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SEASON I:  Stand on God’s Word or Fall to this World 

Waging War is a Life Application Study built on hard-hitting and spirited expositions of 
God’s Word.  
 
An army of Gospel ministers leads this courageous and exciting series dedicated to:  
 Affirming Biblical truths for Christians to prevail in a culture that glorifies a fallen 

world.  

 Equipping young people with six sharp, unabashed and brutally honest messages that 
reveal what God says about indiscretions that affect Young Adults, today. 

 Administering thought provoking worksheets to encourage young adults to sit with the 
Word of God and build communion with Him. 

 Leading Young Adults through the discovery of Biblical perspectives that summon us 
all to trust the Word of God and put it to work in our lives.  

 



I. Who is Jesus?                          Opening Commentary 

 In our first meeting with the ministers, they present Jesus Christ and share life applications for His Gospel.  

 

II. Idolatrous Living    Colossians 3:5-6; Jonah 2:9      Min. Floyd B. Jackson, Jr. 

 In an attack against modern idolatry, Min. Jackson  upholds God as our King and  teaches Young Adults that the place 

God wants in our hearts can not be usurped by an excessive desire to have anything this world has to offer. 

 

III. The Spirit of Suicide    Acts 16:27-28     Min. Britni M. Johnson 

Min. Johnson confronts the prominent spiritual attack against Young People known as  the sprit of suicide and      

exposes demonic principalities at war for the souls of our young people.  

 

IV. Sexual Sin and the Face of the Creator 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8, Psalm 11:7     Aaron Smith 

 In a pursuit to show the love of God through Jesus Christ, Aaron provides an explanation of what it means to behold 

 the face of the Creator and how it permeates our lives, especially in the area of sexual purity revealing the conse-

quences and downfalls of sexual sin of a believer’s life.  

 

V.  You’re Not Alone     Acts 1:9-11     Min. Peter Blue, Sr. 

This final  message, Min. Blue proves through HIS-Story that Young Adults are not alone in this world leaving us with 

a bold reminder that when Jesus left the Apostles, he sent the Holy Spirit for both us and them.  

 

VI.  Theological Perspectives            Closing Commentary 

  The ministers face tough questions with Theological Perspectives in an effort to offer advice and encouragement to 

 young adults! 

 

CD.  Stand Firm     Inspired by Psalms 11    Lyrics and Vocals by: Tamara Wims
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     Waging War is hard hitting and brutally honest. And why wouldn’t it be? We’re Waging War against is-

sues that seek to destroy and deter the destiny of Young Adults! The high energy and exciting Life Application 

series starts strong, with an immediate introduction of Jesus. The inaugural study is a compilation of original 

and powerful expositions of God’s Word that tackle Modern Idolatry, Suicide, Sexual Sin, and feelings of 

Abandonment. It also includes a Q & A that challenges Young Adults to draft Christ-centric solutions to pre-

sent-day concerns. 

What to Expect: Fellowship with other young adults, praise and worship, preached messages of encourage-

ment and instruction, and student assignments that challenge young adults to sit with the Word of God and 

make tough decisions about their lives.  

Purpose: To encourage Young Adults to use corporate and pr ivate explorations of the Bible to build a 

relationship with God, make better choices for their lives after distinguishing the Word’s truth from the 

world’s error, and to use their restored faith and trust in Jesus to build a stronger foundation for a more right-

eous walk. 

Primary Focus: The Word/Biblical Foundations, Deeds/Life Applications, Spiritual Experience, and Faith 

Sharing & Service.  

 

Leading the Opening Application:  WHO IS JESUS?  

 Welcome in an encounter with God through worship and prayer. Include “Stand Firm” into your worship 

melody. Play Waging War CD. Use  Song Sheet found in Waging War Student Manual. 

Before you start your journey to meet God in His Word, take time to get to know each other. Set some ground 

rules, and share information about the series: “What to Expect” (above) and what your intentions are for 

those participating in the study (Use “Purpose” above).  

Begin the Lesson. By now, everyone should be well acquainted. Introduce the ministers. Play DVD: Chapter 1.   

Facilitate a discussion around reactions to the video. Transition to: Waging War Student Worksheet- Who is 

Jesus? Questions 1- 4. 

