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South Carolina State University commemo-
rated 110 years of educating the citizens of South
Carolina and from around the nation during its
Founders’ Day Week-
end, March 3-5, 2006.

During the celebra-
tion, Bishop Marcus
Matthews, ’68, was
one of nine to receive
the Distinguished
Alumnus award.
Also honored on the
occasion were the fol-
lowing:  Mr. John
Funny, ’87, U.S. Con-
gressman James E.,
‘61 and Mrs. Emily E.
Clyburn, ’61, Mr.
Brantley Edward
Evans Sr., Dr. Lillie
Beasley Glover, ’61,
Mr. F. Richard
Harmon Jr., Mrs.
Margaret Wade

The United Methodist Committee on
Relief will offer Disaster Response Basic
Training on Saturday, April 8, 9:00 am to
3:00 pm at Camp Innabah.

This is an extraordinary training op-
portunity never before offered in the
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.  The
United Methodist Committee on Relief

presents this training for all inter-
ested persons in Eastern Pennsylva-
nia Conference churches.  

No community is immune from
disaster.  The time for individuals
and congregations to prepare for a
disaster in their community is be-
fore a disaster happens.  

This one day training will cover
all the basics of disaster re-
sponse:

     *  Volunteer management
     *  Ministry of caring
     *  Caring for children, youth,

adults, and older adults…and to
congregations after traumatic events

     *  How to manage donations
     *  Case management – one on

one ministry and helping disaster
victims to access available resources

     *  Overview of how disaster
response plan should be put together

     *  How to access funding from
UMCOR

Bishop Matthews
honored as
distinguished
alumnus

UMCOR to offer Disaster
Response Training

Africa University Choir to sing at Annual Conference

continues on page 6continues on page 6

See page 8 for article

The world-renowned Africa University Choir will sing at Opening Worship for Annual Conference 2006 on the evening of  Wednesday,
June 21. The choir is pictured here at Africa University graduation in May 2005.

Larry P. Powell, Sr., who will present the Disaster
Response Basic Training, is currently with UMCOR
on field assignment responding to Hurricane
Katrina. He is pictured here with a rescued puppy.

New Workshops
and Agenda  for
Annual Confer-
ence June 22-23
Page 8

Bishop Matthews
celebrates his 60th
Birthday
See page 3

Bishop Matthews offers the
invication at the 110th
Founder’s Day Program.
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 APRIL 7
Gretna Glen Capital Campaign Ban-
quet  Willow Valley Palm Court. Come
join us as we share how our history has
shaped the current ministry and facili-
ties as we carry on the tradition of touch-
ing live. Learn about our Master Plan for
growth at Gretna Glen Camp & Retreat
Center. Be inspired to partner with us
financially as Gretna Glen moves into
the future, expanding and growing to
meet the needs of  our camp family,
friends, and local communities. If you
are interested in attending, call the camp
at (717) 273-6525 for more information or
to make a reservation.

APRIL 8
UMCOR Disaster Response Training
Saturday, April 8, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at
Camp Innabah.  Tom Hazlewood, domes-
tic disaster response coordinator for the
United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR), will lead this basic training,
offered for the first time in the EPA Con-
ference. Anyone interested in disaster
response is invited to attend. The train-
ing will be helpful for those interested in
disaster response in our Annual Confer-
ence, our region, or around the world.
Registration fee is $15, and includes
lunch and a snack in the morning. 
Registration deadline is April 3rd.  Lim-
ited to a maximum of 100 registrants.
To register, please mail your name, ad-
dress, email address, and phone number
along with check for $15 made payable to
EPA Conference to: Evangeline Johnson,
Event Planner, P.O. Box 820, Valley Forge,
PA  19482-0820;
 evangeline.johnson@epaumc.org; 
1-800-828-9093, ext. 215.  Camp Innabah is
located at 712 Pughtown Road, Spring
City, PA 19475; phone: 610-469-6111.  For
directions, go to: www.innabah.org.

APRIL 9
Dance Lessons at Chatham UMC- 2nd
Sunday of every month, 9:30 AM - Join
us for Sunday School; 10:30 AM Join us
for Worship; 11:30 AM - Join us for a
Social Lunch (no reservations needed
unless you are bringing a large crowd).
12:30 PM - Dance lessons Liturgical dance
by Angie and Cindy Velez-Lisman, fun
dances, and a ballroom lesson by Pastor
& Lisa.  For more info contact Rev. Bob
Crane, rcrane@chesco.com or 610.869.9401

APRIL 15
Fishermen’s Breakfast: Calling all
Fishermen (and ladies) - On the first
day of Trout Season at 6 am - 11 am.
Glenmoore UMC, Creek Road in
Glenmoore.  Come Early! Plenty of good
fishing locally! See you there!

APRIL 20
Basic Sexual Ethics Course from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at Camp Innabah.  Leaders: Dr.
Donna Fiedler and Dr. Gary George.  For
pastors who have not taken a sexual
ethics course with the Conference and for
those candidates and local pastors com-
ing into the Conference.  To register:
Email Cecile Grantham at
cgrantham@verizon.net
or mail to 2285 Heather Lane, Pottstown,
PA 19464 or leave phone message at 610-
324-9703.   The cost is $25.  The next
Basic Sexual Ethics Course will be of-
fered in the spring of 2007.

APRIL 22
ReconneXion to Justice: Rev. Gil
Caldwell launches series - The Method-
ist Federation for Social Action, an inde-
pendent voice for justice within
methodism since 1907, is
sponsoring ReconneXion to Justice, a
new series of  thought-provoking conver-
sations about justice, liberation, and
peace for laity, clergy and the community

at large.  Rev. Gil Caldwell will be the
keynote speaker at our inaugural gather-
ing on Saturday, April 22, 9:30 am to 3 pm
at Arch Street UM Church, to speak on
Alternatives to Exclusion: Sexual Identity
and Orientation.   Rev. Caldwell is eager
to share what has taken place in his life
spiritually, theologically, and in his views
on justice, reconciliation and physicality,
since he left Eastern Pennsylvania in
1994.  He is one of the founders of  Black
Methodists for Church Renewal, and is
currently a co-convenor of  United Meth-
odists of Color for a Fully Inclusive
Church.  Rev. Caldwell served as the
Minister of St. Daniel’s UMC in Chester
and also as the District Superintendent of
the West Chester District. He left the
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference in 1994
to become Minister of St. Mark’s UMC in
Harlem, and retired from Park Hill UMC
in Denver in 2001.  Arch Street UM
Church is located at the corner of Broad
and Arch Streets in Center City Philadel-
phia.   For further information, a bro-
chure, or to register, contact Margaret
Harris at mharris@voicenet.com or by
phone at 215-568-2206.

APRIL 23
Men’s Day at St. Daniel’s
The Men of St. Daniel’s United Methodist
Church invite you to attend their special
Men’s Day Service on Sunday, April 23,
2006.  The guest preacher at the 10:30 am
worship service will be Rev. Irving D.
Fryar, former Eagle and NFL football
player.  Rev Fryar is also the founder and
pastor of the New Jerusalem House of
God in Burlington, New Jersey.  He is a
powerful preacher and we invite you to
come out and hear his testimony.  St.
Daniel’s is located at 315 Edwards Street
in Chester.  Rev. Herbert Coe, Sr. Pastor.

APRIL 25
Advanced Sexual Ethics Course Sab-
bath Retreat: Recreation for the Soul
 9:30 am-3:30 pm at Pocono Plateau Pro-
gram Center, Cresco, PA.  Leader: Susan
Cole, D.Min., Spiritual Director and UM
Clergy.  Cost:  $25, check payable to
EPAUMC.  This workshop fulfills the
requirement for .5 CEU in Advanced
Sexual Ethics.  Clergy who have already
taken the Basic Sexual Ethics Course are
required to take one advanced course
every 4 years.  Time to listen for God’s
voice in music and poetry, or watch for
God’s hand in art and the created world.
Space to simply rest in God. Solitude as
well as group prayer and sharing. Reflec-
tion on holy time and space: sacred
boundaries. Opportunity to let God do a
new thing in you.  Bring your journal, if
you have one, and comfortable clothes
and shoes for walking outside.   To regis-
ter:  Contact Clarita Krall,
clarita.krall@epaumc.org; c/o East Dis-
trict Office, Huntingdon Valley UMC,
3470 Huntingdon Pike, Huntingdon Val-
ley, PA. 19006; 215-914-2130.

APRIL 29
Unique Service Opportunity:  Tour
Guides Needed.  If United Methodist
heritage interests you, if  you have a gift
for hospitality and working with all kinds
of people, if you are a history buff and
enjoy being around Independence Hall
National Park and the excitement that is
Old City Philadelphia, then Historic St.
George’s has just the thing for you – a
Tour and Tour Guide training event
scheduled for Saturday April 29 from 10
am – 3 pm at the church.  Serving thou-
sands of  visitors each year – Youth Con-
formation Classes, Adult New Member
Classes, Pan Methodist, high school,
college and Sr. Citizens  groups along with
dozens of United Methodist visitors from
around the world – St. George’s relies on
a committed cadre of volunteers to tell

the dynamic stories of early Methodism
stemming from here.  The Tour and Tour
Guide training day will feature learning
times in United Methodist History lead by
Drs. Ken Rowe (Church History, Drew
University), Jeffery Leath (Pastor, Mother
Bethel AME Church), Rev. Fred Day (Pas-
tor, Historic St. George’s) and sample tours
led by members of the current Guide
Guild.  There will be a free luncheon.   To
register contact St. George’s at 215 925
7788 or by e-mail stgeorges@attglobal.net
by April 24.

