Top of Form

Rev Buxton,
Grace and peace to you!
I wanted to take a moment to thank you and the entire Wilkes Barre District for your hospitality on our recent ERT trip to serve the community of Plymouth. A special thanks is sent to Pastor Nick Keeney and the people of Dorranceton United Methodist Church for hosting our team.
Below is a summary of the recent trip.
The 5 person advance team arrived Friday at Dorranceton UMC ( I arrived at 10:15 and the remainder arrived by 11:30) and were greeted by Pastor Nick and several church members. As the team arrived, we were joined by one of the Dorranceton UMC members for the remainder of the day. 
Friday afternoon, we checked in with the Plymouth fire department and American Red Cross chapter and were asked to assist several houses on Orchard Street. There was a significant amount of work needed on 4 contiguous properties that were flooded by the overflow of a collapsed culvert. Our small team met with the residents and, a preliminary assessment of immediate needs and quickly determined there would be enough work for the team to do over the next two days at this location. We started working on three properties Friday. Friday evening we checked in with the Plymouth fire department to report progress and inform them of our intention to resume work Saturday morning at the same location. We dropped off approximately 85 flood buckets for distribution to local residents.
Saturday, the entire team (a total of 14 - possibly more - I dropped my list of people in the mud) worked on the site with the residents and across the street neighbors. A significant amount of work was performed on the 4 properties; however additional work needs to be done. The needs were documented and delivered to the Plymouth fire department and American Red Cross.
This cleanup effort was truly a community experience. Property owners and local residents pitched in to help each other and opened their homes up for restroom access. One family prepared dinner both days and lunch Saturday for the entire group. One of the local news stations was there around dinner time Saturday and interviewed some of the property owners and me for the 10 and 11 o’clock news broadcasts. (Several people told me they saw me on the news the next day at church!)
The community appreciated the presence of the District Superintendent and Bishop.
Seven team members stayed overnight Saturday and after a hearty breakfast provided by the church joined Dorranceton UMC in worship before departing for home. 
The work breakdown and next phase needs assessments are listed below (listed by address).
More specific, detailed information was provided to the Plymouth fire department and Red Cross; this is the summary property owners, Plymouth fire department, and American Red cross agreed could be shared publically. 
175 Orchard
Removed approximately 1 ton of debris and mud from the basement.  Confirmed the power was cut off to a compromised electric water heater and gas was cut off to a compromised gas furnace. This resident is in the process of moving and has a house at a second location that was not impacted, so the loss of appliances is not an immediate concern for habitability (but will be as she prepares the house for sale).
Immediate needs remaining for this house were identified as (all basement work) removal of a damaged kerosene heater, removal of an old metal cabinet, removal of wood plank flooring (the team was too tired to safely remove these when they were finally accessible), final disinfectant scrub down of the basement, finish cleaning  out of an old flooded ash bin. Some cleaning of salvageable material needed, but most of the basement items were ruined beyond salvage.
177 Orchard
Cleared driveway of mud and debris. Started filling in eroded areas. Started cleaning salvageable materials that were on back porch. Started clearing back yard of debris (this was not possible until a significant amount of work was completed on 179-81).
Immediate needs remaining for this house were to clear the back yard of debris and cleaning salvageable items.
This address was brought to the attention of the local Red Cross because the residents insisted they would clean their own basement, so we did not get into the basement to inspect it.
179-81 Orchard
Cleared debris from the collapsed drainage culvert. Hazmat items (gasoline and oil) were found in this debris and removed by a team member with special training on Friday. Items were delivered to the Plymouth fire department for proper disposal. Water can now effectively flow from this property downstream.
Immediate needs for this property are to repair the collapsed culvert (major engineering work, not for a typical work team) and the clear debris from near the crawlspace so the owner can inspect the property for damage.
 
185 (rear) Orchard
Basement cleared of mud and debris
Immediate needs for the property include disinfecting the basement and power washing potentially salvageable items. The property owner has a power washer but is unable to use it because of medical reasons. Culvert still has heavy debris (it is unclear where the damage extends to but is related to the damage on 179-81)
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