Bring the Student Worksheet discussion to a close with a reminder that this is a Life Application Study. Allow 

everyone the opportunity to share why they joined a Life Application study group and their expectations for 

the series as a tool for growth in Christ. Introduce the “Primary Foci” (above) and inform them that the minis-

ters intend to use the Word of God to nurture these four areas of their lives when addressing issues throughout 

the series.  Play “Coming Up Next” Trailer for Waging War.  

Assign: Waging War Student Worksheet- Who is Jesus?: Creating My Objectives  as a reflective assign-

ment to encourage Young Adults to take accountability for their success throughout the study. (Note: These 

objectives support the Primary Focus of the series.) 

Leading this series  

God Bless You for joining the frontline as the leader of your Waging War small group. May 
grace and favor shine upon you as you rediscover a need for a Savior,  choose to follow the Word 
faithfully, and present the Word of God to others.   

-Krystl Johnson, Ministry Director  



Leading the Opening Application (cont’d) 

This study is for the body of Christ but is open for everyone, including non-believers. Take advantage of the 

opportunity to offer discipleship to participants who have yet to form a personal relationship with Jesus and 

claim Him as their personal Savior. Close in Prayer. 

Encourage Young Adults to share their favorite photos on our Young Adult Council pages. SUGGESTION: 
Take a group picture of your Session 1 class and post it to our Facebook Page: facebook.com/epaccyam. Feel 
free to reach out to ministers after each session to ask questions, make comments, and to post photos.  

 
 

Presenting the Minister’s Messages  

Invite Jesus’ presence with worship and prayer. Include “Stand Firm” into your worship melody. Play Wag-

ing War CD. (Use  Song Sheet found in Waging War Student Manual.) 

Introduce the Lesson topic and listen to what Young Adults have to say about the challenges affecting Young 
Adults. For example: “Today we will be combatting Idolatrous Living. What are your thoughts on the topic?” 
 
Transition to what the Word of God says by introducing the Scriptural focus for the lesson. In Lesson II, Min. 
Jackson refers to Colossians 3:5-6 & Jonah 2:9. Read & determine what God is trying to reveal to us in the 
text.  Encourage participants to restate their opinions and attitudes in view of the Word of God, then bring 
back to memory the struggle of opinions that occurred between David and his friends in Psalms 11. Ask: 
Where does your opinion fall? Is it on God’s side, has it crossed enemy lines, or is it wavering? (Hold that 
thought! Do not answer the  ‘Where does it fall?’ question until after the video lesson.) 
 
Present Video Lessons II through VI accordingly.  (Note: Lesson II: “Idolatrous Living” can be found on 
Waging War: Season 1 DVD at Chapter 2.) 
 
Encourage responses to video lesson.  
 Pose your own questions that draw attention to the series’ objectives. Sample prompts: How is this mes-

sage a bold representation of who God and Jesus are? What can we learn about Them/from Them in this 
lesson?   

 Reintroduce the challenge: When considering the Word of God, today’s message, and the responses from 
peers, where does your opinion fall? Is it on God’s side, has it crossed enemy lines, or is it wavering? 

 
In an effort to equip Young Adults with tools for bringing hope to others, as well as, establishing a foundation 
for their own successful pursuit to stay in accord  with the Word of God,  facilitate a discussion around the 
lesson topic. Use Student Worksheet #2– Idolatrous Living from the Student Manual for Lesson II. If 
worksheets were completed individually or in small groups,  allow for a larger group discussion for shared 
responses.  
 
Direct the focus towards their personal objectives. Acknowledge how the lesson strengthens and enhances 
our role and responsibilities as a Christian that believes in the Word of God, abides by the Word of God, and 
is committed to sharing the Word of God with others. Build on to their personal plan for meeting objectives 
and strengthening their Christian walk. Remind Young Adults that they can use the contact information pro-
vided at the bottom of their Student Worksheet to pose questions and post comments to the ministers.  
 
When all hearts and minds are clear, build excitement for upcoming lesson. Play: “Next time on Waging 

War” Preview Clip. (Note: “Next Time” clips are at the end of present lesson.)  Close in prayer.  