APRIL 28-30
Mountain Bike Weekend at Gretna
Glen Camp
Enjoy a weekend of mountain biking in
the Mt. Gretna area. Camp & rope course
activities, campfires, Christian fellowship,
and worship are also planned. This will
be an exciting weekend for teens and
adults. Call the camp at 717-273-6525 or e-
mail coordinator@gretnaglen.org  for a
brochure and registration form.

AUGUST 11-13
THE 23RD ACADEMY FOR LAITY
“Growing in Faith to Serve Christ -
In the Local Church, the Community,
and the World”
see page 10 for more information and
descriptions.

CHOIR FESTIVAL TO CELEBRATE
300TH ANNIVERSARY OF CHARLES
WESLEY’S BIRTHDAY
In 2007, we celebrate the 300th anniver-
sary of the birth of one of the most pro-
lific hymn writers in history - Charles
Wesley.  To celebrate the life, mission, and
music of this great individual, Music
Celebrations International is organizing a
Choir Festival in the Lincoln Center in
New York City and we are inviting Meth-
odist Choirs from across the country to
come together in New York to fellowship
through music and to share the Message
through song. A new commissioned piece
entitled “Directions for Singing” will be
premiered at this event with full orches-
tra.  The goal is to have representation
from each jurisdication at this event. 
http://www.musiccelebrations.com/
wesley_choral_festival.html
Luke Wiscombe Music Celebrations Inter-
national, 1440 S. Priest Dr., #102, Tempe,
AZ  85281 800-395-2036, 480-894-5137 (Fax)
luke@musiccelebrations.com
www.musiccelebrations.com

Share the news with your church’s
leadership:
Anyone may subscribe to get EPA
Conference email.  Go to:
www.umcom.org
and click on “Sign up Now!” to sign up as
a subscriber to “epaconference” group
email.
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In Memoriam
Mrs. Emily Elizabeth Shopland Bubel,
age 93, widow of  the Rev. Albert F. Bubel,
deceased pastor of the Eastern Pennsyl-
vania Conference.
She was born in Scranton, PA on July 13,
1912 to Harry Clark Shopland and Betty
Cordelia Berlin Shopland. She departed
this life on Thursday, March 9, 2006 at
The Heritage Towers Skilled Nursing
Facility, a United Methodist retirement
community in Doylestown, PA. Emily was
preceded in death by her husband, the
Rev. Albert F. Bubel, and her daughter,
Christine E. Pennington, wife of  Peter, of
Camp Hill, PA. Her infant daughter,
Emily, her sister, May, and her brother,
Edwin, also preceded her in death. Emily
was a loving and devoted wife, mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother. She
and her husband built a loving home
based on Christian values. Her husband
of sixty-seven years was fond of saying
of  her, “Your mother is not one in a mil-
lion - she is one in a lifetime.”
Rev. Bubel served the following appoint-
ments: Danielsville; Phoenixville; Chap-
lain at Bowling Brook Home for Boys;
Paradise; Honorable Location; and
Analomink-Cherry Lane. He retired in
1977 and passed away in 1999.
Emily is survived by a daughter, Barbara
B. Fife, wife of  the Rev. Dr. David Fife, of
Horsham, PA; a son, John S. Bubel, hus-
band of  Edith, of  Jacksonville, Florida;
and a son, David B. Bubel, husband of
Marcia, of Taneytown, Maryland. Also
surviving are thirteen grandchildren and
nine great-grandchildren.  Memorials
may be sent to the Cherry Valley United
Methodist Church, R. D. #1, Box 1410 A,
Stroudsburg, PA 18360.
Rev. James H. Bailey, on March 23,
2006. He was 92 years old. Rev. Bailey’s
wife, Marian, died in 1999.  Rev. Bailey
served the following appointments begin-
ning in 1935 Malvern; Phila.: Bethesda;
Blakeslee; Pocono Lake; Locust Ridge;
Trevose; Catasauqua: Grace; Honey
Brook; Lancaster: Christ; Oxford;
Phila.:Oak Lane; Spring City; Lebanon:
Ebenezer; Lebanon: Mountville. He
graduated from Lower Merion High
School in 1931, from Weslyan University
with a B.A. in 1935, and from Drew Theo-
logical Seminary with a M.Div. in 1938.
There will be a memorial service on
Saturday, April 1, 2006, at 11 a.m. at
Lancaster: Otterbein UMC, preceeded by
a time of visitation from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m;
tele: 717-394-3755.  He is survived by his
son, The Rev. Robert A. Bailey, 1900 Wil-
derness Road Lancaster PA 17603-9318,
pastor of Lancaster: Otterbein UMC.

Albright College announces appointment of new trustees
Bishop Marcus Matthews is one of two persons recently appointed to the Albright
College Board of  Trustees.  The other is Timothy McNichol, ’99, of  Silver Spring, MD.
Bishop Matthews will represent the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of  The United
Methodist Church and McNichol will serve as a young alumni trustee.  Both will serve

three-year terms.

Founded in 1856, Albright College
celebrates its Sesquicentennial in
2006.  Albright is a nationally
ranked, private United Methodist-
related college.  Albright College
enrolls 1,650 undergraduates in
traditional programs, and another 500 adult students in accelerated
degree and graduate programs.  For more information:
www.albright.edu.

Eastern Pennsylvania Conference
cabinet, staff, clergy, lay persons, and
Mrs. Barbara Matthews surprised
Bishop Marcus Matthews with a
birthday celebration at Camp Innabah
on Wednesday, March 15.  Bishop
Matthews turned 60 on March 8.

More than 100 persons gathered for
the festivities, and sat together at a
luncheon prepared by Camp Innabah
staff.  Special music was presented by
Ms. Harrilese Miles, vocalist, and Mr.
Bruce Frazier on solo trumpet.  The

Bishop Matthews appointed to Board of
Trustees at Albright College

Appointments

Central District
Tracy L. Bass - From Phila:
Kensington “Old Brick” UMC to
Norristown: Haws Avenue UMC
Carol Campbell - From  Bethel
UMC to retirement
Larry D. Carl - From Community
UMC to retirement
Gary L. Dillensnyder - From
Norristown: Haws Avenue UMC
to Birdsboro: Focht Memorial
UMC
David G. Heberling - From First
UMC of Lansdale to retirement
Mark Terry - From St. Peter’s:
Mt. Carmel UMC to Bethel UMC

East District
Sunil Balasundaram - From
Narberth and Radnor UMCs to
Solebury UMC
Daniel R. Ellis-Killian - From
Willow Grove UMC to retirement
Laurence Hof - From Extension
Ministry to retirement

Northeast District
Joseph Healey - From
Nesquehoning: Meed’s Memorial
UMC to retirement
Debra Hebden - From Lancaster:
Pearl St. UMC to Pen Argyl: Grace
UMC (Associate)

Northwest District
John Parker - From Elysburg
UMC to retirement
Drew Parsons - From Wooddale
UMC to Mahanoy City: First UMC
Navin Satyavrata - From Phila:
Clearview UMC to Shamokin: St.
John’s UMC
Lawrence James Whitehouse -
From Lancaster: Christ UMC to
Elysburg UMC

Southeast District
Kenneth Gelzhiser - From
Clifton Heights UMC to Broomall:
St Mark’s UMC
John Nesbitt - From Broomall:
St. Mark’s UMC to retirement
Nancy Haigh Ross - From
Frackville: First UMC to Clifton
Heights UMC
Ruth Woodlen - From Grove
UMC to retirement

Southwest District
Jeannine Brenner - From
Conestoga UMC to retirement
Walter S. Carter - From Wash-
ington Crossing UMC (Associate)
to Ephrata: First UMC
Fred R. Landis - From
Brunnerville UMC to retirement
Paul Shumate - From Mount Joy:
Chicques UMC to retirement

Appointment of  Deacons:
Southeast District

Susan Worrell from Director of
Congregational Care Ministries at
Paoli UMC to her counseling minis-
try: Susan L. Worrell, MS, CAC, LPC.
Appointment effective retroactively
as of January 1, 2006.

Bishop Matthews celebrates
60th birthday

Mrs. Barbara Matthews stands with Bishop Matthews as more than
100 persons surprise him with a celebration in honor of his 60th birth-
day.

Rev. Gary Meekins played familiar
hymns on the piano.

Many attendees honored Bishop
Matthews with gifts.  Among them
were Christie Heflin, director of Camp
Innabah, who presented him with a
stuffed dog puppet wearing a camp
logo t-shirt as well as one for the
bishop to wear, all in a camp knap-
sack; conference staff, who presented
a gift in his honor to Africa Univer-
sity; and the cabinet, who presented
him with two baskets filled with veg-
etarian gourmet snacks.

All the following appointments are
effective July 1, 2006 except as noted.
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In The Nation

A UMC.org Feature
By Marta W. Aldrich*

In the course of two tumultuous
years, Kathy Sansom experienced five
major stressful life events.

After her husband died of cancer in
2002, she married a childhood friend.
The marriage soured quickly and was
annulled. In the midst of it all, her
mother died, and Sansom moved to a
new city.

