
The Act of 
Repentance 

Awareness/Sensitivity/Inclusion 

See us 
Listen to our stories 

Share our lives, now 



We are still here…in your neighborhood. Open the eyes of 
your hearts to see God in our traditions and ceremonies, 

in the love and caring we show each other. See us as 
Christ’s sheep from another fold, his precious children. 



Many of us have come to embrace the 
United Methodist Church and recognize 
that Jesus Christ is the same Great Spirit 

worshipped by our forefathers. 



We have much to offer. Open the ears of your hearts 
and listen to us. Hear our history, our pain and sorrow, 

our hopes and dreams. 



Life on the reservation can be very hard. 

Lincoln Creek Day School Fort 
Hall Indian Reservation, Idaho 

The 6 poorest counties in the 
US are on Indian reservations 

in South Dakota 

Suicide rates for American 
Indians between the ages of 15 
and 24 are 3 times the national 

average, and suicide is the 
second leading cause of death 

for their age group. 

American Indians have a diabetes epidemic - the highest in the 
U.S. The tuberculosis rate for American Indians is 7 times higher 

than the national average.  



We still suffer the ravages of being viewed as “The Enemy.” 



Yet we have fought for America in every war since the 
Revolution, and served as code talkers in WWI &WWII. 

In 1777, 44 Oneida men, women & children brought supplies 
& aid to the troops at Valley Forge and taught the soldiers to 

shoot from behind trees instead of standing in the open. 



We have contributed much to American culture: 

Ø Our US constitution  is based on the Articles of the Iroquois 
Confederacy. 

Ø Native cultures of the Americas honored personal freedoms for 
everyone, unlike early European countries. 

Ø Tribes of the Iroquois Confederacy were the first governments  
to recognize the United States as a sovereign nation. 

Ø Native Americans set the standard for voluntary military 
service, lining up to fight in WWI & WWII, and continue to be  
disproportionately represented in all branches of the US military. 



Today many of us have successful businesses, from food to 
construction to cutting edge renewable energy. 

The 6 largest Native American owned businesses in southeast 
Michigan had a combined $236 million in revenue in 2012 
according to Crain’s List. 
Native American owned businesses are responsible for a $2 
billion boost in Colorado’s economy, according to a preliminary 
report from the Colorado Commission of Indian Affairs.  

We also claim 
many fine 
artists and 
musicians. 



Show us how the love of Christ looks outside the walls of 
a church building. Remove the walls of prejudice that 

separate us. Welcome and include us in your circle. Help 
us to create disciples, not dependents. 



“…these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them 
joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and 

their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house 
shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” 

Isaiah 56:7 



How to Honor the Act of Repentance 

Ø  Celebrate Native American Ministries Sunday. 
Contact CONAM for speakers and resources. 

Ø  Inform yourselves about the history and current 
condition of Native Americans in the USA. 

Ø   Identify persons in your fellowship that have Native 
American ancestry and approach them in humility, 
asking if they are interested in sharing their heritage, 
then LISTEN. 

Ø  Attend a local Pow Wow to witness modern day 
Indian culture; powwow.com lists them. 

Ø  Visit the Carlisle Indian School and the Longhouse 
near Lancaster to learn the history of Native Americans 
in Pennsylvania. 

Ø Support Native-owned businesses 
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