Leading this series  



 Leading the Closing Application:  Tough Questions 

Welcome Jesus in with worship and prayer. Include “Stand Firm” into your worship                               

melody. Play Waging War CD. (Use  Song Sheet found in Waging War Student Manual.) 

Open with Student Worksheet #6– Theological Perspectives. Using information obtained from the lessons 
and their life experiences, allow the Young Adults to lead the discussion by answering Questions 1-3. For 
this exercise, remind the Young Adults that our desires should be to align our thoughts and will with God. 

Encourage them to draft theological perspectives by supporting their responses and reasoning with scrip-
ture.  

Next, include the Ministers’ Commentary into the discussion of Theological Perspectives. Play DVD: Chap-
ter 6.  
 Compare each minister’s perspective to another minister’s perspective.  
 Have the Young Adults compare their own perspectives to each minister’s perspective. 
 Consider how these perspectives can assist you with your Christian walk and can help draw others closer 

to Christ?    
 
Announce that it is decision making time. With all of the lessons  learned and tools for application obtained, 
where will the Young Adults go from here? What is their plan? What decisions will be made about their 

lives/role as a Christian? Administer as  a personal reflection assignment: Student Worksheet– Theological 

Perspectives: Assessing My Objectives. 

Discuss responses Assessing My Objectives as a way to gather feedback from the series. Pose your own 

questions: In what areas of your life have you grown to trust God more and have become more faithful? 
Where and in what way do you feel He may be calling you to serve? Bring closure to any final concerns and 
questions. 

Before closing in prayer, commend a few accomplished objectives and reiterate their plans in an effort to 
empower the group to live confidently in faith and to help others overcome their worldly struggles.  
 

**LIMITED TIME ONLY!** WII are  equipping a Young Adult Ministry with a Nintendo WII Sys-
tem. Handout: “Outreach Incentive” Worksheet found in Waging War Student Manual. In an effort to 
reach more and impact more lives, encourage young adults to purchase the series for a friend or another 
ministry. 
 

THIS CONCLUDES WAGING WAR: SEASON 1. 
THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING. 

Enhance Your Waging War Experience.  

BOOK A MINISTER!  

Want to invite a minister to lead your small group meeting, minister through music, facilitate a work-

shop, speak at a church function or bring the Word of God to a Young People’s service?  

Contact CCYAM for more information: youngadultministries@epaumc.org or 856-974-4560. 

Leading this series  



TAMARA WIMS,  Music Minister  

Tamara Wims is a young woman in pursuit of the peace and prosperity that comes 
solely from God. She grew up in Mid-Town Parish UMC of Philadelphia where she 
learned the Word and was spiritually nourished by her church family. She participated 
in many ministries by using the gifts and talents God blessed her with, including the 
ministry of music. Today, Tamara remains an active member of Mid-Town Parish and 
works as an accountant for the United Methodist Church. She continues to minister by 
writing music and directing the Mother Africa Zoar UMC Youth Choir of Philadelph-
ia. God has blessed her in so many ways and all she desires to be called is a humble 
servant of the Most High God. 
 

Life Verse: If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone 
- Romans 12:18 

Waging War Team 

KRYSTL JOHNSON, Ministry Director 

 Krystl Johnson has a passion for connecting the Word of God to the lives of young 
people. Being known for using her Christian and city upbringing to weave in compel-
ling stories and real-time application, Krystl is one of the boldest and creative speak-
ers in the Delaware Valley. Always performing at an optimum level, she has a mas-
terful grasp of Academic and Biblical content and is able to create programs with a 
real eye on what young people and leaders of young people need in their own educa-
tional or small group settings. She works hard to make sure her programs always hold 
spiritual experiences and substantive Biblical scholarship in the forefront. Krystl is a 
graduate from Rutgers University and is now in pursuit of becoming a Deaconess 
through the United Methodist Church. She attends St. Daniel’s UMC in Chester, PA 
where she serves as the Youth and Young Adult Coordinator.  

KYLE HARTER,  Editor 

Kyle Harter is a Video Editor located in the heart of West Philadelphia. Hailing from 
the sunshine state of Florida, Kyle attended the University of Central Florida, where he 
received his Bachelor's in Film in August of 2013. He set out on a personal journey 
after graduating film school, that led him to Philadelphia with sights on pursuing his 
dream as a filmmaker. He is living that dream today as he spends every day doing what 
he loves: crafting visual stories with a purpose.  Kyle is an avid Philly sports fan, and 
obsessive soccer fanatic. He is also addicted to coffee. Bring him a cup, and some 
quality conversation, and you've just made your new best friend. 