“When I moved to the Houston area
at the end of 2003, I was totally
exhausted - emotionally, physically,
every way you could think of,” says
Sansom, who joined Klein United
Methodist Church in Spring, Texas. “I
was in a new city and didn’t know
many people. My pastor suggested I
start seeing a Stephen Minister.”

Stephen Ministry is a program
matching specially trained lay
members of a congregation with
people going through a tough time.
The care receiver meets weekly with
the Stephen Minister, who provides
one-on-one Christian care under an
organized structure of  confidentiality,
supervision and accountability.

“It was great,” recalls Sansom of
her relationship with Stephen Minis-
ter Barbara Purser. “We would meet
once a week for coffee or dinner or
just to talk. She would call and check
on me and pray for me. Basically, I’m a
very happy person inside, but having
a Stephen Minister helped me over a
very rough time.”

Such is the mission of Stephen
Ministries, a nonprofit, nondenomina-
tional Christian educational organi-
zation founded in 1975 in St. Louis.
Currently, more than 9,000 congrega-
tions from more than 100 Christian
denominations are enrolled, with The
United Methodist Church accounting
for approximately one-fifth.

SLIPPING THROUGH CRACKS
Stephen Ministry is the brainchild

of  the Rev. Kenneth Haugk, a clinical
psychologist who was associate
pastor of St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church in St. Louis when he saw
people slipping through the cracks
within his congregation because of
too many needs and too few staff
members.

Studying Ephesians 4:12 and God’s
provisions “to equip the saints for the
work of  ministry,” Haugk (pro-
nounced Howck) concluded that one
of his pastoral roles should be to
equip lay people to use their spiritual
gifts to minister to others. So he
developed a training program in
Christian care giving, recruited and
trained nine “Stephen Ministers”
within his church, and matched them
with people in crisis.

The impact was immediate. People
began receiving the focused Christian
care they needed, and Haugk had
more time to perform other pastoral
duties. Later, two Stephen Ministers
raved that “this is good stuff ” and
insisted Haugk take Stephen Ministry
to other churches.

“Thirty years later, we’ve trained
over 50,000 Stephen leaders, and they,
in turn, have trained over a half
million Stephen Ministers,” says
Haugk, now 60 and executive director
of  Stephen Ministries. “We struck a
chord because we live in a world
where hurts happen and hurting
people are in need of care. Parents
die, people get divorced, illness
strikes, all sorts of stuff...”

WWJD?
Stephen Ministry is named for St.

Stephen, the first layperson commis-
sioned by the Apostles to provide
caring ministry to those in need.
Stephen Ministers undergo 50 hours
of training and serve for at least two
years. Among other things, they de-
velop skills in reflective listening,
learn guidelines on confidentiality,
and prepare to minister to people in
specific situations such as terminal
illness, grief and divorce. They are
also trained to recognize when to
refer someone to a helping profes-
sional.

Stephen Ministry is based on
“incarnational theology,” which
means that “when you care for
another person, Jesus is in that
person and you are the incarnation
of Jesus Christ,” says Haugk.

In other words, what would Jesus
do?

“If Jesus had a friend going
through a divorce, he’d probably
listen to them. If Jesus had a friend
die, he’d cry, which is what he did

when Lazarus died. This stuff is
simple, but profound,” says Haugk.
“Sometimes in the church and cer-
tainly in society, we’re not very good
listeners. We tend to talk too much,
myself  included. We have to learn to
bite our tongue and listen more. It
takes discipline.”

With 2,180 churches enrolled, The
United Methodist Church has more
churches involved in Stephen Ministry
than any other denomination - a
distinction Haugk attributes to United
Methodist-based discipleship experi-
ences such as DISCIPLE Bible study
and Walk to Emmaus.

“I think a lot of United Methodists
who become Stephen Ministers have
participated in these experiences and
are asking, ‘Now what do I do with all
this?’ Perhaps Stephen Ministry is a
logical step,” he says.

HELP IN ADVERSITY
Klein United Methodist Church

launched its Stephen Ministry in 1984
at the urging of its pastoral staff.
“We’re a 3,000-member church, so the
ministers can’t possibly provide one-
on-one care to every single person,”
says the Rev. Bryan Harkness, associ-
ate pastor of congregational care.
“But a Stephen Minister can be there
for someone who’s in the midst of a

life challenge. so they don’t have to
walk through the valley alone.”

Sarah Carty, a Stephen Minister at
First United Methodist Church in
Franklin, Tenn., says she feels that
she is the one blessed in her relation-
ships with care receivers. “It’s a huge
honor for someone to share confiden-
tial things with you knowing that
you’re not going to judge them,” she
says. “And it’s an honor to know that
God is the one helping the care
receiver and that I am just the hands
and feet, the physical presence, of
Christ to them.”

For Kathy Sansom, her experience
as a care receiver has led her, at age
65, to train to become a Stephen
Minister. She will be commissioned
this spring.

“The difference between talking to a
good friend and talking to a Stephen
Minister is that a good friend still can
be judgmental and have a tendency to
want to fix things. But that’s not
really what you need during a difficult
time,” she says. “You don’t need
someone to tell you what to do
because, in your heart, you know. You
just need someone to listen. Maybe I
can be a good listener now for some-
one else.”

*Aldrich is a freelance journalist
based in Franklin, Tenn.

Stephen Ministry trains angels on
earth

A Stephen Minister prays with her care receiver. Stephen Ministers provide one-on-one
Christian care under an organized structure of  confidentiality, supervision and ac-
countability. Stephen Ministries is a nonprofit, nondenominational organization
founded in 1975 in St. Louis. More than 9,000 congregations from more than 100 Chris-
tian denominations are enrolled, with The United Methodist Church accounting for
approximately one-fifth. A UMNS photo courtesy of Stephen Ministries.

•OKLAHOMA CITY

Native American young people will
gather April 6-8 in Oklahoma City for a
national conference for native youth on
AIDS and HIV awareness and prevention.
Called “Native P.R.O.U.D.,” the conference
will focus on prevention, responsibility,
ownership, understanding and determina-
tion as keys to helping native young
people make wise decisions regarding
risky behavior. The event is sponsored by
the United Methodist Native American
International Caucus and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. The
intended audience is not just native
youth who attend church but those on
reservations and in rural communities
where AIDS and HIV infections are high
as well.

•MID WEST

Approximately 100 tornadoes touched
down across the Midwestern section of
the U.S. on Sunday, March 12, causing
damage across five states.  UMCOR is in
contact with the affected annual confer-
ences, offering assistance and emergency
funding where needed.  UMCOR-trained
disaster response coordinators in each
annual conference give conference staff
an in-house expert when storms like these
happen.  Following the tornadoes, Tom
Hazelwood, director of UMCOR’s
domestic disaster response, contacted
each coordinator to support them in their
efforts, ensure they have what they need
to respond to their communities, and to
offer assistance that can come in the form
of funding and additional personnel if
they are needed.  Your gifts to UMCOR

Advance #901670, Domestic Disaster
Response, allow UMCOR to respond
immediately to the needs of people
affected by these tornadoes and other
disasters.

•TENNESSEE

The Rev. David C. Adams, former presi-
dent of Tennessee Conference United
Methodist Men and pastor of First United
Methodist Church in Lynchburg, Tenn.,
has been elected top staff executive of
the Commission on United Methodist
Men. Elected by the 23-member commis-
sion, Adams, 56, will assume leadership
of an eight-member Nashville staff June
19. One of the challenges of the 9-year-
old commission is finding ways to reach
unchurched men.

•BOARD OF DISCIPLESHIP

The fact that 43 percent of United
Methodist churches in America did not
receive a member by profession of faith
in 2004 is an indicator that congregations
are in trouble, say leaders of the
denomination’s discipleship agency. Both
the Rev. Karen Greenwaldt, top executive
of the United Methodist Board of
Discipleship, and Bishop Michael Coyner,
board president, cited that statistic
during addresses at the March 14-18
board meeting. She called on church
leaders and members to return to the
basic disciplines of the Christian faith:
prayer, Bible study, fasting, participating
in worship and the sacraments, doing
good and doing no harm - the essential
work of spiritual formation.
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In The World

A UMNS Feature
By Tom Lollis*

Africa University and Clemson
(S.C.) University have joined hands
to help small farmers in the region
improve vegetable production,
protect the environment and fight
hunger.

Zimbabwe is “a country filled with
beautiful people and smiling faces
amidst an HIV/AIDs epidemic and
poverty,” said Gloria McCutcheon,
entomologist at Clemson’s Coastal
Research and Education Center at
Charleston, S.C. “Many of the people
are not receiving the nutrients they
need in the form of  vegetables.”

McCutcheon, a member of Trinity
United Methodist Church in
Orangeburg, S.C., is a principal
investigator of  a project that began in
2004 and will run through 2009 with
support from a $45,000 grant from the
U.S. Department of  Agriculture’s
Foreign Agricultural Service. Powell
Smith, Clemson Extension vegetable
entomologist at Edisto Research and
Education Center at Blackville, is co-
principal investigator.

“The goal is to help the small
farmers increase yields of  leafy
greens, be good stewards of the
environment and produce foods
without excessive pesticide residues,”
McCutcheon said. During a December
2004 visit to Africa University, she
taught students, technicians and
farmers how to identify the families
of insects that are important in
biological control of plant pests, such
as the diamondback moth.

