Pennsylvania’s Senators Specter and Casey
to support the passage of Senate Bill, S 594; and the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference will contact all of the representatives within the boundaries of the Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference and urge them to seek the passage of HR 1755; and the
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference will urge them to seek the passage of HR 1755;
and the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference will communicate with the President
and the Secretaries of State and Defense to urge that this legislation be enacted
into law; and
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference will communicate with the President and the Secretary of State to urge them
to support the Norwegian-led initiative in the United Nations, which seeks to
formulate a treaty which will ban the use of cluster munitions, and that the
United States will be an active participant in the negotiations that will lead to a
universal agreement that will, in fact, ban the use of cluster munitions..
Person Responsible for Presenting Resolution:
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YOUTH 2007
Youth ‘07
July 11-15, 2007
Greensboro, North Carolina
Join the 10,000 United Methodist
youth and Youth Workers in
Greensboro for a “Total Youth
Experience.” The week will include
“Rock the House” Praise and Worship,
splatshops, and more. A bus will be
leaving from each district. The costs
associated with the event are as
follows:
Youth - Costs: $200 - Registration
for the event; $ 99 - Hotel (four to a
room); $ 60 - Lunch and dinner (for
youth); *Breakfast will be provided
each morning, at the hotel; $ 75 Transportation on a coach bus; $434 Total amount
Adult Chaperones - Costs: $200 Registration for the event; $ 99 Hotel ( four to a room); $ 110 - Lunch
and dinner; *Breakfast will be
provided each morning, at the hotel;
$ 75 Transportation on a coach bus;
$484 - Total amount
For Youth Leaders:
Step one: Register your youth
group for the event. www.youth07.org.
Click on Register and pay on-line
Step two: Reserve your hotel rooms
at 1-336-434-5200. Please indicate that
you are with the Eastern
Pennsylvania Group.

Step three: Contact Jim Wilkin, at
the EPA Conference Office, at 1-800828-9093 to reserve space on the bus.
For Congregations:
Pray for the event and all of the
participants. Help financially sponsor
youth from your congregation on this
trip.
Sponsored by the General Board of
Discipleship, this event is held once
every four years.
For more information about the
event visit the website at
www.youth2007.org . For more
information about the bus trip,
contact Jim Wilkin at
jim.wilkin@epaumc.org or 610-6669090, ext. 225.

Wesley Heritage Tour
9 Exciting and Educational Days
Join Bishop and Mrs. Matthews and
the Philadelphia Conference
Depart on August 6, 2007
Philadelphia or Baltimore from
$2298*
*Plus taxes, tips, fees, etc.

United Methodist Night
Your Journey of a Lifetime Includes: at the Phillies
*Roundtrip Airfare *Week Stay in First Class Midlands

JUL
Y 28, 2007
JULY

Hotel *Daily Breakfast and Dinner (dinner in London on
your own) *Deluxe Motorcoaches *Guided Sightseeing
*Entrance Fees *Study Guide *Lecture Program

Phillies vs. Pirates
@7p
.m.
p.m.

Educational Program:

*Asbury House, Birmingham *New Room and Charles
Wesley House, Bristol *City Road Chapel, London *Old
Rectory and St. Andrews Church, Epworth *Coventry
Cathedral, Coventry *St. Mary de Crypt, Gloucester

For brochure contact the conference office at 1-800-828-9093
or e-mail Amy Botti at amy.botti@epaumc.org.

vs

Look for ticket order forms in your
church office. A UM Men’s Choir
will sing the National Anthem.

www.epaumc.org