Contact Kyle: kylehar ter films@gmail.com  



MIN. BRITNI M. JOHNSON,  Associate Minister 

Gethsemane Baptist Church– Washington, D.C. 

Minister Britni Michelle Johnson spent her early years in Chester, Pennsylvania 
where she was introduced and accepted Christ as Lord and Savior of her life at a 
young age. Her parents, Anita and Inocencio Amaro, Sr., directed her Christian 
upbringing attending St. Daniel’s United Methodist Church. Minister Johnson 
serves as an Associate Minister in the Gethsemane Baptist Church in Washing-
ton, DC. She is currently a Master of Divinity candidate at the John Leland Cen-
ter for Theological Studies in Arlington, VA.  She has a personal interest in 
Christian Education and dedicates time to developing and facilitating spirit-
infused, Bible-based workshops. Minister Johnson has facilitated multiple spir-
itual growth workshops, including her workshop for Young Adults at the 2013 
Eastern Pennsylvania Laity Academy, Developing and Deploying Spiritual 
Gifts,  and her workshop at the 2014 Tool for Ministry, Reaching and Retaining 
Young People. In an effort to keep the summer sacred, Minister Johnson pioneered and designed an 
online training that provided her members with tools for reaching and ministering to the unsaved. The 
summer virtual learning course that helped participants discover their natural way of evangelizing 
through techniques and strategies that aid them in comfortably and confidently carrying out their call 
to make disciples. Minister Johnson considers herself a servant of God set apart for the Gospel of God. 
She possesses zeal to pronounce peace to all, bring good tidings to many, and proclaim salvation to 
everyone.   

Meet the Ministers 

Mr. Aaron  J. Smith,  Youth Director 

The UMC of the Good Shepherd– Lebanon, PA 

Aaron Smith is the Youth Director of The Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Lebanon, PA. He holds a B.A. in Christian Ministries from Valley Forge Chris-
tian College. Aaron’s Christ-centered call is all about sharing the Gospel 
through any means necessary, to meeting people where they are, and getting 
them to believe in the love and grace of God. He has a heart to  see a genera-
tion of godly young men arise and embrace the call of God and live free  from 
addictions and enticements that the enemy uses to cripple them. He has a heart 
to see a  generation of young women find true beauty, acceptance, and worth in 
Christ. He has a heart to see a generation of youth grow strong and rooted in 
the faith as disciples that will remain in the identity of Christ and be the Church 
of today.  

Meet the Ministers 

Four daring ministers have suited up to lead Young Adults through seemingly insurmountable battles that 
deter young people from their service and relationship with God. These Radical Preaching Warriors– all 
under the age of 36 and command of God– have stationed themselves at the frontline with a Word that  zeal-
ously represents Jesus, unabashedly exposes the lies of the devil, fearlessly combats scandals on the rise in 
our communities, and unflinchingly imparts answers to burning questions that position wavering young 
adults in danger.  



MIN. PETER R. BLUE, SR., Youth Minister 

Gethsemane Baptist Church– Washington, D.C. 

Minister Peter R. Blue is a spirited preacher and teacher of God’s Holy Word. He 
has been preaching, teaching, and sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, since he 
became a Minister in 2005, by way of Word Power Baptist Tabernacle in District 
Heights, Maryland. Minister Blue has a passion for the positive development and 
empowerment of young people.  He currently serves as the Youth Minister at 
Gethsemane Baptist Church of Washington, D.C., under the leadership of Senior 
Pastor Khalfani Drummer.  He is a product of the DC Public School System; be-
ing a proud graduate of Anacostia Senior High School, and has been the recipient 
of numerous honors and awards.   He also attended Washington Bible College in 
Lanham, Maryland, majoring in Pastoral Ministries. In addition, he is employed 
by the District of Columbia’s Department of Human Services as a Vocational De-
velopment Specialist.  He has been working on behalf of youth and families in 
the District for well over 12 years. Family is very important to Minister Blue;  he  truly cherishes his 
wife, Evelyn, and sons, Nicholas and Peter R. Blue Jr.   