“There are more insects that are
beneficial to us than those that are
pests,” she said. “Many of the
beneficials are inconspicuous, move
very fast and often spend part of their
lives inside pest insects as parasites.”

Common natural enemies of plant
pests include ladybird beetles, ground
beetles, pirate bugs, lacewings,
mantids, spiders, parasitic wasps and
flies, plus fungi, viruses and bacteria.

LEARNING FROM AFRICA
Many of the vegetables grown in

Zimbabwe, including leafy greens, are
similar to what is grown in South
Carolina, and the corresponding
complex of pests and beneficials is
similar. Clemson investigators will
search for appropriate beneficial
organisms that can be imported to the
United States and tested to see
whether they can be released here
safely to help control pests.

“It’s possible we may also learn
some production techniques that could
be useful,” McCutcheon said.

During a visit to villages near
Mutare, Zimbabwe, she observed some
women, “who are the real farmers in
Zimbabwe,” spraying crushed mari-
golds on vegetables to fight pests. She
believes there is much to learn about
traditional agricultural practices, and
much of the knowledge is in Africa.

While at Africa University, a United
Methodist-related school in Mutare,
McCutcheon noticed the children at
the Fairfield Orphanage harvesting
greens as food for the university’s
cafeteria. The children picked off the
“friendly” insects and returned them
to the garden to help control pest
insects, she said. “They were not using
any chemical pesticides in their
garden. They were using natural
insects to fight off  the enemy.”

She points out that it was African
slaves who taught the principles of
rice production to plantation owners
in Charleston in the 1800s, resulting in
tremendous wealth for the landown-
ers.

The Africa University-Clemson
partnership grew out of  a conversa-
tion between McCutcheon and the
Zimbabwe ambassador during his visit
to Florence, S.C., in the 1990s. He had
universities with similar missions as
Clemson University to extend official
invitations to me,” she said. One of  the
contacts was from M.N. Mphuru, an
entomologist who is now deputy vice
chancellor at Africa University.

An empowering program
While McCutcheon was on sabbati-

cal leave, James Salley, associate vice
chancellor of the Africa University

Office of Institutional Advancement,
arranged for her to travel to Africa
University to visit with the Faculty of
Agriculture and Natural Resources.
Together, they developed the collabo-
ration now under way.

“The Clemson/AU partnership is a
wonderful collaboration between two
institutions that have a shared
commitment to help the human
condition,” Salley said. “This work is
one of  the ultimate empowerment
stories, a program that will help
people to help themselves.”

The Clemson-AU partnership has
already produced a graduate student.
Walter Manyangarirwa, a member of
the agriculture faculty at Africa
University, is a doctoral candidate in
the Department of  Entomology, Soils
and Plant Sciences at Clemson.

During the summer, he will spend his
time at Edisto Research and Education
Center working with McCutcheon and
Smith. Manyangarirwa will return to
Africa University next year, where he
will teach students from 25 countries
in Africa.

For more than 25 years,
McCutcheon, one of a handful of
African-American researchers with a
doctoral degree in the field of entomol-
ogy, has conducted outreach and
research programs to include students
of  color who have the potential to
pursue graduate degrees.

*Lollis is extension editor for Clemson
University’s Edisto Research & Educa-
tion Center, Blackville, S.C. The article
was adapted from a release sent out by
Clemson’s PSA Media Relations Depart-
ment.

Africa University, Clemson, work
together on food production

Gloria McCutcheon and graduate student Walter Manyangarirwa examine squash for
signs of  insects. Manyangarirwa, a member of  the agriculture faculty at Africa Univer-
sity in Mutare, Zimbabwe, is a doctoral student in the Department of  Entomology, Soils
and Plant Sciences at Clemson (S.C.) University. His doctoral studies grew out of  the
partnership between Africa University and Clemson University aimed at improving
crop yields and protecting the environment in Zimbabwe. A UMNS photo from Clemson
University.

•INDIA
 Upper Room editor released
After two months of  captivity, the Rev.
Tongkhojang Lunkim, the editor of  the
Kuki (in India) edition of  the Upper Room
Daily Devotional Guide, has been re-
leased by a group of rebels called the
Kuki Liberation Army. The Upper Room
received word March 18. Lunkim was
held for 64 days by the rebel army for
reasons that remain unclear. “It is a mys-
tery to us about what has happened both
in his capture and release,” said the Rev.
Stephen Bryant, world editor and pub-
lisher of the Upper Room, which is a
ministry of the United Methodist Board
of Discipleship in Nashville.

•••••NIGER: THREAT OF FAMINE
LOOMS
Officials predict that Niger will fall into a
deeper food crisis in the next two to three
months according to a recent report from
UMCOR partner, ACT International.
UMCOR has supported and will continue
to support the work of  ACT member
agencies working in the region, Lutheran
World Relief  and HEKS, a Swiss aid
agency.  They not only are providing
emergency food supplies but are also
helping communities find new ways to
sustain themselves during the seasons
between harvests when food is scarce.
They provide training on managing ce-
real storage banks and have introduced
new agriculture techniques that provide
off-season crops which supplement their
diets.  By giving to UMCOR Advance
#101250, All Africa Famine Relief, you

are helping communities eat not only
today, but long into the future.

•KENYA: FAMINE RELIEF
Several failed rainy seasons have led to a
food crisis in Kenya that has placed the
country in a severe famine.  This season’s
rains are also predicted to either come
too late or bring too little rain to improve
the situation.  The Kenyan Government
is requesting assistance for 2.5 million
people (about 10 percent of the popula-
tion).  UMCOR is planning a two-pronged
approach that addresses immediate needs
and long term response through ACT
International partners working in Kenya
and through the Methodist Church in
Kenya.  You can take part in this re-
sponse by giving to UMCOR Advance
#101250, All Africa Famine Relief.

• BURUNDI: KAYERO HEALTH
CENTER

UMCOR works with United Methodists in
Burundi to bring health and healing to
some of the nation’s most vulnerable
people.  The newly-reconstructed Kayero
Health Center serves many people each
day who were left without resources
following a protracted war.  Many of  the
patients are unable to pay for the center’s
services.  The Kayero Health Center
cares for anyone in need regardless of
their ability to pay.  Kayero Health Cen-
ter is still in need of repairs, medical
equipment, and refurbished buildings
reserved for staff housing.  Please give to
UMCOR Advance #982450, International
Disaster Response to support this and
many other efforts that support some of
the world’s most vulnerable people.
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     *  How to prepare a disaster
response plan: plans for the annual
conference, local churches, families,
and individuals

 This disaster response training
will be tailored to the specific
needs of the Eastern Pennsylvania
Annual Conference, including geo-
graphical location. The training
equips conference disaster coordina-
tors and church leadership before
a disaster strikes, and works with
them closely after a disaster. In situa-
tions of massive disasters, such as
the Gulf  hurricanes last year,
UMCOR may work with conference-
designated staff for months or years. 
 Larry P. Powell, Sr., who will present
the disaster response training, is
retired as fire marshal for the City of
Las Vegas, and, has worked with
UMCOR since the mid eighties.  Cur-
rently  a Catastrophic Disaster Con-
sultant for UMCOR, Powell is an
active United Methodist from Las
Vegas, NV, formerly conference lay
leader for the Desert Southwest Con-
ference, has worked extensively with
UMCOR in disaster response in Eu-
rope, Africa, Asia, Central America
and the Carribean, as well as the
United States.  He was instrumental
in the development of UMCOR’s

Incident Coordination System.  He
will help you understand the compo-
nents of disaster response, and
UMCOR’s Incident Coordination
System that takes a disaster and
breaks the response down into man-
ageable pieces. 

The Rev. Tom Hazelwood, executive
secretary for disaster response in the
United States for the United Method-
ist Committee On Relief (UMCOR)
said about the training, “I think that
you can’t emphasize enough the im-
portance for a plan or organized
response in the case of a disaster –
every family and church and
every annual conference ought to
have a plan for what they’re going to
do and how they will respond.  We
need a plan to be the responders –
that is who we are as United
Methodists.  After Hurricane Katrina
the response was from the local
churches – neighbor helping neigh-
bor.  The majority of  response in

The Denman Evangelism Award is
presented annually to a United Meth-
odist Lay and clergy person in each
Annual Conference for outstanding
work in Christian Evangelism.  The
award is named for the late Dr. Harry
Denman, distinguished lay evangelist
whom the Rev. Dr. Billy Graham
called “my mentor in evangelism.”
The awards are made possible by The
Foundation for Evangelism, which
was founded in 1949 by Dr. Denman.

The 2005 Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference Denman Awards were
presented to Mrs. Laura Sambrick
and the Rev. Dr. Albert Mosley by
Bishop Marcus Matthews, and were
presented on behalf of the Calling
Disciples Resource Team of the East-
ern Pennsylvania Annual Conference
at the 219th session of the Annual
Conference held in Philadelphia in
June 2005.  Nominations for the
award are sought each year by the
Calling Disciples Resource Team.