MIN. FLOYD B. JACKSON, DR.,  Licensed Minister 

Asbury African Methodist Episcopal Church– Chester, PA  

Minister Floyd B. Jackson is a member of Asbury A.M.E. Church, where The 
Rev. Dr. Stanly Gordon Smith is Senior Pastor. Min. Floyd is currently a li-
censed preacher under the African Methodist Episcopal Church, and believes 
God has honored him with the calling of being a sheep-herder of His people. 
Floyd holds an Associates Degree in Liberal Arts, Bachelor’s Degree in Psy-
chology both from Widener University and is currently a Masters of Divinity 
candidate at Palmers Theological Seminary. Ever since God gave Floyd the 
revelation to “press on towards the higher calling in Jesus Christ”, he has been 
working in the field with various things such as preaching and street ministry. 
He recently was inspired by God to orchestrate a ministry at his church called 
“Open Heart Wednesdays” which is a mentoring ministry. Floyd desires to live 
life abundantly through the will of God and to hear the words “well done my 

good and faithful servant” at the end of his race.  

Meet the Ministers 

For Information about the Ministers or Ministry Team, contact CCYAM:  

youngadultministries@epaumc.org or 856-974-4560. 



         The Press Magazine 

 Giving Young Adults  a platform and the liberty  to     

witness and minister to other young people in print.  

ORDER YOUR FREE*                                   

SUBSCRIPTION TODAY!                                
*Large orders will be subjected to a small fee.  

Email: youngadultministries@epaumc.org  

The bi-annual Night & Day Young Adult 

Gathering brings together young adults 

across the conference to fellowship, 

have discussions around young adult 

ministry, and to meet God in the twi-

light for an Awakening.    

    May 29-30, 2015!                                

Don’t miss out. Hear about it first on  

NOW ACCEPTING  SUBMISSIONS!!! 
The Young Adult Council is launching a MINISTRY On The GO: Faith Sharing App for Young Adults!  

In 2015, the Faith Sharing App will grant access to a library of daily devotionals, inspiration songs, and 

powerful messages composed by Young Adults through their phone and other devices.  This innovative 

ministry supplies Young Adults on the go with frequently updated content. 

We are inviting Christian Young Adults from EVERYWHERE to share original messages, devotionals, and/or songs.                                
Note: We’re accepting clearly recorded audio (preferably .wav, .wma, and mp3 ) files. Live recordings allowed. 

   

Send submission to:  Young Adult Council– FaithSharing, PO BOX 820, Valley Forge, PA 19482-9093 or 

via Dropbox/Google Drive  to youngadultministries@epaumc.org . 

We want to see how your class is going!  

Ask us questions  &                                   

Tag us to Study Session photos:  

/minister.p.blue 

/preacher_blue 

Min. Johnson 

Min. Blue, Sr 

Aaron 

/AaronJSmith316 

/AaronSmith132 

/AJSmith132 

/BRITalks 

/tamara.clark.1213 

Tamara 

mailto:youngadultministries@epaumc.org
mailto:youngadultministries@epaumc.org
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsagaysagay.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F07%2Fstock-footage-silhouette-hands-holding-smart-phone.jpeg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsagaysagay.com%2Fdirect-mention-dm-2%2F&h=224&w=400&tbnid=u41AlL7ffao5bM%3


All Glory goes to God!  
 

Ministers 

Mr. Aaron J. Smith 

 Min. Floyd B. Jackson, Jr. 

 Min. Britni M. Johnson 

Min. Peter R. Blue, Sr. 

   Ministry Director Krystl Johnson 

   “Stand Firm”  Writer Tamara Wims 
 
   “Stand Firm”  Producer  Edward Starling 

 
        Logo Designer   Lindsey Cotman 
 
    Editor  Kyle Harter 
 
  Promotional Trailer Editor  Maurice Jackson  
 
   Voice Over  Actor Dwight M. Green 
    
 Videographers Inocencio Amaro, Jr.,  Alan Smith, Rebekah Smith, & Ashley Webb 
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Mr. Justin Coleman, Ms. Beverly Wilder  
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