Laura was nominated by her local
congregation for the work she did
and continues to do in conjunction
with her husband, the Rev. Jody
Sambrick in the founding of the new
church start known as “Living Wa-
ters.”  The Dr. Albert Mosley was
nominated by Kathy McCaw of  First
United Methodist Church, Schuylkill
Haven, the congregation Dr. Mosley

was serving at the time.  In nominat-
ing Dr. Mosley for the award, the
people of First Church wanted to
recognize him for his love of people,
his willingness to “walk the walk and
talk the talk” of the Christian life and
for showing them and the community
what the “Spirit-filled” life looks like.
Dr. Mosley was particularly effective
in reaching out to the students of the
local Penn State campus in Schuylkill
Haven.

The Foundation for Evangelism, an
affiliate of the General Board of Dis-
cipleship, is dedicated to keeping
Christian Evangelism as a high prior-
ity in United Methodism.  To this end,
The Foundation sponsors and funds
thirteen programs in evangelism, one
of  which is the Denman Award.

Nomination forms can be accessed
by e-mail at www.evangelize.org.  In
addition, forms have been sent to each
local congregation.  Completed nomi-
nation forms should be sent to The
Rev. Dan Roth, Summerfield/Siloam
United Methodist Church P.O. Box
3607, Philadelphia, PA  19125.  Deadline
for submission of nominations is May
5, 2006.  Questions concerning the
award may directed to the Rev. Carol
Campbell at 610-495-6807 or Dan Roth
at 215-634-1372, both members of the
Calling Disciples Resource Team.

DENMAN ADENMAN ADENMAN ADENMAN ADENMAN AWWWWWARDS HONARDS HONARDS HONARDS HONARDS HONOROROROROR
WWWWWORK IN EVORK IN EVORK IN EVORK IN EVORK IN EVANANANANANGELISMGELISMGELISMGELISMGELISM
Once again the Calling Disciples Resource Team is seeking nomina-

tions for the Denman Evangelism Award for lay and clergy

Lesesne, ‘51, and the Class of 1955.
Bishop Matthews presented the Invoca-
tion and the Benediction for the pro-
gram.

The festivities began on Friday, March
3 with a Civil Rights Exhibit and Panel
Discussion.

On Saturday, March 4, the South Caro-
lina State University Foundation held
its annual Scholarship Gala and Trib-
ute.  On Sunday, March 5, the univer-
sity held its 110th Annual Founder’s Day
Program.

Bishop Receives Award
continued from page 1

Founded in 1896 as a land grant in-
stitution with a mission of providing
service to the citizens of the state,
South Carolina State University has
evolved from a small teachers’ college
into a major University center of  learn-
ing. Located in Orangeburg, S.C., with
a student population of approximately
5,000.  South Carolina State offers more
than 50 different fields of study on the
undergraduate and graduate levels.
For more information: www.scsu.edu.

continued from page 1

Disaster Response Training
Waveland, Biloxi, and New Orleans
was from the local church.  The local
church responded and responded

well.”  To be effective disaster re-
sponse workers, volunteers must be
willing “to go down the roads where
no one else goes, where it doesn’t seem
obvious,” said Hazelwood.

UMCOR Disaster Response Basic
Training is different from Volun-
teers in Mission training, which
prepares a mission team to go to other

locations to assist with construction
and rebuilding.  For information on
Volunteers in Mission Team Leader
training, contact Ben Botti, EPA VIM
Coordinator, bbotti@entermail.net.

Registrations for this event must be
received by April 5.  To register, please
mail your name, address, email ad-
dress, and phone number along with
check for $15 made payable to EPA
Conference to: Evangeline Johnson,
Event Planner, P.O. Box 820, Valley
Forge, PA 19482-0820;
evangeline.johnson@epaumc.org; 1-
800-828-9093, ext. 215.  The registration
fee covers the training, and includes
both lunch and a morning snack.

Camp Innabah is located at 712
Pughtown Road, Spring City, PA
19475; phone: 610-469-6111. For
directions, go to:
www.innabah.org.

The Rev. Tom Hazelwood, executive
secretary for disaster response in the U.S.

An UMCOR volunteer works one on one helping a disaster victim to access available
resources after Hurricane Katrina in September of 2005.

 Left to right: Maurice G. Washington, Chairman, Board of  Trustees, Bishop Matthews,
and President Andrew Hugine, Jr.
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Everyday Process
A no-compromise message using
hip-hop’s own magnetism to
spread the truth

Universal Royalty
An urban flavored blend of hip-hop,

rap and rock.

Attractions
• Over 60 Rides
• New Reese’s Xtreme

Cup Challenge
• 10 Coasters
• 6 Water rides
• Many other family rides and kiddie rides

Food
• Restaurants, Fast Food &

Snacks are available
throughout the park.

• Picnic table areas just out-
side park

• Group picnic catering avail-
able through Hershey Park
(1-800-242-4236)

• No food or beverage may be
brought into the park

Evening Entertainment
Christian music and entertainment in the park’s Amphitheater

from 6:00 p.m. until closing (10:00 p.m.)
Groups who will inspire and entertain include:

UUUUUnitnitnitnitnited Meed Meed Meed Meed Mettttthodishodishodishodishodist Dat Dat Dat Dat Day aty aty aty aty at
June 17, 2006

For ticket order form go to:  www.epaumc.org/NewsDetails.asp?pageID=1183

Faith-driven, highly-energized, infectiously original modern rock music

Admission Cost 
$33 - Ages 9-54 
$25 - Ages 3-8 and 55+ 
Free - age 2 and under 

For  more information: 
Evangeline Johnson 
(610-666-9090 ext. 225) 
evangeline.johnson@epaumc.org 

Free T-shirt with every ticket ordered by May 15!! ! !!  



  www.epaumc.org

8   8   8   8   8   APRIL 2006

Living Connected as God’Living Connected as God’Living Connected as God’Living Connected as God’Living Connected as God’s people:s people:s people:s people:s people:     “Celebrating the connection”“Celebrating the connection”“Celebrating the connection”“Celebrating the connection”“Celebrating the connection”

Opening WOpening WOpening WOpening WOpening Worshiporshiporshiporshiporship -  -  -  -  - Preaching by Bishop Marcus Matthews and music by The Africa University Choir

The world-renowned
Africa University
Choir is an estab-
lished choral en-
semble of Africa
University.   United
Methodist-related
Africa University
opened in March
1994 as the first
private, international
university in Zimba-
bwe, today serving
more than 1200 stu-
dents from more than
a dozen African
countries.

Bible Study on Thursday and Friday morningsBible Study on Thursday and Friday morningsBible Study on Thursday and Friday morningsBible Study on Thursday and Friday morningsBible Study on Thursday and Friday mornings
with Mr. James H. Salley, Bible Study Leader

James H. Salley is the
Associate Vice-Chancellor
for Institutional Advance-
ment for Africa University.
Jim serves as the chief
advancement officer and
fund raiser for the institu-
tion; he is in charge of the
University’s institutional
advancement program; and
he is responsible for
interpreting the programs of
the University to local
churches, organizations, and
agencies throughout the
United Methodist connec-
tion and beyond.

The Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference
June 21 - 23, 2006 at the Sheraton Philadelphia City Center

Bishop Hope
Morgan Ward
came to the Missis-
sippi Area in 2004
after she was the
first bishop elected
at the 2004 South-
eastern Jurisdic-
tional Conference.
She recently led a
team from Missis-
sippi to Zimbabwe
in support of Af-
rica University.

Bishop Marcus Matthews, Philadel-
phia Area

Memorial Service and Service of Ordination Memorial Service and Service of Ordination Memorial Service and Service of Ordination Memorial Service and Service of Ordination Memorial Service and Service of Ordination -
Preaching by Bishop Hope Morgan of Mississippi
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of Oxford in England; and a Master of
Science in Electrical Engineering,
MBA, and Ph.D. from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT). Also,
Dr. Pinkett has been featured in Black
Enterprise magazine and Ebony
magazine, as one of their “30 Leaders
Under 30,” as well as Parade magazine,
CNN and Black Entertainment
Television (BET). He is listed in Who’s
Who among American Entrepreneurs
and Who’s Who among African-
Americans. Most notably, Dr. Pinkett
is a Rhodes Scholar and one of
approximately 60 Black Rhodes
Scholars in U.S. history. He is also the
first and only African-American ever
to receive this prestigious award at
Rutgers University.

Dr. Pinkett began his presentation
by informing the audience that his
mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Pinkett, and
his aunt were alumnae of Temple
University. Dr. Pinkett challenged the
audience to reflect on the progress

By Jacqueline Leonard

Dr. Randal Pinkett, AKA Randal, the
newest winner of the reality televi-
sion show, The Apprentice, was the
guest speaker for the College of
Education’s Black History program,
which was held in Walk Auditorium
on Wednesday, February 22, 2006 at
7:30 p.m. The event was co-sponsored
by the College of Education, Office of
Development and Alumni Affairs,
Wesley Ministry Student Organiza-
tion, Lutheran Episcopal Campus
Ministry, and Black United Methodist
Preachers. The Master of Ceremonies
was Rev. David W. Brown, President of
Brownpartners Multicultural Market-
ing and coordinator of youth minis-
tries at Camphor United Methodist
Church. He introduced Dean C. Kent
McGuire, who welcomed an audience
of more than 150 to the event entitled:
“Increase the Peace: Affirming Our
Commitment to Non-Violence.”  Rev.
Shawn M. Wilson, Senior Pastor of
Mother African Zoar UMC, began the
program with an invocation. Musical
performances were provided by saxo-
phonist, Mr. William Douglas, and
four:24, a diverse group of young men
whose latest endeavor called A Higher
Place may be found on their website
http://www.four24.com.

Ms. Valerie Gay introduced Dr.
Pinkett, whose biography is quite
impressive. Dr. Randal Pinkett has
established himself  as a scholar,
entrepreneur and leader. He is
currently the President and CEO of
BCT Partners, a multimillion dollar
management, technology and policy
consulting services firm based in
Newark, New Jersey, that works with
corporations, government agencies
and nonprofit organizations. Dr.
Pinkett holds five degrees including: a
Bachelor of Science in Electrical
Engineering from Rutgers University,
that he completed while serving as
captain of the men’s track and field
team as a high jumper and long
jumper; a Master of Science in
Computer Science from the University

The Apprentice comes to Temple University
African - Americans have made over
the years, reminding us that our
legacy of peace and non-violence date
back to Africa, abolition of  slavery,
Jim Crow, and the Civil Rights Era.
He recalled the importance of leaders
like Harriet Tubman, Frederick
Douglass, W. E. B. DuBois, Booker T.
Washington, Marcus Garvey, Malcolm
X, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King,
and Coretta Scott King. From recon-
struction to the technology age, Dr.
Pinkett invited the audience to reflect
on the progress of African Americans
over the past 40 years. He raised the
question: “Do we have full inclusion
or is it an illusion?” While the African
- American community can be proud
of many successful emerging entre-
preneurs, including Dr. Pinkett,
Oprah, Jay Z and Nellie to name a few,
several statistics, such as the incar-
ceration rates of females and Black
males under 30, were given as indica-
tors that progress remains slow. Dr.

Pinkett noted that our society is evolv-
ing in such a way that violence is be-
coming a norm in both minority and
mainstream communities, which
serves to decrease and not increase the
peace. The murder of  Alan J. Shalleck,
the co-author of more than 28 Curious
George books is a recent example.

Dr. Pinkett cited three values that
run counter to increasing the peace.
These negative values include: indi-
vidualism and materialism, the under
value of hard work and excellence,
and the media’s reflection and influ-
ence of  society’s behavior, which cre-
ates negative images and life styles. As
a community, Dr. Pinkett challenged
the audience to demand a media that
provides positive images, representa-
tions, and messages and to hold artists
and entertainers accountable to por-
tray the same. In addition, Dr. Pinkett
suggested three things we can do to
increase the peace and maintain our
commitment to non-violence. These
suggestions include knowing African -
American history as well as the his-
tory of Native Americans and His-
panic Americans, knowing one an-
other and learning to understand
persons from different backgrounds in
order to expand each other’s horizons,
and knowing yourself in order to set
your own standards of excellence to
promote the vision of peace, non-vio-
lence, and full inclusion that so many
of our forefathers and foremothers
fought and died for. Dr. Pinkett con-
cluded his speech with a quote by
Ralph Waldo Emerson: “‘What lies
behind us and what lies before us are
tiny matters compared to what lies
within us,’ individually and collec-
tively, to increase the peace.”

The program ended with a musical
rendition of “My Living Shall Not be
in Vain” by Mr. William Douglas and a
benediction by the Rev. Gregory M.
Wilson, Chaplain of  the Lutheran
Episcopal Campus Ministry. The Col-
lege of  Education thanks Dr. Randal
Pinkett for making our Black History
program such a wonderful success!

The Rev. Shawn Wilson (left) and the Rev. Jacqueline Leonard (right) stand with Dr.
Randal Pinkett, winner of  reality show, The Apprentice.

The world-renowned Africa University
Choir will sing at Opening Worship for
Annual Conference 2006 on the evening
of  Wednesday, June 21 in Philadelphia.

So that all may experience this extraor-
dinary opportunity, Bishop Marcus
Matthews is opening up the Wednesday
evening worship to all United Methodists
in Eastern Pennsylvania churches and to
the public.  In addition to 1000 seats
reserved for Annual Conference members
and delegates, another 1000 seats will be
available to the public on a first-come/
first-serve basis.

The Africa University Choir is com-
prised of singers, instrumentalists and
dancers, and its performances are always
opportunities to experience the wealth
and richness of African choral music that
engages audiences to move, clap, and
sing.  Its repertoire includes songs in 15
languages: Swahili (East/Central Africa),
Shona (Zimbabwe), Lingala (Democratic
Republic of Congo), Bemba (Zambia),
English, French and Portuguese, among
others.

Under the direction of  Mr. Benon
Kigozi, multi-national students combine
their voices to produce a unique and
wonderful sound. The Africa University

Choir has recorded a number of CDs, and
has toured the U.S. nine previous years.  In
February 2006, the AU Choir was nomi-
nated for a National Arts Merit Award
(NAMA) in Zimbabwe.

Skilled musicianship, a commitment to
volunteerism, rigorous practice, and a
love of music ministry are among the
requirements to be chosen for the choir,
according to Kigozi.  Throughout the year,
the Africa University Choir performs for
audiences throughout Zimbabwe. It is
frequently invited to perform at confer-
ences, schools, and other functions, and
members meet three times per week for
rigorous rehearsals.

“The indisputable success of the Africa
University Choir both home and abroad
provides telling proof that students at the
13 year old institution, if given the oppor-
tunity, will develop actions with positive
effect on the lives of others in the commu-
nity in which they live and beyond,” said
Kigozi.

Membership in the AU choir is open to
students from all racial and ethnic back-
grounds that desire to share the choir’s
philosophy of Christian ministry and of
promoting peace and love through music.

Africa University Choir to singAfrica University Choir to singAfrica University Choir to singAfrica University Choir to singAfrica University Choir to sing
at Annual Conferenceat Annual Conferenceat Annual Conferenceat Annual Conferenceat Annual Conference

The choir has around 120 members and
these include both non-music and music
majors.  Members are predominantly
undergraduate students who possess supe-
rior musicianship, and who understand
that preparation of and dedication to the
music outside of rehearsal time is impera-
tive in order to have the many performing
opportunities within and outside the
campus.

Unekwuojo Haruna, a 19 yr old Nigerian
woman currently enrolled as a sophomore
in the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences said about her experience, “I
joined the choir in my first year in Africa
University and was fortunate enough to go
on the 2005 choir tour to the United States.
The greatest thing that touched me while
on the tour was the love that was given to
us while we were there.  People taking
complete strangers into their homes and
treating them as family is indeed human
love at its greatest.”

Mande Muyombo, from the Democratic
Republic of Congo, is in his final year of a
Bachelor of Divinity in the Faculty of
Theology. He’s twice been a member of
the touring choir.  “Going to the U.S. as a
member of  the AU Choir is an opportunity
for us to express our profound gratitude to
some of  the people who have made sacri-
fices in order to support us spiritually and
financially,” he said. “We sing with them

before God in an African way and we
tell God that this is the church and we
are the return on its investment. Above
all, through our singing, we want to say
to members of the (UM) church in the
U.S. that they must be very proud of
Africa University - it is making a differ-
ence.”

Africa University began in 1993 with
twenty-five students.  Refurbished farm
buildings gave way to modern teaching
facilities, residence halls and a student
services unit with the official opening of
the University by President Robert
Mugabe in April 1994.  Today, this
United Methodist-related institution
educates more than 1200 students from
more than twenty African nations.  The
mission of Africa University is to pro-
vide quality education within a Pan-
African context, through which persons
can acquire general and professional
knowledge and skills, grow in spiritual
maturity, develop sound moral values,
ethics and leadership qualities.

For more information on Africa Uni-
versity, go to: www.africau.edu.

Photos and information for this article
were provided by the Africa University
Information & Public Affairs Office, Ms.
Andra Stevens, director.
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23rd Academy for Laity

Cayla wrote her message and pre-
sented it first in front of her own
church, then before a committee in
Delaware, and finally to another
selection committee during the
Rally.  This was her second year at-
tending the event, and she is eager to
return next year.  She thought that
she would be nervous speaking in
front of so many people, but she says
that when it was time to go out on
the stage, “I felt that God was just
telling me what to say.”
2006 was the 19th year for the Penin-
sula-Delaware Conference’s Youth
Rally, and the theme was “All or
Nothing.”  The event lasted from
Friday evening through noon on
Sunday, and featured music by King
Cyz, JME Medina, Stephen Hurd,
Chris Tomlin, Starfield, George Huff
and Falling Up, entertainment by the
Skit Guys and illusionist Brock Gill,
painting by Mike Lewis, the Jesus
Painter, and inspiring messages by
Carol Kent and Stacy Foster.

EPA youth preaches to 4600 at
youth rally

Christ Servant Ministries:
The Basic Course
The Rev. J. Dennis Williams

The Basic Course must be satis-
factorily completed before a person
can receive Local Church Servant
certification and before any specialty
certification can take place.  Partici-
pants will explore God’s call in their
lives to be local church servants.  To
share in this training is to participate
in a spiritual journey which will in-
volve reading and reflection, Bible
study and the use of  a journal, as well
as openness to the whispers of grace
that come as you learn.  Registrants
will be sent a manual to be read and
assignments to be completed prior to
the Academy.

Text:  Christ Servant Minister Basic
Course

The Rev. J. Dennis Williams is a
former District Superintendent and
Dean of  Cabinet of  the Eastern PA
Conference. In addition to his years
as pastor, he has been Director of
United Methodist Studies at a school
of theology and has taught courses in
United Methodist polity and doctrine.
He has recently been published in the
theological quarterly, Methodist His-
tory, and is now a trustee of  Lebanon
Valley College and a member of  the
Board of  Cornwall Manor.

Dealing with Dying and Death
The Rev. Dr. Anita Powell

This course will equip servant
ministers with fundamental knowl-
edge and practical skills needed to
provide compassionate care in end-of-
life situations. Participants will focus
on the three perspectives of dying,
care-giving and grieving as they ex-
plore the physiological, psychological,
emotional and spiritual dynamics
that are operative during this stage
of life. Classes will include discus-
sions, personal experiences, videos,
journaling, role-play, and participa-
tion in other group learning activi-
ties.

The Rev. Dr. Anita Powell is an
elder in the United Methodist Church,
and the founding pastor of the United
Methodist Church of the Open Door
in Kennett Square. Her educational
background includes a Bachelor of
Art in English, Master of Arts in
Teaching, Master of Divinity and a
Doctorate in  Ministry to Marriage
and Family. She has served as teacher,
counselor and administrator and also
conducts workshops for churches,
schools and community organiza-
tions.

Power Prayer
The Rev. H. Joe Tyson

“Lord, teach us to Pray.” This
course looks at prayer in the private
personal arena as well as public
prayer in the local church, commu-
nity and the world. Prayers of the
Bible, prayer movements, and teach-
ings on prayer will be examined and
practiced. It will include a time for
prayer as well as teaching about
prayer.

The Rev. H. Joe Tyson is the pas-
tor of the Olivet United Methodist
Church in Coatesville. He has served
as a pastor and District Superinten-
dent in the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference since 1973. He has a Mas-
ter of Divinity Degree and serves as

an Adjunct Professor at the Palmer
Theological Seminary.
Coaching for Spiritual Growth
The Rev. J. Val Hastings, Jr.

The spiritual side of coaching is a
blending of the latest developments
in human learning and motivation
with ministry in the local church. An
exploration of Jesus and his use of
various coach-specific skills, espe-
cially the use of questions, will be
included. Participants will learn a
process of listening and questioning
to use in small groups, in support
groups, or in one-on-one caring minis-
tries.

The Rev. J. Val Hastings, Jr., is an
ordained pastor in the United Meth-
odist Church and a professional
coach who has led leadership develop-
ment programs for clergy and laity.
He founded Coaching4Clergy to em-
power today’s spiritual leaders and
has helped turn around churches he
served as pastor.  Val has served as a
consultant in church growth and as a
professional coach for a number of
years; he has also co-chaired the EPC
Leadership Resource Team.

Doing and Leading Bible Study
Mrs.  Dorothea Burnett

The disciplines of daily prayer
and Bible study are vital not only to
our spiritual growth and service but
also to our witness and service to
others. This course will focus on the
formation of  the Bible as the inspired
revelation of God and how we come
to know God through the written
word. You will develop skills that will
enhance your own reading and inter-
pretation of the Bible and techniques
for leading groups in Bible study and
in sharing your insights with others.

Dorothea Burnett, a member of
Camphor Memorial UMC, is Confer-
ence Coordinator of Older Adult
Ministry.  She has been a teacher of
Junior High to Adult Sunday School
classes and is currently Bible Study
Leader of  the Thursday Morning
Bible Class. For many years she has
been Study Leader in the United
Methodist Women’s School of  Chris-
tian Mission in the area of Spiritual
Growth Studies.

Ministry with Young Adults
The Rev. Christopher Brady

“What is real” in a world filled
with endless choices, transient rela-
tionships, dead-end jobs, shifting
truths, personal spirituality, random
violence, and ever changing technol-
ogy? This course will explore minis-
try with Young Adults in these times
of  changing realities. You will be
given ministry frameworks, ideas and
answers to questions on how your
church can effectively identify and
minister to their unique spiritual
needs.

The Rev. Christopher Brady has
served as pastor of Bickley UMC and
as pastor to young adults at St.
Daniel’s UMC as well as director of
Youth & Young Adult Ministries for
EPA Conference. Most recently he
was a member of the pastoral team of
Campus Religious Life Services at
Duke University providing counsel-
ing and helping undergraduates ex-
plore their faith.  He has a degree in
Philosophy & Political Science and a
Master of Divinity Degree.

Cayla Wright, a member of
Royersford United Methodist
Church, was the youth speaker at
the Peninsula-Delaware
Conference’s Youth Rally in Ocean
City, Maryland during the first
weekend in January.  She was se-
lected from among the youth who
entered the “Spittin Da Word” con-
test, and as a result shared her mes-
sage with the 4600 youth and adults
who attended the event.  Cayla’s
theme was the importance of for-
giveness.  She gave a number of
examples of how difficult it can be
for us to forgive those who have
wronged us, yet reminded everyone
that Jesus told Peter to forgive not
just seven times, but seven times
seventy.  She asked the youth to
imagine how difficult it would be if
God only forgave us a limited num-
ber of times, then reminded them
that God forgives us every time we
repent and ask to be forgiven of our
sins.
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ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifieds
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM
LEADER -
Opening for Children’s Ministry Team
Leader for infants through grade 5.
 Should enjoy sharing the joys of Jesus
while you learn from the children.  Aver-
age 10 hours per week. Duties include
coordinating and overseeing Children’s
Church for the 10:30 service, child care
for special services, Vacation Bible Ad-
venture, and other children’s ministry
events within the church.  A criminal
background check is required. Please
contact the office at Hope Church (610-
385-7141) or contact Pastor DeWalt,  
kdewalt@dejazzd.com , for more
information.     Hope’s Website: http://
www.hopechurchamity.org/
YOUTH MINISTRY POSITION -
St Andrew’s UMC in Warminster, Bucks
County.  An active, growing congregation
looking for someone who loves Christ and
loves youth to develop a comprehensive
ministry for and with the youth of our
congregation and community. Hours are
20-30 per week.  Salary between $15,000 -
$18,000 depending on experience. Please
call Pastor Wendy Bellis at 215-675-3748.
CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST - First
United Methodist Church of Phoenixville
is seeking 1 or 2 people to lead the music
ministry of the church.  Choir
Director leads 25 member SATB chancel
choir, 5 octave handbell choir and sched-
uling of special summer music.  Also
supervises the children’s and youth min-
istry volunteers.  September through
June position.  Organist  provides music
for 2 Sunday services, and accompanies
choirs.  The church has a 3 manual Rogers
electronic organ which was Keith
Chapman’s personal touring organ, and a
Yamaha studio upright.  The organist is a
12-month position with 6 weeks paid
vacation.  Weddings and funerals are
negotiated individually.  Both positions
involve Thursday night rehearsals and
Sunday morning worship services, as well
as special services.  Send resume to Bill
Akin, Chair Search Committee, First
UMC, 865 S. Main St., Phoenixville, PA 
10460
POSITION AVAILABLE: THE WESLEY
CAMPUS MINISTRY AT TEMPLE UNI-
VERSITY
seeks to hire a seminary student to help
with campus ministry. Please call Rev. Dr.
Jacqueline Leonard on 215-514-1563 for
more information.
PART-TIME (15-20HOURS) DIRECTOR
OF YOUTH MINISTRIES -
with the potential to develop into fulltime
status. At Kochenderfer UMC, in Leba-
non, PA. The individual will work in
collaboration with the Senior
Pastor, Church Leadership Team and
Youth Volunteers to develop and
coordinate teaching and fellowship activi-
ties for Jr. and Sr. High age
groups. Sunday morning, Sunday evening
and Thursday evenings are the major
time commitments.  Planning and coordi-
nating weekly meetings, retreats, mission
trips are expectations.  We have a youth
room and multi-purpose room for wild
games.  Active and supportive adult
volunteers are committed to the youth
programs success. For more information,
contact Pastor John Laughlin,
Kochenderfer UMC, in Lebanon, PA, at
717-273-0525; john@k-church.org; or go to
k-church.org.
WEB PROGRAMMER/DESIGNER
WITH THE WOMEN’S DIVISION, GEN-
ERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINIS-
TRIES -
The primary responsibility of the person
shall be to produce and maintain a cre-

ative and visually engaging, usable,
accessible and interactive website for the
United Methodist Women/ Women’s divi-
sion. This will require involvement in
conceptual design, refinement, imple-
mentation, and maintenance of different
systems.
Requisites  B.A./ B.S. in communications,
computer science, project management,
or related areas. Knowledge of: XHTML;
CSS; Web services; javascript; CFML/
Cold fusion; SQL/MS-SQL server; IIS/
Win2K; CFCs; Conditional logic and appli-
cation flow; Relational database design;
XML document parsing and object ori-
ented concepts/ fundamental. Also needs
experience in: Flash, Photoshop, Illustra-
tor and Media Cleaner. Minimum 5 years
as web programmer/ designer.  One can
apply online or see the description at
http://gbgm-umc.org/hr/
job_desc.cfm?ref=u&posID=169
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COORDINA-
TOR –
Glossbrenner UMC in Mount Joy, PA, is
searching for an experienced individual
to develop and coordinate its Christian
Education ministry.  This is a full time
position with competitive salary and
benefits.  Responsibilities include work-
ing with our Youth and Children’s Minis-
tries and serving as a resource for our
adult education.  Interested applicants
may contact the church office at
717.653.5683 or email a resume to
glossbrennerumc@dejazzd.com.
YOUTH DIRECTOR WANTED
United Methodist Church of the Resur-
rection in Exton, PA is looking for a self-
motivated, Spirit-filled, energetic person
to serve as a Part-time Youth Director. 
Currently averages 10 hours per week.  In
coordination with the Pastor and Youth
Advisory Council, director is responsible
for developing a comprehensive program
that promotes spiritual growth and dis-
cipleship in our youth. Duties include
working directly with both high school
and middle school youth by building
relationships with them, planning and
leading a variety of weekly activities,
bible studies, service projects and mis-
sions trips, as well as participation in
worship services.  Must be at least 18
years old,   Background checks are re-
quired.  Please contact Pastor Joan Trout
at church office 610-363-0103 or
joan.trout@umcr.org.
FUND RAISER FOR YOUR CHURCH
OR GROUP
Glenmoore UMC celebrates 20 years of
Easter Egg-Making Business!
Handmade Easter Eggs are a labor of love
from the folks at Glenmoore who are in
their 20th year of making the Peanut
Butter Cream & Coconut Cream eggs.
This year they will be making 40,000
eggs. They also have chocolate covered
pretzels 5 in a bag for 60 cents. Eggs can
be delivered for your spring events. Buy
these delicious eggs at 60 cents each and
sell them for $1.00. Eggs are available
Feb. 1st. Call the church for additional
info or to order - 610.942.2324.
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINIS-
TRIES POSITION AVAILABLE: Asbury
Untied Methodist Church, Allentown, PA,
is looking for a new Director Of
Children’s Ministries. If you would like
to be considered for this part-time posi-
tion, you may send a resume to Mark
Utter at greenhillsfive@msn.com or the
church office. For details or questions
about the position, please contact Mark
Utter (610-256-4238) or the church office
(610-398-2577).

Applications are now available for the summer
Vocational Intern Program.

This program sponsored by the Board of  Ordained Ministry,
 provides an opportunity for career exploration, service, and summer

income for men and women, college-age and beyond,
who are considering a vocation in ministry in

The United Methodist Church.
It also allows local churches to employ a staff person for summer
 programming and pastoral work at a cost to the church of only
$1,500 plus expenses. The local church also agrees to provide

supervision and mentoring for the student. Contact Rev. Sukja Bang,
215-646-4533 or sbang@verizon.net, for more information.

Deadline for receipt of applications is May 1st.

Summer Vocational Intern
Program

by Margaret Harris*
The Methodist Federation for

Social Action, an independent voice
for justice within Methodism since
1907, is sponsoring  ReconneXion to
Justice, a new series of thought-
provoking conversations about jus-
tice, liberation, and peace for laity,
clergy and the community at large.

We are delighted to welcome  Rev.
Gil Caldwell back to the Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference as the
keynote speaker at our inaugural
gathering on Saturday, April 22 to
speak on Alternatives to Exclusion:
Sexual Identity and Orientation.  
Rev. Caldwell is eager to share what
has taken place in his life spiritu-
ally, theologically, and in his views
on justice, reconciliation and physi-
cality, since he left Eastern Pennsyl-
vania in 1994.  Rev. Caldwell, who
describes himself as an “evangelical
liberal,” hopes that this event will
provide a “SAFE PLACE for all,
regardless of  a person’s theology,
biblical interpretation, perception,
race, gender, sexual orientation,
economic status, place of birth , or
status and prestige within the East-
ern Pennsylvania Conference.”  He
looks forward to meeting old friends
and making new ones at this gather-
ing.

Rev. Caldwell has a long and dis-
tinguished career,  as a civil rights
activist,  and as a theologian,
scholar and pastor. He participated
in the “Mississippi Freedom Sum-
mer” of 1964, the Selma to Montgom-
ery March in 1965 and the March on
Washington.   He is one of  the
founders of  Black Methodists for
Church Renewal, and is currently a
co-convenor of  United Methodists of
Color for a Fully Inclusive Church. 
Rev. Caldwell is a member of  the
Board of Scholars and Preachers:
Martin Luther King Jr. Interna-
tional Chapel, Morehouse College,
Atlanta, and was a recipient of the
Ball Award in 2004 given by the
Methodist Federation for Social
Action.  He is a member of the ad-
junct faculty of Boston University
School of  Theology, New York Theo-
logical Seminary, and Illif  School of
Theology.

Rev. Caldwell has strong local
connections, having served as the
Minister of St. Daniel’s UMC in
Chester and also as the District
Superintendent of  the West Chester
District. He left the Eastern Penn-
sylvania Conference in 1994 to be-
come Minister of St. Mark’s UMC in
Harlem, and retired from Park Hill
UMC in Denver in 2001.  He stresses
that he has not retired however 
from active ministry asking  “How
can one’s calling cease to be at the
age of  70 or, in my case, at the age of
67?”

The Saturday, April 22 
ReconneXion to Justice event will be
held from 9:30 am to 3 pm at Arch
Street UM Church, located at the
corner of  Broad and Arch Streets in
Center City Philadelphia.   We hope
this gathering will be an opportu-
nity to discuss and share our
thoughts and concerns in a safe
place, where all participants feel
respected and comfortable, regard-
less of our different perspectives,
theology, or sexual orientation.   The
goal is a conversation, not just lis-
tening to a speech.

The gathering will begin at 9:30 am
with registration and refreshments,
followed by the keynote address by
Rev. Caldwell.  After ample time for
questions and response, we will
break into small groups for further
discussion and sharing.  Each group
will have not only a facilitator to aid
discussion, but also an Experienced
Witness from an organization ac-
tively working for justice.   This will
be followed by a light lunch with
guided questions for further discus-
sion.  Before departing, we’ll con-
sider where we go from here and
what actions we may want to take.

For further information, a bro-
chure, or to register, contact Marga-
ret Harris at mharris@voicenet.com
or by phone at 215-568-2206.

*Margaret Harris is a member of
Arch St. U. M. Church, a Lay member
of  the Eastern Pennsylvania Confer-
ence,  and Co-President of the Eastern
Pennsylvania Chapter of the Method-
ist Federation for Social Action.

ReconneXion to Justice: Rev. Gil
Caldwell launches series on 
April 22
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Alaskan Explorer Cruise with Bishop and Mrs. MatthewsAlaskan Explorer Cruise with Bishop and Mrs. MatthewsAlaskan Explorer Cruise with Bishop and Mrs. MatthewsAlaskan Explorer Cruise with Bishop and Mrs. MatthewsAlaskan Explorer Cruise with Bishop and Mrs. Matthews

An extraordinary opportunity open to members of the Eastern Pennsylvania
and Peninsula-Delaware Conferences, their families and friends:

7 day Alaska Scenic Cruise aboard Holland America’s ms Oosterdam depart-
ing Seattle, WA on May 20, 2006.  Cost per person ranges from $1408.00
for an inside cabin to $2738.00 for a luxury suite; plus $220.00 in port

taxes and $45.00 in government taxes.  Early registration is advised - space
is limited.  For brochure, call the EPA Conference Office at 1-800-828-9093.

Help your church create open hearts, minds,
and doors. 

 April 22, 2006
 Willistown UMC, 6051 West Chester Pike (Route 3),

Newtown Square, PA
May 13, 2006

Calvary UMC, 1 W Wyomissing Avenue, Mohnton, PA

Retired pastor, the Rev. Gerald Rounds of  Allentown, will inspire and inform
your welcoming/greeter/hospitality team in this training using Igniting Minis-
try training materials.  Rev. Rounds will use the Living Our Promise Trainers

Toolbox as a guide to help you train your welcoming team and
congregation to be more welcoming and inviting. 

Learn :
· how to set up an effective welcoming team in your church
· how to teach your whole congregation to be more welcoming and invit-

ing
· how to access  the ready-to-use Igniting Ministry TV, radio, newspaper,

billboard and door hanger ads.
Time: 9:30 am  registration; 10:00 am - 12:00 noon workshop. 
Cost for the training is $10 per church (bring a whole team of people with
you!)  
Resource: Each congregation will need to purchase the Living Our Promise
Trainers Toolbox: $35 each.
HOW TO REGISTER:
To register, mail your check for $10 plus $35 for each copy of Living Our
Promise you wish to order (made payable to the EPA Conference) to Ms.
Evangeline Johnson, Event Planner, EPA Conference, P.O. Box 820, Valley
Forge, PA  19482-0820.  Questions may be directed to Evangeline Johnson: email
evangeline.johnson@epaumc.org  or call 1-800-828-9093, ext. 215.  (When you mail
in your registration, please indicate which of the three training events you will
attend.  Include your name, address, telephone, email address, name of local
church, and number attending.)  Please add $35 for each additional copy of the
Living Our Promise Trainers Toolbox you wish to order.
 
For directions, go to: www.mapquest.com
 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you.”  Matthew 28: 19-20
 ”The Mission - The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Local churches provide the most significant arena through which disciple-making
occurs.”  UM Book of Discipline, Para. 120

Welcoming and Inviting trainingWelcoming and Inviting trainingWelcoming and Inviting trainingWelcoming and Inviting trainingWelcoming and Inviting training


